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To 


HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA 

BHTJP BAHADUR of 

COOCH BEHAR 

('ooth Behar, the 23 nd August 1898. 


Yoon Highness 


Wb h a vs the honor to submit the Annual Ailminislration 
Report of the State for the year 1887-98. With this are forwarded the 
reports received from the Superintendent of the State, the Bewan, the Civil 
and Sessions Judge, the Registrar of Deeds and the Acrountant-General 
of the State. These reports shew the necessary details of the working of 
each department, 

2. Lmve to Members .—Babu Jadub Chander Chuckerbutty, Civil 
and Sessions Judge of the State, Registrar of Deeds and Judicial Member, 
%>?:«>. Council, was absent on privilege leave from the 21st of April to the 
Mi «f June 1887. TheAtektant Civil Judge was placed in charge of the 
offices of ihw Civil Judge a«4 Registrar of Deeds, and Babu Priya Nath 
Dutt, m.a. w.i.., Fouadary AlkiBrar of the State, was nuMiorUcd to sit in 
Council to form a quorum during absence on leave. 

8. ConMituttm of Comcii.—Ttm<i was no change in the constitution 
of the Council during the year under report. The Government of Bengal 
sanctioned a further n tension of service of one year to Babu Jadub Ghandet 
ClmekcrlmUj, Civil and Sessions Judge and Judicial Member, State 
Council, from the 10th of October 1897, on the recommendation of Your 


A tont Ifighmsf arrival and departure.— Your Highnessleft the 
S^tA'wDiiri^ilhtg on the 28rd of June 1897, and arrived fo- Ab mate on 
the jjritb of for; dairy 1898, after Your return from the Tir&h Campaign. 
Both thesedays wt-hi observed as holiday:: in. all the courts and offices 
of the State, «tul m -tfte latter occasion there views general rvi'.iiii-.m- 




Rate, ;«ta the Cooch Behar Town Committee and the 
Jotedm* Mahajana^Plcadere, Vakils and other residents of Cooch Behar 

*8. Tour flighncM'tibmce from In&a dwriny (A* TiraA Campnijn .— 
The Frontier tribes having taken up anus against the British Govern¬ 
ment, an expedition on a large scale was tent to quiet tee disturb- 
aaee. Your Highness offered your services, which were most graciously 
amc-d by Hex Majesty the Queen-Eraptew of India. Your Highness 
h ned thejaiixjjaigri in §pptember 1897, on the staff of the late General 

I c 


'eattaaa-Biggi The 



it of India recognised the services rendered 
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by Your Highness in the campaign, and Her Meat Orations Majesty the 
Queen-Empress of India was phrased to create You a Conii«ani»m of the 
Bait, f be details of Your Ili^impse’ aemees are given intis* reportof the 
Bewail of the State so they arenotrepteted here at length. The following 
irieJv'STH-.i.'.im of adn^»ha#ion datSSthe 28thof August '■'■$80?!, providing 
for the mbuinistration of the State during Yohr ahteaccs on the Frontier, 
was recorded by You* Ilighnrfe. 

M jtMoa ASoeM. ■ 

The Administration of the. State wilt be conducted by the State Council, 
daring my absence an tetiwwcrvkti in the Frontier, alt matters of grave import¬ 
ance. as specified, below, being referred to me for final tteiaion:. 

h In the absence of any one of the permanent Men iter* of the Council, 
the Fouadarv Ahilkar is authorised to sit both on the Executive and Jadteial 
shks of the ‘Council to form a quorum. 

3, A letter will be issued from my office nulmri-b the power of .attorney 
executed on the 29th June 1806, on behalf of Mh\l). ti. Lyall, c.s.i., Super¬ 
intendent of the State, Bai Calica Doss Dutt Bahadur, Dewati, and Babu Jadub 
Chander Chuckerbutiy, Civil and Sessions Judge, Members of the State Council, 
to hold good during my absence as above. 

4. A3! matters relating to the conferring of privilege of any Mod or-grant¬ 
ing . lands to any body, and other, matters such a* V“- ■ 

'increase, of salary, entertainment of new establishment, the i,u •ii-u. '»: * . 

of courts, pension, gratuity or any special allowance, which are sanctioned by me, 
shall continue to be submitted to me for final orders as now, through my office, 
continuity of which will be maintained (important, pajmrs being forwarded thereto 
tor record). The Audit Department also, which forms a part of my office, will 
continue to discharge its duties as now. If, however, the Accountant-General 
thinks it necessary, reference may be made by him on any subject, to the Council. 

6. The Council are empowered to sanction all expenditure within th e limit 
i si the Budget for the y< ar passed by me. They are also authorised to make 
officiating, arrangements, if necessaty-, in anticipation of my sanction. All 
Railway matters will be dispose-! of by the Council, and the Manager of the 
Eastern Bengal State lifeuvay System will be requested to communicate with 
them direct, A.ll matters disposed of by the Council according to this authority 
will be communicated to my office for record. 

6. Nothing in this memorandum is to be understood to alter, or interfere 
in any way with the powers conferred on the Council as a body, or on the 
individual members thereof, under the memorandum of Administration, vide 
Bengal Government Mo, 1336 P. D: of 29th October 1883, and sanctioned by me 
in Council on the. 1 9th November 1883, «s amended • by the revuffid scheme of 
Administration adopted with etfeel from the 4th December 1801 and approved 
by Government, ride Bengal Government No. 329 ?, D,,dated the 25th January 
1892, and subsequent modifications. 

6. Visit of the Mahnrnj- Kumar. —The eldest Maharaj-Kumar Baj 
Rijimlra Narai an, who is .-fuiljingat Eton, paid a vkit to the Statejurriving 
on the 1st of February 1808. Your Itiarhiws* was pleased to order «u 
official reception to he accorded him- The Maharaj-Kumar was rewived 
at the Oitaldaha Ghat by the Superintend, mi of Police and tffe Sph- 
divisional Officer of Oiahata; and at To»» he was received by the Bewan 
of th* State, the Private'" Secretary to Your Highness, ffie Podtdary 
Ahilkar, tike Civil Surgeon, the Yriaeipsl C»>lie^e. the 

Personal Assistant to Your Highness, the Superintendent of Works, 
the Xhiar»Mi4chtear''.Mttl'jRB. Aide-de-Camp, A guard of honor was dra wn 
up on the Torsa Station platform who presented arms, wida salute of nine 
guns was fired. 



■ Ae T fclr -Apparent to the Throne, Your Highness wt» pleased to allow 
fa Maliaraj-Kumlf the following insignia and distinctions:— 

A salute of nine gens. 

One honoMitb Dimka. 

One horse suitably caparisoned. 

One elephant with jhul. 

Two Sewars. 

Two flag bearers. 

One gold Umbrella bearer. 

One gold Aranidhara. 

One Mayurpankhadhara. 

One Murcbaldhara. 

Two Khaahbardars, 

Two Blu'pl.ibnrd.t'v 

Two gold llnllamhardsir*. 

Two Silver Bullambardars. 

Two gold A*ba.4i«>i:i 1 n. i o1ar* 

Two Silver Aslia*hc»fcthi**dars. 

One silver Jharidhara. 

One silver Soraidhara. 

Two gold Chamarbardiiffi. 

Sixteen Sepoys under a Havildar. 

Eight Constables under a Head-Constable. 

After a short stay, and after killing his first tiger, the eldest Mabaraj- 
Buinar and Maharuj-Kumar. Jifemlra Narayan left for England. 

7. State ceremony. —The Poonneah ceremony for the year 1304 B.8. 
wav celebrated on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th of May 1897, corresponding with 
i tio 21st, 22nd and 23rd of Bysack 1304 B.S. The offices of the Bevenue 
Department w. re closed for 4 days, and all other Courts and Offices for 3 
days, commencing from the 3rd of May 1897. 

* 8. Eurth-qmke of the 1 ith of June 1897.—The State was visited by a 
terrible earth-quake on the 12th of June 1897. There were three distinct 
shocks, one succeeding the other, coming from the north-east, the whole 
lasting for a little over three minutes. The first tremor began at about 
5 p.m., and, gaining in intensity, in the last stage laid everything in ruins. 
The earth was fis.«m«d. sand and water spouting out from the 
fissures. The earth sank in places, while beds of rivers &c., were upheaved. 
Your Highness’.Palace, other State buildings, roads, bridge* &c., Buffered 
very serious menage. The, damage in the State alone has been o-iinvited 
to be about Its. 17,93,847. Your Highness also suffered loss in Your 
/I'lmnib’iric-,, Harjiciing and Calcutta properties. The loss in the temin- 
daries in buildings &c., was calculated to be, about Rs. 18,000; that 
in the C.‘ilouHu property Its. 7,000; while it was estimated that about 2£ 
lakhs of rupees will be recpiired to rebuild the damaged and fallen houses 
in Darjeeling, There were also some petty losses in cattle, crops and 
cuicha bouses. In comparison with these great losses of property the 
small loss of fife {$ only having been killed) is a noteworthy fact. Repairs 
werci taken in hand immediately and are steadily progressing. Further details 
are not given ip this place as the Council have directed the report of the 
Siiperintendent of the State to he printed as an appendix to this report fit 
nraer that a permanent record of the disaster may be preserved. The 
Council however degire to record their appreciation of the value of the advice 
riven by Mr. H. Cloetc, Superintending Engineer, Northern Circle, who 
"as allowed by the Government of Bengal tovisit the State, and give advice 
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daring this troublous period. Later on the same Oocernment allowedMr. 
Banks-G'yvtlnr to visit the State and give his valuable advice regarding the 
recouptru.iK.ii of the Palace gonmUjVttiad purflbaliHd^r- 

9. Fuminc .—The rain-fall in 1895-06 was deficient, and the outturn of 
paddy fell bej^w the average. The rain M in 1896-97 was still more defici¬ 
ent. The 0m p ce yielded a nine ansa crop which was soon exhausted, and 

S le had to depend on imported rice, the price of whfoh rose abnormally 
. Jute yielded a fourteen arum crop ; and its price being good 
helped the people to tide over the difficulty for some time. The outturn of 
IIairnnti noe was poor, and ranged from 5 to 6 annas. This yield did not 
provide food for long, and the price of rice continued very high. Wheat, 
barley, kaon, cheena, mustard and potato were exlonaiWly cultivated. These 
yielded good harvests, and provided the people for some tune with food, or with 
the means for obtaining it. Tobacco yielded a fair outturn but the market 
was dull, and people were obliged to dispose of their stocks at a low price. 
By the middle of April 1897, the resources of the people were drained, and - 
the price of rice continued abnormally high, considerable distress prevailed. 

The Eouzdary Ahilkar of the State, after the necessary enquiries, 
submitted a report urging the necessity for relief Your Highness in 
Council was pleased to consider the report ravomhh, sanctioned the scheme of 
charitable relief, and granted lis. 15,000 for earning it oto Belief centres 
were opened and Committees formed in each of the Sub-divisions of the State, 
and doles of rice, of one powa and a half with a pice for salt &c. per head per 
diem were given twice a week. These operations commenced from the 16th 
of May 1897. 'Experimental relief works were also opened for the succour 
of able-bodied persons in distress, but few agreed to work. The total 
number of persons so employed was 418, and their wages amounted to 
its. 195-14 The whole tsost of these works including all other charges came 
to As, 810, and was borne by the Public Works Department. Public sub- 
stiriptioHRi-o the amount of B*. tU*294'-9 were also raised. The sum of money 
at disposal wa“ thus Hs. 2.1. ,829-7 -0. The disastrous earth-quake of the 12th of 
June 1897, rendered the roads all over the State almost impassable, and 
rice could not be transported and consequently many of the centres were 
closed. The bitri crop adjust then began to comeitt, on the itppc.irunci* of 
which in the market,operations were stooped, haring continued at several 
centres for 43 days, The whole extiommurr amounted to Be. 17,099-6, 
the daily average of persons relieved being 5,9i»0':12. Of the total ex- 
jrenditare lM*97- i-3 weTyexpended from the St#' grant* and the rest 
from the public subs-iip^on Tw Itataee. in hand was made over to the 
the Bewail who was ta wiiliw ® tn inking weQs in theinterior of 

’ the State. ; 

10. Division oj tim repori,—The report as usual is divided info the 
following heads* ’ ■" 

n.-JCJHCi.vi, 

III.—-EX.BCITI VE. 


I.—ATI YE. 

11. Metfcm meat&gyon the legislative 

and Exeeutfcte aides of the State Cowc^ agaiost m the par^us/ear. 
Xour HighiiasB pwaded ta 17 
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i Act* panned during tite pOaf.—'Tlte following Aetacat&e into force 
during the year :—• 

Act V of 1897,—The Revenue Sale Act. 

Act Vt of 1897.—Att Act for making better provision for the 
care of the pm-w and property of minors. 

Aelt of 1898.—'The KWt Act. 

Act II of 1898.—An Act to amend the Revenue Sale Act. 

Act III of 1 Ht»8.— The Micc Act, 

'lie foliowing. Bills wcri- iutrcduced hi- the State Council during the 
year:— 

Bill No. I.—A bill to amend the Cooch Behar Revenue Sale Act V 
of 1897. 

Bill No. II.—A bill to amend the Voluntary Sales of Under-tenures 
Act II of 1894 ,• 

Bill No. III.—A bill to amend the Cooch Behar V illaae Chowhi<lnri 
Act 111 of 1898. 

The Civil Procedure Code is still under consideration. It baa been 
published anti the Council are now finally revising its provisions. 

Amendment of the Stamp Law, the Kent Law and the Town Com¬ 
mittee Act are also still under consideration. 

If..—JUDICIAL. 

13. Sittings of Council on the Judicial side .— There were 83 sittings 
on the Judicial side of the Council against 39 of the previous year. 

11. Abvtmct of ease* heard, before Council. — There was one regular 
appeal landing from the previous year. One was instituted during the year, 
:.atul one ease muuincd jK iiding, 

Thaw? were two iuiiniiiiil ;utp..!ih pending from the previous year., 
! Beve»i wfere instituted dating the Ventr. Eight were disposed of. 

There wore 10 special appeals... pending from the previous year, 
and 18 were : >;»t=' uted during the ]Wm,M Which 36 were disposed of. 

Six motions were ponding..from Ifep previous year, and 2 i were 
instituted during the year, of which 28 were disposed of. 

there was no misoeljbnoous appeal ending from the previous 
year. • Eight wereinstituted during the year, of .yrltieh «b were disposed 

*• 

fhi «feren«es from the Small Cause Court* were made during 
the yi*r. of width 4 wore disposed of. 

. UC&fhd sWefueuia shewing the instil niton and disposal of cases 
are appended. The stsu'of the die is satisfactory, the total number of 
pending Icing 1ft as against 19 of the previous year. 

. 15. tr«asnc<^«.—Your Higlmi^s was pl«vased to confirm the 

orders passed by the Cmin.d! eefir&ig the illegality or tb* entry of transac¬ 
tions of the nature of bonds in Ahatas, with retn^p^etive efifect from the 

1$. Tried of Bnjou** in criminal casn.—Yoat Highness was pleased 
to order that inoruninal cases no distinction should, in future he made between 
RajgtmB and otherpersons, and that, in eontidetatkin of the leg#! oualifica- 
&>a* now Tequired wom the cheers exorcising criminal powers 
Rljgusf should he tried by the Courts competent to try the ofeaoea they 
j^alsiu rB^ cases being also governed by the law 
to, otwer Grimi^A9peds. 
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17. Introduction certain rule* in tig Registration Jkpartmt 
of Ae State .—With a view to discourage illegal stipulations hy tenants i i 
favor of their superior holders, Your Highness in Council was pleased to ru! • 
that registering officers shall report to the Dewan of the State a! 
documents, containing illegal stipulations by under-tenants in favor mi the r 
land-lords, presented Wore them far registration. 

Year Highafcw, ra Council was also pleased to ride that whenever 
the Registora of a 'Registration Office are called for by any Court, they shell 
be sent with m officer of the Registration Office concerned, and that the 
usual search fm according to the table of fees under the Indian Registratii ■ 
Act XX| uf 1 <77, and the pay of the officer for the period he will be absei l 
from hb duties, together with his travelling and other allowances, will hi 
levied from the party at whose instance the books are sent. Out of the 
thus levied, the travelling and other allowances shall he paid to tin 
officer producing the books, the salary and search fees being credited to tin 
State. 

18. Copying fees in Civil Court*. —Your Ilighncss in Council wa> 
■pfeawd to rule that the rate of fees now taken for authenticated copies, anna 
Tout, should be retained, but that in future, with effect from the 1st of April 
1 |tlS, half that sum should, as at present, be paid to the copyists, the other hail 
being credited to the State in order to provide funds (Hr the payment of com 
paring clerks; that the rate of fees for unauthenticated copies should be raise; 
U, annas 8 per folio, two-thirds of that sum being paid to the copyists, am. 
see remainder credited to the State for payment of comparing clerl; 
when required. 

Your Highness was, also pleased to appoint comparing dorks on Its. 2* 
a month for the Sadder. fK.uh.-tte u«4 Metimbhanga Sub-divisions, an; 
to order that the work at Mekhguoj and Toofangunj to 

the present be done fey the i-swd staff without additional remuneration, am 
that, from the 1st of April 1898, no lees for comparing will he drawn -by ll 
regular staff of the State. 

III.—EXECUTIVE. 

19. Division of —The report dealing with subjects under 

this head is divided into the following sub-heads—{*} General, (ft) FifiaaciaL 
{(■) Quasi-Political, (d) Public Works, (e) MisceHa •*;' •: 

(a) —GEjreaA.L. 

8ft. The Beld operations crtnaeGcd vritlmfe-jiesettl 

meat; of life .have been completed. The r‘-«rttlement -J 

nine''TSwItKika in 0ifayChpwrah hasbeentakenap is. previously report! 1 
Your Higlim-re was ptewvd to order that the new settieme if 
should take effect from 1808 B. 8. and extend over SI yearn. JBe. 14,0' !i 
were sanctioned for stifles vut (.iterations during the year uritlcr repo i 
and a further sum of Ik 11,498 has bees provided for settleme ' 
operations in 1898-99. 

On the recommendation of the Dewan Your Highness was pleased < 
sanction a scheme for the settlement of paiches cf khsi hMMtenot detdt wi- I 
during the resettlement operation*. The estimated junwaaof these aseessal •< 
lands, excluding lands situated In pergunahs Mekkgwj and Mathabhanp i 
is Rs. 1,709 » year. The estimated cost of the setifomeat will be abo .i 
Rs. 1,500, which Your Highness wp pleased to offer to h* met from t <■ 
savings in the grant for settlement operations jn the Budget for the y< <’ 
under report. *' .. 
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Reduction in Jumma .—Your Highness was pleased to sanction 
the reduction of jumma of Bs. 8,076-12-6 On aooonnt of cancellation of 
} f9? oQ for bid jots?, dilution, resumption oflands by the State and other 
against Bs. 8,029-11-2 in the previous year. 

22. Remission of Revenue. —Your Highness was pleased to sanction 
the remission of one lakh of rupees on the occasion of me 60th Anniversary 
of the accession of Her Host Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress of India. 
Of this sum Bs. 58,971-0-10 were remitted in the State, and Bs. 40,944-9-7 
in the Chaoklajat Estates as per details given below:— 

1896-97. 1897-98. Total. 

Ks. A. P. R*. A. P. B*. A. P. 

Cooch Behar State ... 18,055 6 5 40,915 10 5 58,971 0 10 

Cbacklajat Estates ... 20,273 10 3 20,670 15 4 40,944 9 7 


Total ... *99,915 10 5 

In addition to the above Your Highness was also pleased to sanction 
a further remission of revenue amounting to Rs# 14,666-7-2. 

23. Education. —On the report of the Superintendent of the State 
Your Highness was pleased to sanction the abolition of the Model school at 
Ghosanimari and the classification of the remaining 11 moffusil schools into 
3 grades; also certain small reductions in grants-in-aid, the whole savings 
amounting to Bs. 480, which sum was transferred to primary education. 

24. Medical. — Post-mortem Examinations.- —On a representation made 

by the Superintendent of the State, Your Highness in Council was pleased 
to order that dead bodies from the other side of the Teesta should be sent 
as a special case to the Native Doctor at Haldibari, all othem bring sent 
to the Civil. Surgeon for post-mortem examination. . 

Sale of Quinine. —As previously reported the Superintendent of the • 
State has arranged for the sale of pice packets of quinine by certain school¬ 
masters in the State. 


Pension to Dr, D. D. Gupta and arrangements for his successor .— 
Dr.D. D. Gupta retired on pension on account of iU health with effect 
from the 18th of February 1898. The services of Surgeon-Captain Cedric 
Barkley Prall of the 36th Sikhs were transferred by the Government of India 
to the State, for a term of three years with the option of extension. Surgeon- 
Captain Frail was then employed on active amice in the recent frontier war 
whence he w* s invalided nome. Fending his return to duty the services of 
Kumar Bhabendra Narayan, Civil Medical Officer of Durbhanga, have been 
lent by the Government of Bengal. Kumar Bhabendra Narayan joined on 
the 5th of Mareb 1898. 


25. Reduction and changes in the Cqoch Behar Police.—On the 
report of the Superintendent of the State, submitted in accordance with the 
resolution of Counoil dated tike 2nd of May 1895, in winch it was proposed 
that the number of out-posts should be reduced, and that all cases should be 
investigated by officers not under the rank of Sub-Inspector, Your Highness 
in Council was pleased to make the following reductions and " “ 


and to introduce 


The out-posts 
Shitai were abolished. 



in the Cooch Behar Polioe:- 
Gitaldaha, Bhoishkhuohi, Moranga and 


Of thepresent staff of 8 Inspectors, one ’ 


i next 
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The number ef Sub-Inspectors was raised from 10 to 11, distributee 
as fellows:— 


1 

First f 

jrade ... 

on Be. 80 

2 

Second 

11 

1 70 

3 

Third 

99 V. . 

.. „ 60 

3 

Fourth 

„ X 

50 

2 

Fifth 

99 

- „ “ 30 


The Head-constables were reduced from SI to 24 and were divided into 
two classes, literate and illiterate, the former for court and station duties, 
and the latter for escort and guard duties. 

The grades were distributed as follows:— 

Literate. Illiterate. 

lst grade on ... Rs. 25 5 

2nd „ „ ... „ 20 8 

3rd „ „ ... „ 15 4 5 

4th. „ 10 2 5 

The number of Constables was reduced from 284 to 262 and the grade; 
distributed as follows :— 

1st grade ... ... on Rs. 9 81 

2nd ., . „ 8 79 

3rd ... 7 152 

When the scheme is completely introduced the net savings will bt 
Rs. 3,444 a year. 

The above changes were ordered to be introduced gradually as vacan¬ 
cies occured, except the abolition of the out-posts, which was effected from 
the 1st of March 1898, and the increase of one Sub-Inspector who wa* 
* appointed from the 1st of April 1898. It was also ordered that all investig¬ 
ations from that date must be done by Sub-Inspectors, unless specie 
reasons existed for entrusting any case to a Head-constable. 

26.. Adoption of the system of fingerprints in supersetsion of an¬ 
thropometry in the identification of criminals. —In supersession of anthropo¬ 
metry and in accordance with the orders passed in Bengal Your Highness 
in Council was pleased to approve of the adoption of the system of identi¬ 
fication of criminals mid suspects in the State by their finger prints. 

27. Increase of pay to the Palace guard.—Toni Highpels in Gbuoci; 
was pleased to sanction the following grades and pay for the Palace guard 
20 per cent 1st grade @ Rs. 10. 

30 per cent 2nd grade @ Rs. 9. 

Ditto 3rd grade @’Rs. 8. 

' 20 per cent 4th grade @ Rs. 7. 

The total cost when the gradea are full will be Rs, 15,012 ; h‘ |car, ’ or.'tu 
increase of Rs. 2,064 a year. The increase has been introduced ftpm th< 
1st of April 1898. The old rates of paw were Rs. 7 and Rs. 8. bat r 


increase of Rs. 2,064 a year. The increase has been introduced ftpm th< 
1st of April 1898. The old rates of pay were Rs, 7 and Rs. 8, bat t 
was found impossible to get good men on these rates. 

2$. CwrtQfWords.—The estates of minor Nmeadrh NathChucker- 
butty of Takagach, and of Mmiranissa of Naluhfitbttri. were taker 
charge of by the Court iff Warm; daring the yea i, amd the charge of the 
T&lookdar’s estate has been retained in the name irf-iniaior Nalini Kacti 


Talookdar, who was adopted as son by Chandra l&pi Dnftyam the ooum 
of the year. No estate ws* releaeedduribgfhe yoA under mi^l 
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99. Embeeetmmt of money belonging to eetatee under tke Court of 
jjfadt .—Sadwal Hoof-p Obama Chuckerbutty, who embezzled certain 
hum at Matnabhanga. as reported previously, has not as yetbeen arrested, 
jhe Dewan of the State submitted a detailed statement shewing tie 
amount of money embezzled at Dinhata during the incumbency of certain 
tfaib Abittnurs of the State, amounting to Its. 9,787-8-5. Explanations 
hare been sailed from the Kalb Ahilkars concerned, and they have been, 
sailed on to shew cause why the sums embezzled during their respective 
terms of office should not be realized from them. The matter has been 
reported, and is still under Your Sighness' oonsideration. 

HI.— (6) Financial. 

30. Budget estimate of 1897-98.—The report of the Accountant- 
General shows the revenue and expenditure or the year, As stated in 
paragraph 53 of last year's report the budget of 1897-9S was framed 
showing a deficit of Bs. 84,398. This sum was to be met from the 
sash balance, unless the collections of the year improved to such an extent 
as to meet the expenditure. The cash balance at* the end of 1896-97 
amounted to Bs. 9,42,319 of which Bs. 5,84,510 were available for State 
purposes, the balance being made up of fundB belonging to the Government 
of Bengal, deposits and other appropriated funds. 

The income of the year was estimated at Bs. 20,80,092 and the ex¬ 
penditure at Bs. 21,64,490. The details of the estimated expenditure are 
as follow, and for convenience of comparison the figures of the budget for 
1898-99 are also produced here:— 

1897-98 1898-99 


Bs. 

Your Highness’ personal expenditure ... 3,00,000 

Payment of outstanding bills 1,50,000 

Pal tee grounds and Garden... ... ... 6,000 

Other Honse-hold expenditure ... 2,49,199 

Ordinary administrative expenditure ... ... 11,80,912 

Extension of Railway (in lieu of repayment of loan) 1,00,679 

Repayment of Railway loan ... ... . 

Repayment in foil of lakh loan with interest 1,77,700 

Total Ra. ... 21,64,490 


Rs. 

3,00,000 

1,50,000 

6,000 

2,47,499 

13,43,351* 

1 . 00,000 


21,46,850 


31. met of the earth-quake on the budget.—The anticipations of the 
budget would have been fully realized, and the improved collections of the 
year under Land Revenue would have converted the deficit as budgetted 
~ * ™*ph»s, *bnt for the earth-quake of the 12th of June. Your 

Bigbness at onoe reoognized that suoh a catastrophe must be met by 
extraordinary measures, and that the administration of the State must be 
provided for, even at the risk of unduly depleting the Treasury. Although 
egncultaral prospects were good at the time of the earth-quake, it was 
tro early to reckon with any degree of certainty on improved revenue, 

expenditure of a lakh of rupees for public works 
m addition to the amn of Rs. 73,681 already granted in the budget, Your 
iughneis accepted the risk of depleting the cash balance by over two 
of rupees, a sum of Rs. having been gnmted for famine yli«tf 

pjiK to^the date of the earth-quake, as well as a bonus of (me rupee a 
t on® for the three zsonths during which the price of food grains was at 
ite highart te aUaemats of the Me drawing Rs. 10 and under. These 

8 *'*® 8 “ d * ** 

..?*•■ Priat 0a- Amt -arostwmoM, 

wmbhrei W$b tfcewntiag eff of the Selim Tea Onmmww - 


* Thli includes St 
80,397, Mr earth-qnake re¬ 
pair,, St 02,000 for re-' 
building house, demolish¬ 
ed bt the earth-quake in 
Darjeeling, Sa- 28,000 for 
electric lighting of the 
Palaoe^utd Ua-10,700 pay¬ 
ment of part the price 
of CollnUm ; a total of 
Ri. 1,87,097 leaving Re. 
11,SS,2M as ordinary ex¬ 
penditure. 







{ 10 ) 

m anticipated increase of Be. 1,08,428 under revenue. Thu last increase 
may be attributed entirely to land revenue, the figures under that heading, 
including debutter, shewing an increase of Be. 1,31,800. Stamps were 
estimated to give Be. 5,000, and publio works Rs. 5,800 bettertW the 
estimate; the last increase beingriue to the use of timber from the 8tate 
forests for sleepers.* Decreased revenue, was anticipated under’ House-hold 
Be. 17,879, Excise Bs. 4,000, Daijeming Estates its. 10,000, and the Cooch 
Behar State Railway Be. 10,000. The decrease under House-hold was due 
partly, Bs. 16,950, to failure in selling all the elephants oaught in the 
JLheadaof 1896, and a fair number or those caught in 1897 within the 
year; partly, Bs. 6,000, to the withdrawal from sate^pf some of the old 
elephants rendered necessary by the death of two elephants. The decrease 
in excise was due to the settlements having been made when the scarcity 
was at ite worst. The rents in Darjeeling fell off owing to the destruction 
of Eockville, * Chevremont, Castleton, Sunny Site ana Snowy View, and 
the partial destruction of the Hermitage by the earth-quake. The loss 
in the working of the Bailway was due to the Bame cause. 

Expenditure in the revised budget showed an increase of Bs. 3,06,942 
distributed as follows:— 


1.—House-hold 

II.—Administration 

III. —Debutter ••• 

IV. —Your Highness’ Estates... 

V.--Goocb Behar State Railway 


• •• 
• a • 


Rs. 

4,667 

2,29,564 

443 

68,779 

7,284 


Total 


... 3,10,687 

The total was reduced to Bs. 8,06,942 by a saving of Rs. 8,745 in the 
'interest payable for the Government loan of 1895 for 31 lakhs. 

Under the heading of I House-hold there were a good many minor 
changes, the chief increase being a provision of an additional sum of 
Rs. 5,000 for the education of the Maharaj-Kumar due to short remittance 
in the previous year. 

Under II. Administration, (1) Control, the net increase was Bs. 1,20,151, 
but of this sum Bs. 1,11,217 are a nominal charge, not affecting the cash 
balance, due to the writing off to profit and loss of the Selim Tea Company 
shares (one lakh), and other minor debts. . 

The excess anticipated expenditure under Administration (2) General, 
amounting to Bs. 1,31,422, was due to the increased expenditure under Public 
Works, Bs. 1,04,572; to the contribution for famine relief, Bs. 15,000; and 
to the increased pay granted to low paid servants, which is shown under each 
Department separately. The increase under Your Highness’ Estates, 
Bs. 68,779, was due chiefly to the Darjeeling expenditure, which was 
expected to amount to Bb. 67,770 over the estimate, out of whioh Rs. 47,000 
were dne to reconstruction of houses, and the balance chiefly to earth-quake 
repurs. The estimated increase fof Bs. 7,284 in the State Railway expendi¬ 
ture was expected to cover the earth-quake and flood repairs. As a set off a 
Baring of Bs. 12,572 was expected under (3) Revenue, due ohiefiy'to an 
expected saving of Bs. 16,000 under the provision for the Bijni law suit. | 
. 88. Actud figwret jbr ike fear 1897-98.—The actual figures for foe 
year, are for better than could ponibly have been anticipated, fori Your 
Council congratulate Your Highness most heartily e# foe which 

therevenue has foown,eyen jnayuarof tudid«ti»teraBl897*-98 v 





reTenufi from sourceg amounted te j^.^^,3 9,66 8^ being 

revised budget; wblle the expenditure amounted to Be. 24,12,101, being 
lb. 2,47,611 greater than the original budget, and Be. 59,381 leas than the 
revised budget. The result is that the deficit on the year was only 
Rs. 1,72,488, or, the excess nominal expenditure pn profit and loss, 
Rs. 1,11,217, be deducted, the year dosed with a deficit of Bs. 61,216 only, 
as oompared with the original estimate of a deficit of Bs. 84,898: and this 
result was obtained in spite oaf the fact that Rs. 1,77,449 were spent on earth¬ 
quake repairs, as shown in the Accountant-General's report, not one pice Of 
which was originally budgetted. The total revenue is in fact the highest 
ever collected, being Rs. 66,345 better than in 1894-95, which has hitherto 
been the record year. The land revenue, Bs. 17,72,550, (Land-Revenue pro¬ 
per, Debutter, Ghaklajat and Fanga) is the highest ever collected being 
Rs. 2,452 better than, in 1894-95, while also, as shown in the Accountant- 
General’s report, almost every major item of revenue shows good results. 

In the estimate for 1897-98 the cash balance at the beginning of the 
year was taken at Bs. 8,72,698, but as stated in paragraph 80 it actually 
amounted to Rs. 9,42,319. 

The closing balance was taken at Bs. 8,07,671 in the original estimate 
and at Bs. 9,06,405 in the revised estimate while the actuals were 
Rs. 10,54,145. This last figure, however, indudes the greater part 
(Rs. 1,41,102) of the Railway loan of two lakhs, and the actual position 
of the State appears more dearly from the balance belonging to the State. 
Omitting all money belonging to the Government of Bengal, deposits &c., 
the opening State balance in the Treasury was as shewn in paragraph 30 
Rs. 5,84,510 and the dosing balance was Be. 5,14,714. The cash 
belonging to the State was thus reduced during the year by a sum* of 
Rs. 69,796 only. 

34. Your Higknm' Perianal Expenditure in 1897-98.—The steps 
Your Highness decided to adopt for regulating Your personal expenditure 
and restricting it within budget limits were entirely successful. The 
budgetted Bum of three lakhB was not exceeded, and the Council have been 
given to understand that no new debts were incurred. 

35. Budffet for 1898-99.—Your Highness dedded that the budget of 

the year 1M"'-'I0 must show a small surplus, and that the expenditure should 
he regulated keeping this in view. It was deemed unwise to encroach on the 
cash balance in % year which was in itself, u. apart from the expenditure 
entailed by the earth-quake, expected to be normal, both on the receipt and 
expenditure tide, while at the Bame time it was held necessary to give as huge 
® f fant , M I^tible towards completing the earth-quake repairs. The 
kidget has therefore been framed snow ag an estimated revenue of 
S 8, 8,854 less than the revised estimate of 1897-98, 

■86,007 less than the actuals, but Bs. 93,569 more than tbe original 
budgetted estimate, of that year. The expenditure has been -taken - at 
“decreaseof Rs. 8,24,582 on the revised estimate of 
1897-98, wd of Bs. 2,65,251 on the actuals. As compared with the 
original budget of 1897-98the decrease is Bs. 17,640. The large item q£ 
Bs. 1,77,700 provided in that budget for payment of the Government loan, 
*• -lanced in 1898- ^9 by large expenditure for earth-quake repairs. 

Oonnofl oenrider that, if no un fore se e n calamity interferes 
with the fttate, the collections will at least equal the 

re«wi^uedwith thete»dg8t of 1897-98 
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under Debutter; Be. 9,128, under Ghaklajat and Be. 10,000 under Bailwsy. 
A large decrease of Be. 60,055 is shown in the revenue under Household, 
ns no elephants are proposed to_be sold from the Philkhana during the yeas, 


of any 
decrease 


and no provision is made for Khedda. The only other decrease 
importance is under ZZ ( b) Darjeeling Estates, where there is a 
of As. 8,614. His i* due to decreased 
$ 0 % of houses by the earth-quake. 

-The estimate of expenditure under Household is almost the 
same as the estimate forl89TO!8, the difference being Bs. 1,700 
only. The sum of Bs 8,00,000 la again provided for Your Highhess’ 
personal expenditure, Bs. 1,50,000 for payment of out-standing bilk,'and 
Bs. 6,000 for the Palace grounds and garden. The ohiet items of 
increase are a provision of Bs. 20,000 in place of Bs. 14,000 for the 
education of the Maharaj-Kumars, due to Your Highness’ second son 
hating been seht to England;)a net increase of Bs. 2,659 under (g) miscel¬ 
laneous, caused by the provision of funds for the purchase of insignia for the 
Maharaj-Kumar-, an increase of Bs. 1,836 under Philkhana establishment, 
dlle partly to the omission of the fodder allowance in last year’s budget, and 
partly to the increase of pay of mates and characuts; an increase of Bs. 1,000 
under stables, beingtprovision to replace horses that died during the last year; 
an increase of Bs. 4,300 under shooting camp, the sum of Bs. 4,000 having 
been found to be too small; and finally an increase of Bs. 7,271 under the 
Band, partly to provide new uniform, and partly as pay of new Bandsmen. 
The other items of increase are petty. The chief items of decrease are 
Bs. 14,207 owfmg to omission of Khedda expenditure, and Bs. 10,000 under 
the heading of the 60th Anniversary of Her Majesty’s Accession. 

( Under Control there is an increase of Bs. 7,723 as compared with the 
estimates of 1897-98, of which Bs. 7,000 are due to increased provision 
tinder Unforeseen and Bs. 700 to increased provision for travelling allow¬ 
ance of the State Council. The other items are petty. 

Under Administration, General, the increase amounts to Bs. 1,06,217. 
This is more than accounted for by the increased provision of Bs. 1,08,175 
under Public Works. Under Education there is also an increase of Bs. 1,892 
due partly to annual increment of pay of the Principal and Professors of 
the College, and partly to the increased grant of Bs. 1,000 given by Your 
Highness to Primary Education. Under most headings the fluctuation is 
small, but Jail, Police, and Military Bhow substantial .decreases, due, respec¬ 
tively, to the reduced Jail population, the revision of the Police establishment, 
and to the fact that the amounts required for uniform and ammunition are so 
small as to more than counterbalance the increased pay granted to the 
Palace guards. Under Bevenue there is a decrease of Bs, 88,702 
which is fully accounted for by the decrease of Bs. 36,000, under the 
provision for Bqni Estate business. There is also an increase of Ke. 3,001 
under penrions, and this item is growing fast. Special pensions alone have 
increased from Bs. 2,614 in 1895-96 to Bs. 8,678 in the year under budget. 
The other items under Bevenue do not call for remark, nor does the small 
increase of Be. 362 under Law rad Justice. 

Heeding ZIZ, Debutter, calls for no remarks. Under heading 1Y 
there is e very large increase of Be. 81,774 under Darjeeling, of which 
Be. 62,000 are for rebuilding houses destroyed by the earth-quake, and 
Bs. 16,700 as put payment of the price of Oolinton, leaving a sum of one 
lakh still due. The rest of tim increase is dim, to provision for re-roofing 
the part Of Oolinton which has not yet been4<m& for punting several of 
the zooms, and for laying on wires for dectric lifting. 
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TTnder^ hissd^ag T, Oooch Behar StaW Bail way, ^reduction of Bs. 1,766 
is shown, the figures being founded on those supplied by the Manager, 
Eastern Bengal State .Railway. A sum of one lakh or rupees is also 
provided for the re-payment of the Railway loan, which' payment has been 
in abeyance for two years, having been transferred to extension. 

36. Debts other than the Hailway Loan .—In paragraph 53 of last 
year’s report the debts, apart from the Bailway loan, remaining on the 
31st of March 1898 were put down as follow:-— 

Bs. 

Balance of Your Highness’personal debts ... 1,50,000 

Ditto price of Colinton . ... ... 1,13,459 


Total Bs. .... 3,63,459. 

It was stated that these debts could easily be cleared off in 1898-99. 
This would have been the case but for the enormous expenditure entailed 
bv the earth-quake amounting as above shown to Bs. 1,77,449 in the past 
year, and to about the same sum in the current yeaf*. In spite of this dis¬ 
turbing element Its. 1,50,000 have been provided for the first object, and 
Bs. 16,700 for the second. It is hoped that the former of these sums will clear 
Your Highness’ old debts in full, but, pending the result * of negociations 
entrusted to Your Private Secretary, Mr. C. Plowden, it is impossible to 
be quite certain on this point. In any case the balance will be comparatively 
small. The sum of Bs. 16,700 is provided towards the price of Colinton in 
order to reduce the unpaid balance to Bs. 1,00,000, which sum it is expected 
can be paid in full next year. The difference between Bs. 1,13,459 shown in 
last year’s report and Its. 1,16,700 shown in this, is due to miscalculation 
of interest. 

37. The Hnihr'iy Loan .—When these sums are paid, no debt will bp • 
due by Your Highness privately, or by the State, except the Railway loan 
due to Government. That loan has been increased by two lakhs in the year 
under report by a further advance of that sum by the Government of India, 
for the construction of the extension of the line from Cooch Behar north¬ 
ward to the boundary of Your Highness’ State. Including that sum, but 
excluding interest for 1897-98, the Accountant-General’s report shows 
that the sum due by the State is Rs. 6,54,932, and, as above shown 
in paragraph 30, payment of one lakh of this sum is provided in the current 
year’s budget,, This is a debt which gives no anxiety, and which will be 
wiped off entirely in a very few years by easy payments of ens lakh a year, 
while the Bailway is a most valuable addition to the assets of the State. 

88. The financial position .—Prom the above review it will be seen 
that the finances of the State have borne a year of i-xHiordinirv 
pressure with comparative ease, and that it is anticipated that in the current 
year also* it will be possible to meet all extraordinary expenditure on account 
of earth-quake damage- from revenue. These damages as shown in para¬ 
graph 8 amount to over 20 lakhs, and it will take many years to restore every 
thing to its previous condition, but Your Council are of opinion that the 
severe strain of urgent repairs will cease after 1899-1900, and that thereafter 
work*may be undertaken as funds are available, and not as at present Under 
pressure. 

Ill (e.)—Q uasi Political. 

,, . %^ Empress’ Xirth-tlay.—The Birth-day of Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen Empress of India was celebrated in the usual manner 
on the 24th of May, Youb Highness in person withYour staff being* present 
at the parade. " 8 r 


DM? ; y-*”ildinnhweesdwtruyed R.. (12.0W 
* tao5 * UtWpgirM decided ob .min, to the destruction of 
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40. QOth Annivertay oj the Qaeen’aaccmion to tke Tkrone.-~To cele¬ 
brate in a fitting manner, the 60th Anniversary of the beginning of the Reign 
of Her Moat Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress of India Your 
Highness ordered a Durbar on the 21st of June 1897, preparations for 
which were being made, when the earth-quake occurred! ana laid Your 
Highness’ Palace and the Durbar Hall in ruins. Your Highness was most 
reluctantly compelled to abandon the Durbar. You were however able 
to carry out so much of the\mtended programme as conferred benefits 
on your subjects in commemoratioh - of the event. As above stated Your 
Highness remitted a lakh of rupees of revenue and rent throughout Your State 
ana Zemindaries. You also conferred the title of Mahamahadhyapak on 
Pundit Sidhya Nath Bidyabagish of Rhagrabari, remitted the balance of the 
loan granted to him, and also granted him a conveyance allowance of Rs. 10 
per mensem; conferred the privilege of using asha and shota on Babus Mon 
Mohan Buxi of Nowdanga and Satish Chandra Mustafi of Gobrasara; and 
conferred the privilege of a seat in Durbar on Ganga Bishen Patwar of 
Cooch Behar. You were also pleased to remit the balance of the loan 
granted to Raj Guru, Hari Lai Gossyami, during the minority of Your 
Highness to save the family from ruin. Lakheraj lands amounting to 
60 Bighas were granted to the Sadasya family, and life allowances 
were granted to certain poor persons. Two life convicts from the Andamans, 
and four life convicts and two other convicts from the Cooch Behar Jail 
were released. Your Highness also decided to name the railway bridge over 
the Torsa “The Victoria Bridge” and to place a suitable inscription on it 
commemorating the event. 

The following Kharita was received by your Highness from His 
Excellency the Governor-General of India:— 

To— Lieutenant Colonel His Highness Maharajah Sir Nkipendra 
Narayan Bhup Bahadur, o. c. i. e., Cooch Behar. 

Mt Fbiend, 

In this memorable year the subjects of our beloved Sovereign 
are uniting in every part of the world in a celebration of unique and special 
interest. That Her Majesty’s reign has now exceeded in its duration the reign 
of any of Her predecessors on the British throne, is an historical event of the 
highest importance. Much might be written of the benefits which this reign has 
secured to Her Majesty's subjects. During this period, the power of the Empire 
having been increased and consolidated, and the blessings of pfeace and security 
having been thereby attained, the efforts of Government have, under the benign 
rule of Her Majesty, been constantly directed to the encouragement of every 
movement that could tend to the well-being of the, inhabitants of Her vast 
dominions. The progress of knowledge, both as to the conditions under which 
human life exists, and the means by which those conditions can be improved, has 
been unexampled, and great discoveries, such as those of the use of steam and 
electricity, for which an age of peace and prosperity has afforded the opportunity, 
have been utilised in the work of civilisation ; so that the products of the soil 
are gathered into the markets of the world to the mutual advantage of the 
cultivators in the remote district and of the crowded population in the great city, 
wbile«$he fruits of the knowledge and experience of the scholar, and the man of 
affairs, are made available to those who dwell in the distant regions of the earth. 
I will not detain Your Highness by dilating on these things. Your Highness will 
be the first to recognise that in them India has had her fall share. 

I feel convinced however that the thought which at tills time will fill the 
mipd of Your Highness, and of every one who owes jdlegiance to Her Majesty, 
is one of affection and devotion for Her Majesty’s person. It Will be specially 
gratifying to me to report to Heir Majesty the manner in which Your Highness 



and the other Chiefs and Princes of India have testified their loyalty on an 
occasion so fall of significance to Herself as the 80th anniversary of Her acces¬ 
sion to the Throne. I have reason ty know that it was Her Majesty’s wish and 
inteution to assemble aronrid Her, at the ceremonies of this day, the representa¬ 
tives of Her Indian Empire. Her Majesty abandoned that intention, because in 
this year of famine and pestilence She was resolved to issue no command or even 
invitation that could result in drawing away any single -’individual from the 
primary duty of carrying relief to the suffering and distressed. Your Highness 
will, I am sure, find in that derision one more instance of the thoughtftd care 
and tenderness for Her people, and for none more than for Her Indian subjects, 
which has been one of the guiding characteristics of Our Sovereign’s life. 

I write this letter to assure Your Highness how entirely I shall sympathise 
with you in the celebration with which you purpose to mark this day of rejoic¬ 
ing. If we cannot personally present our homage on bended knee, it can be aB 
lovingly felt, as loyally expressed, and I rejoice to know that from every part of' 
India our united message of devotion will flash across the sea to Her Majesty in 
Her distant home. 

1 remain, 

0 

Your Highness’ sincere friend, 

(Sd.) ELGIN. 


Simla. ; 

The 5th June 1897. 


Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 


The following reply was sent by Your Highness. 

To—His Excellency the Right Hon’blb Victok Alexander Bruce, 

Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, p.c., l.l.d., g.m.b.i., g.m.i.e., 

„ „ Viceroy and Governor General of India. 

My Friend, 

1 am in receipt of Your Excellency’s Kharita, dated the 5th ot 
J une, with mingled feelings of pleasure and regret. 

1 had hoped to receive it at a Durbar I ordered to be held to celebrate 
the auspicious event of the 60th anniversary of Her Most Gracious Majesty the 
Queen-Empress' accession to the Throne, and I had, with my people, intended.to 
show by rejoicings the feelings of loyalty which they and I entertain towards our 
beloved Sovereign. But the great earth-quake of the 12th June which laid my 
raiace and Durbar Hall in ruins and caused enormous loss throughout my State 
rendered it impossible for me to carry out my wishes. * 

r T1 V Superintendent of my State, Mr. D. R. Lyall, has forwarded through 
i ’^'vjnment of Bengal a report of the arrangements made to celebrate the 
rrv t°h r ,T' C ' n ? b° w far it was possible to carry them out. Here I need only 
ran L-L -l i iJ 101 ? * wa ® a ^ e ^ carry out so much of the intended programme as 
paralleled event * ° n ^ subjects, in commemoration of the unique and un- 

that m y was such as 'Her Gracious Majesty would 
sSjusttydweIi e s^l? htfillcareand t ® nderne8B for Your Excellency 

assure l Ytmr g FS!n 0 UtWar v ® i ? ,8 . of re joicing were thus necessarily curtailed, I can 


. Dabjbiunq : 


The 14th July 


1 remain. 

Your Excellency’s liuoere friend, 

( Sd.) Nmfsndba Nabayan Bhup, 
Maharcyak Bkvp Bahadur of 

CooekBehar. ■ ■ 
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41. ifaintruancehy the State rf roads inBtitwh territory.- 
posal of the Superintendent of the State regarding the transfer of the cost of 
maintenance of roads in British territory in the Districts of Julpaiguri and 
Rungpore, hitherto maintained by the State, to the respective District 
Boards, received the sanction of the Government of Bengal with effect from 
the 1st of April 1898. 

42. Tmta- Dhubri road ^—The Manager of the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway enquired whether llNmles and 200 feet of the Teesta-Dhubri 
road situated in the State could he made over for the purpose of a 
proposed railway line from Kaurua to Pando Ferry, Gauhati. Your 
Highness in Council was pleased to reply that the embankment would be 
made over on condition that the land should he returned if not U9ed as a 
railway, and that the territorial jurisdiction over the land should be retained 
by the State. No reply to this letter has been received as yet. 

43. Rules to regulate the transport and importation of explosives.— 
The Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division drew the attention of Your 
Highness to Notification No. 1393 of the 8th of July 1897, by the Govern¬ 
ment of India in the Home Department, promulgating rules to regulate the 
transport and importation of explosives under the explosives Act IY of 1884, 
,andrequestedthat,if considered necessary, draft rules similar to those issued by 
the Government of India, and adapted to the requirements of the State, should 
be framed and issued. It was not thought necessary to introduce similar 
rules, the Act under which they are promulgated in British India not being in 
force here, and, as the State is surrounded by British territory, no explosives cau 
be imported unless under the rules of the Government of India. A reply has 
been sent accordingly. ' 

< 44. Adjustment of boundary dispute between the State and the Rungpnr 
district .—In 1892 the Government of Bengal relinquished to the State six 
detached plots of land measuring 190 B. 10 K. 12 D. which had hitherto 
been considered as portion of the Rungpur Village No. 16 Keshamat Shib 
Prosad Mustafi in Your Highness’ Zemindaries of Purbobhag. These six 

{ lots have recently been incorporated in the rent roll of Sub-division 
Knhata under the name of talook Keshamat Mokrary, Part II. 
y III id .)— Public Wobks. 

^ 45. Cooeh Behar State Railway .—The Railway continued to be 
worked under the Manager of the Eastern Bengal State Railway verier the 
former arrangements. The earth-quake caused great daimtgc to «fye line 
and the 8tate had to pay a sum of Rs. 19,304 in the year under report 
for earth-quake and flood damages, in addition to the contract sum paid for 
up-keep. 

The new line to Cooch -Behar, and the bridge over the Torsa have not 
yet been completed as was expected .last year. The earth-quakfc caused 
considerable changesfin the banks of the river at the site of the bridge, 
and it was not until Sir A. 0. Trevor, k.c.s.1., the Public Works Member 
of Council, accompanied by the Engineers of the Eastern Beng&l State 
Railway, visited the spot in December, that it was decided to adhere to the 
site previouslv chosen. This caused considerable delay in the beginning of 
the work, and three valuable months were lost. The result was that 
not be finished, and it is feared that loss will be caused to 


46. Extension of the Railway to Jainti.—ln fhe end ofDecem- 
, the Government of India sanctioned the construction ofthe 
part of this line in British territory, as tfell as a loah iff two lakhs of rupees 



to Yoar Highnew to meet part of the oost of the construction (rftoeportion 
of thc line Idltoglfi Your Eisrhness’ territory, and directed coastTuetioa to 
be pressed on as fast as possible. The work, both to and beyond toe State, 
iis in obargeof Baba EeaarNalhMtyumdar, Your Highness* Superintendent 
0 f Works, under the supervision of the Engmeer-in-Chief of; the Eastern 
Bengal State Bailway. Considerable progress was made in the short rime 
left for work, detail of which are to be found in the report of the Superin¬ 
tendent of the Stote. 

47. Railway Revenue .—He gross assets for. the year 1897-98 amount¬ 
ed to Bs. 62,658, as against Bs. 71,928 in 1896-97, and working expenses to 
Bs. 47,499, indudingthe above mentioned sum of Bs. 19,304 on account 
of earth-quake repairs, as against Bs. 32,858, the net income being thus 
Bs. 15,157 against Bs. 39,070 of the preceding year. But for this extra¬ 
ordinary payment the profit would have been Bs. 34,461. Apart from the 
cost of repairs, the above figures Bhow that the earth-quake was responsible 
for a considerable reduction in the earnings of the Bailway, which was 
closed for nearly a month. 

48. RaiUeay Administration Report ,—The financial statement for 
the calender year 1897, submitted by the Manager, Eastern Bengal State 
Bailway, is as follows. In this report the cost of the extraordinary repairs 
is not included:— 




For the year 

ISM. 

For the year 

1897. 

Moan mileage worked ... 

Miles. 

2818 

22-12 

Train mileage 

II 

17,582 

22,7-10 

Gross earnings ... ... ... 

Bs. 

70,128 

64,261 , 

Working expenses 

M 

81,558 

28,917 

Met earnings 

If 

88,570 

85,844 

Number of passengers carried 

No. 

77,767 

62,492 

Earnings from above 

Bs. 

25,994 

21,088 

Tonnsge of goods carried 

Tons. 

13,187 

14,607 

Earnings from above 

Bs. 

84,757 

81,771 

Percentage of working expenses to gross earnings 

... 

45-00 

4500 

Percentage of net earnings on Capital outlsy, 
including suspense. 

' 

5-08 

4-58 


The increased number of train miles run and the increased tonnage 
@f goods carried are due to the Earth-quake repairs, and to toe carriage of 
materia^ f° r «ktoaadn of toe line. \ 

Tbs decreased number of passengers carried is due to the .line having been 
hfor repairs. The decrease in earnings from the increased 
i is due to the lower fate payable for carnage of * 

...... .HL—(e) MnrcBiiAJWws. 

49. Appohtimmte and Resignation. —The following 
were appointed during the year «— 

Babu Framatha Nath Ohatteijee, jla. bj* Snb-Naib Ahilkar, 

>> eagadbufiabhBiswaa ica. uL ' " 
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Babu Surendra Nath Chuckerbutty, h.a. b.l., Sub-Nub Abilkar resign¬ 
ed bis post from the 12th of May 1897. 

50. Allowance «, Pensions and Gratuities .—The following pensions, 
gratuities and allowances were granted during tbe year:— 

Pension to.— - ■■■ 

■ ■ Rs. a. r. ; 

Constable Didar Ali Nasy* ... ... 4 0 0 per mensem. 

Srrnath Tarafdar, Peshkar, Settlement Department 25 0 0 „ 

Shaik Ibrahim, Golaiiil&i\ ... ... 8 11 6 „ 

Chandra Sing Kumar, Overeeer, P. W. D. ... 5 6 4 „ 

Ram Dhani Mistry, Head Blacksmith, Artisan 
School ... ... ... ... 17 8 0 

Chandra Mohan Gupta, Ameen, Settlement Dept 9 4 8 
Constable, Sirdar Singh ... ... ... 4 8 0 „ 

Do. Furan lewari ... ... g 14 11 „ 

Do. Bndhu Rasya... ... ... 3 12 9 „ 

Din Doyal Chowdhury, State Agent on special 
duty m Bijni case ... ... i.. 80 0 0 „ 

Constable Nitya Nanda Dobey .. 4 6 6 

Praeanna Chandra Sen, 4th Master, Jenkins’ 

School .?. ... ... .. 15 3 2 

Dr. D. D. Gupta, Civil Surgeon ... ... 240 0 0 „ 

Constable Etrait Hossein ... ... 8 2 0 „ 

Do. Bam Sing ... ... 2 18 7 „ 

Do. Shaik Ealoo ... ... ... 2 6 4 „ 

Modhu Sudan Bhowmik, Fouzdary Peshkar ... 25 0 0 „ 

Constable Ashok Mohomed ... ... 4 0 0 „ 

Havildar, Basjit Sing ... ... ... 6 0 0 „ 

Sepoy Shaki Chand Pandey ... ... 8 8 0 „ 

Sepoy Ram Doyal Sing ... ... ... 8 8 0 „ 

Naik Mafrwal Das ... ... ... 5 0 0 

Braja Chandra Masumdar, Head Pundit, Gosani- 
mari Model School ... ... ... 8 0 0 „ 

Suriya Kanta Bose, Accountant, Cooch Behar „ 

Estate, Darjeeling ... ... ... 45 1 6 „' 

Sepoy Gonesh Sing ... ... ... 3 8 0 „ 

GaATtJmns to.— 

Constable Shaik Laban ... ... ... 72 0 0 

Maniruddin Khalifa, Toshakhana Department ... 90 0 0 

Ram Narain Chowdhury, 3rd Additional Teacher, 

Jenkins’ School ... ... ... 180 0 0 

Alibax, Chaprassee, P. W. D. Godown ... 42 0 0 

Sepoy Bishnn Doyal Sing ... ... 162 0 0 

Allowance to.— 

Amrita Sunker Sharbadhakbya ... ... 114 0 Per mensem. 


51. Central store of stationery .—A saving of Rs. ^OOO has been 
shewn in the revised budget of this year also. Articles to the value of 
Rs. 4,822-4-9, only were purchased, so that the actual saving has been over 
Rs. 1,500. Articles to the value of Rs. 4,148-4-0 were supplied to the 
several indenting officers of the State. The friction referred to last year has 
not ceased, but as officers get more accustomed to the system it will decrease. 
The grants tp some offices will have to be increased. 

52. Khedda .—The operations of the year are detailed in the report of 
the Superintendent of the State. Owing to the nature of season the operations 
were cut short as the elephants were suffering in health. The want of the 
supervision of the Superintendent of the Fliilkhana was also felt. ‘The 
financ ial results were not therefore so good as those of the previous year, bul 
they are still satisfactory. Si* elephants are still unsold. 

53. Grade and scale of pay of Mohmrirs .—Owing to thelow scaleof 
pay of the mohurirs, and the difficulty felt by them owing to the general 
rise in the price of articles of food, Your Highness in Council was pleased 
to sanction the following scheme for their benefit. * 
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There«e70 mohunra ur «H the departments of the offices in the 
State, of whom 24 have been placed in the let grade, and 28 each in the 
fleeond and third grades respectively. The scale of pay ef the three 
grades has been fixed .at Bs. 25 to Be. 80 by an annual increment of 
fie. 1; at Be. 20 to fits. 2S by the same annual increment; and at Be. 20 
respectively. Of the 24 in the 1st grade 2 previously drew Be. 40 each, 
and no alteration yas made as regards the pay of these mien. 

The scheme is being worked from the 1st of April 1898. 

54. Civil suit by Kumar LdUt Narayan of Bijni—The Kumar 
instituted a title suit against Rani Abhoyeswari of Bijni and took loans 
from the State for the prosecution of his case. The suit has been compro¬ 
mised, and Rani Abhoyeswari has executed a bond for Rs. 70,000 
in liquidation of part of these loans in favour of the Slate, and has engaged 
to pay maintenancfe to the Kumar. 

55. Leave to Gazetted officers .—The following gazetted officers 
were granted the period and kind of leave noted against their names. 



Names of officers. 

LUVI GBANTUS. 


Kind. 

Amount. 

1. 

Babu Jadub Chander Chackerbutty, Civil & Sessions Judge 1 

Privilege. 

1 month A 15 days. 

2. 

Mr. T. Ashton, Superintendent of the Philkhana 

Do. 

3 months. 

3. 

Babu Siirendra Nath Chackerbutty, ofEp. Sub-Naib Ahilkar 

Extraordinary. 

6 days. 

5 months A 6 days. 

4. 

„ Guru 1‘raaannH Siiilm, Inspector of Police... 

Medical. 

S. 

Ashutoah Ghosh, Naib Ahilkar ... 

Privilege. 

1 month. 

6. 

„ Nilkanta Chatteijee, State Pluuder, Public Prosecutor 
and Law Lecturer. 

Extraordinary. 

24 days. 

7. 

„ Narendra Nath Sen, Assistant Civil Judge 

Privilege. 

3 months. 

8. 

„ Gopal Cliandra Chatterjee, Naih Ahilknr ... 

Do. 

3 months. 

8. 

„ Promatha Nath Chatteriee, Snb-Naib Ahilkar 

Extraordinary. 

10 days. t 

2 months & 6 days. 

10. 

„ Uai Krishna Das, Malcutchery Naib Ahilkar and 
Treasury officer. 

„ Mohit Lai Sen, Assistant Surgeon... 

Privilege. 

11. 

Do. 

1 month & 26 days. 

12 . 

„ Priya Nath Dutt Fouadary Ahilkar 

Do. 

2 months & 17 days. 

13. 

„ Priya Nidhan Pulit, Head Clerk & Sheriatadar, Super¬ 
intendent of State 'a office. 

Do. 

2 months A 4 days. 

14. 

„ Uma Ckuran Roy, Head-Master Jonkirm’ School 

Do. 

16 days. 


56. Council office Establishment and conduct of officers .—Babu Satis 
Chandra Mustafi held the office of the Secretary during the year under report. 
The Council would be pleased to see this officer put more heart into his work. 

Babu Basanta Kumar 8en, Head-clerk, has discharged his duties 
creditably and to the entire satisfaction of the Council. Babu Sites Chandra 
Sanyal, Peshkar, *Babu Shoshi Bhusan Sen, 2nd clerk, and the rest of the 
office staff performed their respective duties satisfactorily. 

We have the honor to be, 

Yotjb Highness’ 

Most obedient servants, 

D. R. Lyall, 

Superintendent of the. State , Vice-President. 

Caiiga. Doss Dott, 

Devon of ike State, Member. 

Parrx Nath Dorr, 

Civil and Sessions Judge of the State, 

Judicial Member, 
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STATE COUNCIL^ COOOH BEHAE. 

$j,i un,fi,‘ fh'vini the institution $ disposed of Regular Appeals for the year 1837-98 



Statement shewing the institution $■ disposal of Criminal Appeals for the year 1897-98. 




Statement shewing the institution $ disposal of Special Appeals for the year 1897-98. 
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STATE council oooch behab. 

Statement shewing the institution fy disposal of Motions for the gear 1897-98. 



I, 

El 


Dibpoud or. 



j/na vhtt Daputouai. 

ji 

f 

’O' 

i 

I s 

4 

1 

i 

1 

humbu. 

OItLI Bcpartmcnb 

1 

H 

B 

a 

14 

l 

1» 

1 


Bctbim Dtpotmait... 

: | 

■ 

B 

... 

B 

... 

a 

■■ 


Ortmliud Department.. 


B 

■ 

9 

B 


7 

•• 


TOTAL 

| 

B 

10 

6 

39 

l 

38 

9 



Statement shewing the institution fy disposal of Miscellaneous Appeals for the year 

1897-98. 



| 

i 

i 


Disposed or. 


From what Department 

i. 

11 

gi 

la 

f 

, 

8 

j! 

; 

! 

c. 

' 

1 

j 

Confirmed. 

Struck off. 

| 

1 

H 

M 

i 

H 

i 

f 

CXtU Department. 

• 

Bfrenaa Department 


a 

a 

... 


1 

... 





1 

3 

Total 

•• 

a 

a 



1 


... 

•• 



1 

, 


Statement shewing the institution and disposal of Miscellaneous cases for the year 

1897-98. 


Katun of eaees. 

1 

IS 

1 

1 

r 

i 

i 

disposed or. 

i 

KPtAMS. 

0 

e 

j 

| 

1 

1 

t 

jCJioeUaneons canal*• ... 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

BB 


Statement shewing the institutions and disposal of Small Cause Court reference for 

the year 1897-98. 


Instituted daring &c year ... ... 

Total 

PiflpOfted Of ' ••••$■' ••••'■ ■••• • V.. 

Pending • > ' •• • ..«•• ”, • V ‘.ite 


. — 6 



SATtt CHASDBi McwrAil, 
Secretary, State Council, CoochSeha 










































APPENDIX. 


No. 2755, dated, Coooh Behar, the lSth December, 1897. 

Prom—D. R. LVall; Eng., Superintendent ofthe State, Coooh Behar. 

To—The President, State Counoil, Gooch Behar. 

It has necessarily token some lame to compile a trustworthy record of 
the very extensive losses caused by the earth-quake of the 12th of June, and I 
otfet no further apology for the delay in submitting the report called for by 
Council letter No. 608, dated the 16th of July last. On receipt of the above 
letter I asked the Fouzdary Ahilkar, and the Superintendent of Works to submit 
reports which have been received, and I shall make large use of them particularly 
of the latter. 

2. This report will be divided into two main parts. I—*tfhe Earth-quake, 

its extent and nature, and II—The effects of the Earth-quake and particularly 
the losses caused by it. • 

3. I .—The Earth-quake, its extent and nature .—The shock took place 
a little before 5 p.m. on the 12th of June. The main wave was undoubtedly 
from north-east to south-west, but there wsb in addition to the main wave, an 
oscillating and rotary movement to which much of the damage, may be ascribed. 
To this movement appears to be due much of the damage done to pillars and 
turrets, which were cut through, and turned partially round. From effects 
subsequently noted it would also appear that the sub-strata of the earth were in 
a violent state of commotion, working one in one direction, and another in 
another. This was shown by effect of the earth-quake on iron imbeded in 
holding sandy soil. One length of pipe in a Norton’s tube-well had eleven 
bends in it when taken out, and Mr. Anderson, the Engineer-in-Chief of the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway, informs me that the same effect has been found a 
in the Mogulhat bridge. I have not seen mention of this action in any book I* 
have seen on the subject of earth-quakes. 


The day was a fine one, and it was happily the Mohurrum festival holiday, 
and in consequence nearly the whole of the inhabitants of the town were ga¬ 
thered in the Palace grounds. There was no indication whatever of the coming 
catastrophe, and the shaking had gone on for sometime before any sound was heard. 
The first oscillation was not violent, but it rapidly increased in force, and towards 
the middle the shocks were not only exceedingly violent, but the feeling was ob 
if the earth was being shaken as a terrier does a rat or, as another has described 
it, as if a number of loose brides were placed in a box and shaken. Shortly after 
the first severe shock the earth began to open up, and from many, but not 
all, of the fissures, water and sand were spouted out, but not to any great 
height. Personally I saw none over about two feet, and probably three feet 
was the utmost height attained, but m%ay say it was much higher. The water 
that came out was warm, but not warmer than the temperature of ordinary sub¬ 
soil water at the end of a hot sunny day in June.' There were reports of smoke, 
and got water, and sulphurous smell, but I do not hold that there is shy good 
evidence of such. This opening of the ground had appareqtiy a more terrifying 
effect on the people than even the earth-quake itself. The fissures were in 
places very large and long, and at the same time as these opened out, the 
surface of the earth,. which had been aB flat as a billiard table, became undnlat- 
ing.the esrth sinking in places and rising in others. A rumour got about 
that thei whole State would soon sink, ana became a lake, and many people 
prepared rafts, to save themselves and their property from the anticipated flood. 
Alter the mam shock there were foany smaller shocks that same xught, but I 
cannot find that uj record was kept by any one that night. 

shocks from records kept by the: Civil Surgeon, 
lfwL v , 'ofWdrks, and supplemented between 28th Jane and 

lutn july by a record I kept up. This list, though it contains ajreoord cjfno 
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less th*n 188 shockB in addition to the great shock, is by no means complete 
M TOuiy of the shocks which took place at night were not recorded, kit it ie 
sufficient to show the great Humber which took (dace for months after the 12th 
Of June, and that the earth has not yet became quiescent. Some of these 
shocks would have been called severe had they occurred before the great earth¬ 
quake. To the best of my belief these shocks have had a considerable effect 
in levelling the surface of the earth, and filling up^ fissures." It is remarkable 
that they have done practically no harm to the buildings in this State, either 
to those which suffered severely on the 12th of June, or to those which escaped 
on that day. 

4. II. — Effect* of the Earth-quake. — (a) Lots of Mfe. —As above stated the 
great shock took place on the day of the Mohurrum festival; all offices were 
therefore closed, and the great bulk of the people were out of doors, and to 
this may be attributed the comparatively small loss of life that took place. 
Outside the town of Cooch Behar there was no loss of life, and in the town 
eight only were . killed. Of these five, two adults and three children, were 
buried in the ruins of the Chotakothi. One, an Aide-de-camp of Your Highness, 
was so severely injured in escaping from the Palaoe that he died that night. 
The seventh case was that of the watchman on duly on the Jubilee Tower to 
watch for fires. He fell with the tower, a height of nearly 60 feet, and yet 
lived for two days. The last case was that of a coolie who was under treatment 
in the Hospital. The verandah came down, and in trying to escape this man 
was knocked down and hurried. There was one marvellous escape in the Palace 
A s mall Ooriya servant was knocked down by, and buried under, a mass of 
masonry weighing many tons, and had to be pulled out, yet was absolutely 
uninjured, his body having fitted into a concave part of the mass. lu the 
whole State, 1? cattle are reported to have been killed by the fall of houses. 

5. (6)— Damage to Pucea Bouses and Buildings. —I annex a statement 

P Budta SiiiwiiTinon . swro marked B. showing the loss incurred in State 
MirhihLunpa", ?’,97o buildings as estimated by the Superintendent of 

Mckiigunj „ ... wo Works. In addition to the State buildings destroyed 

02,220 or damaged the Fouzdary Ahilkar reports that private 
pucca buildings to the value of Rs. 82,290 have been 
destroyed as shown in the margin. * The Superintendent of Works writes as 
follows regarding the damage done to the State houses. 

, HHftct on buildings. —There had been three distinct Causes of injury on each building, 
ois oscillation, fissures end sinking. 

Oscillation. —Where damage had been oensed only by oscillation it must be understood 
that it conld have been avoid'd 1 ; adopting precautionary steps at the time of making the 
desiguof the building, and by using better materials, as well as by adopting better work¬ 
manship. The collapse of a portion of the west wing of the Palace'and the damages caused 
by falling turrets are mainly attributable to oscillation. The portion of the Tennis Court roof 
would not have fallen if properly tied. 

In spite of the fissure in the corner of the Superintendent of State’s office, the 
verandah would not have collapsed if there had been connecting ties with the main building. 

The damages done to the Jenkins’ Sohool building also belong to this class. But they 
aw to be attributed neither to want of precautionary steps in the design, nor to bad work¬ 
manship, but to bad materials. « / ; 

fbwiitw.—Several buildings have been tom asunder by fiasuree caused to the ground 
mud extending to the structure resting on it. Had the materials and workmanship been 
good the fissures would not have caused the braidings to fall dawn as the Fousdarv Cutohery, 
a portion of the Palace, e portion of the Lansdown Hall, and Hash! Kant Talookar’t house 
would dearly testify. 

Through all these buildings fissures passed from end to end, mucks m the 

foundation and superstructure, buildings the shook very welL The collapse Of the 
Dewan’s offloe was dae to this cause, bemuse the materials and the workmanship were not 
what one would wish. 

fi’aktnp.—The most dangerous of the three oenscs of damage aa stated above is sinking 
Keither the mortar joints nor ths bricks sre elastic enough to resist any amount Of unequal' 
silking, or preventing any part of the structure from going not of plumb. When any 
building or a portioned (tanks, serious damage is sure to tdUw if the settlement be .not 
Uniterm., *’*•**'■“ 
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Sinking compil'd with Smm hi* destroyed th# following buildings:— 

(1) Suporinteodont of State's house. 

(g) Sub-divisional bnildingi. 

: (3) Cowwfl effloe. 

The Urt one oatdd hsTft resisted the slight sinkinghid tho oementing materials been 
good. ■" ^ 

The present ooftm&fb of the Superinteddent of State’* house, even after tho deplorable 
damage* done to it, proves the value of good: material end good workmanship in resisting 
the various cause* or destruction, A corner of it sank 1-6*, the floors were op heaved, ana 
a portion went about S feet out of the plnmh, and fiunree pawed through all aides. In spite 
of all them fee greater part of the building did not borne down. 

It js evident therefore that much can be done to minimise damages to building* from 
earthquakes, if their oonseqnenoes are taken into consideration at the time of makffig the 
designs, selecting the sites, and if good materials be used, and skill in workmanship insured 
when they are constructed. 

The Palace has Buffered most from the first of the three causes named by 
the Superintendent of Works, owing to the effect of oscillation on'the numerous 
turrets and terminals which adorned it. Practically the whole of these came 
down, and as many of them were solid masonry weighing many tons they 
broke their way through walls and roofs. But for such damages the north 
wing of the Palace would have almost escaped injury, and as the Superintend¬ 
ent of Works remarks the way in which the walls of the Palace and of the 
Superintendent's house stood, even after the enormous injuries received, shows 
how good workmanship pays. As a contrast I would instance the Chotakothi, 
the fall of which is mentioned above. It fell in front of me, and it simply 
collapsed into itself, no two bricks adhering to each other. To a amalW extent 
the case of the Treasury building, and the Jenkins’ School is the same. The 
contractor must hava put in either little, or bad lime, and so the buildings, 
were much more damaged than taey ought to have been. It will be observed 
that the estimate sent up does not Bhow cost of repairs. It would be impossible 
to show this until a decision is come to what is to be done in each case, and 
such deoision will in many cases have to lie over for years. 

6, (cl —Damagi to crops.— I am thankfol to be able to record that this 
was practically nil. The Fouzdary Ahilkar pats the damage in the whole 
State at Rs. 900. Even where fissures opened out, and sand was spread over 
the growing crops, the plants were for the most part sufficiently matured to be 
able to stand the shock. Had the crops been young, the damage would have 
been much greater, but the early or Sitri rice was nearly ripe, ana the late rice 
and jute also suffered little. In a very few places the sand spread over the soil 
is so Bterile, that crops can not be expected on the area affected for a year or 
two, bat the most of the sand is of the same nature as the surface soil of the 
State, and no harm will result. In fact in places there, appears to be actual 
benefit from the top dressing. Trees too suffered very little at the time, bat 
since the earth-quake a good many trees have died apparently from the effect 
of the eartb-qaeike on their roots. I have seen much more direct damage done 
to trees in a much less severe earth-quake. . 

7. (d)— Damage to WdU.—AW classes of wells have been damaged 

whether btctha, country-ringed, Ranignnge pipe, or masonry. , Even one 
Norton’s tube well was damaged, as stated in paragraph 8 of this* report Most 
of the wells which were yielding water at the time iff the Earth-quake were 
filled up to their brim with sand. In a good many oases thesaudsothrown 
up bum; sofbe feet within the next few days, but this aid not take plaoe in all 
cases. The masonry and earthen-ware pipes on the wells were also broken and 
ahattertd. The damage to private' wells is esfeated by t^ Ahilkar 

*t R» 10,900, while the Superintendent of Worlce estimates the damage to 
State wells at lb 10,000, and to wella in the town at fii 8.400. This officer 
also reports teat the earth-quake cleared out some 4d and disused wells which 
"ftd got filled: up and that some such are now yielding good water. In sneh 
c&tea lotahs and other d&ris snch as usually found inwells were shot up. 

8- (cjbrr&amaft fii -lemts—lt will not be possible to estimate tins damage 
until next spcing, but it is known that the beds of many iamb farce beta 
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upbeaved. In the town many tanka* which were oafy partially full before the 
earth-quake at once became brimfull. The banka of tanka alao Buffered 
severely from fiuaurea, and houaea near tanka Buffered badly from this cause. 
The fine tank known aa Shonath's Dighee near Gdahanunari with its brick 
sides and atone ghats has suffered greatly. The Superintendent of Works 
reports that “the Jerraced platform has men cracked, bed upheaved and the 
brick facing destroyed”. This wka an important archmologieal remain, and 
steps should be taked to prevent racther damage.. 1 do not think any money 
estimate of damage done to tankB can be more than a guess, but the Superin¬ 
tendent of Works puts down the damage to town tanks at Aa 45,500 and to 
irofossil tanks at fit 15,000. I would only aay that the banka of few have 
eleaped damage, and that pncca ghats have bIbo generally Buffered. t 

0. (f)—Damage to roads .—Aa regards roads, the Superintendent of Works 
writes as follows 

Effect on rooff *.—The roads have been damaged in two ways viz by fissures and sinking. 

Fiuuret .—Fissures either run along the length of the roads for a considerable distance 
or out ucroes a road in passing through the fields. 

In the 4th, and the fithamile alao in the Haldibari portion of the Emigration Road a 
series of bagitndinal fissures were seen with very small spaces between each fissure. The 
subsequent flood and rain water aooentuated the mischief caused by these fissures, and many 
serious damages to the roads were thus occasioned. 

Sinking .—Almost all the roads in the State suffered more or lesa from sinking. It is 
curious to notice that miles and miles of roads subsided some 2 or 3 feet, and in some places 
altogether disappeared under the ground. Many good avenue trees have died on account of 
the subsidence ot the ground. 

The copy of the Coooh Behar map herewith enclosed will shew the position of the roads 
and their length, and the portions colored bine will indicate the parts that suffered either 
from sinking or from fissures. 

I annex the map above referred to, and also a statement marked C prepared 
by the Superintendent of Works showing the value of the damage done to roads 
amounting to Aa- 8,82,500. This damage can only be repaired very gradually, 
* and it may not be found necessary to restore the roads in all cases to their old 
level. The estimate provides that this shall be done. As I shall have to 
remark in dealing with the effect of the earth-quake on the land, levels have 
been greatly affected, and low places upheaved, so that very probably where 
the road had to be raised four feet before the earth-quake one may be found 
sufficient now. Surface drainage will also be affected. It will therefore be 
wise to restrict road repairs for we current, and probably also for the following 
year, to such surface repairs as are found necessary to make the roads good 
cold-weather tracks, leaving the work of raising until the level actually required 
is better known. A few of the main roadawill have to be more thoroughly 
repaired, but to attempt to deal with more than a few tins year would probably 
be a mere waste of money. 

10, (g)~Effbct m bridges.—'The Superintendent of Works also submits 
a statement herewith forwarded marked D showing M» 68,000 as (he amount of 
damage done to bridges. The fruitions of the main bridges are also marked 
on the map sent. On tins dubject he writes :— 

The bridges have suffered more on account of sinking than any thing ebe.* la case of 
bridges fiw sinking was vary unequal, consequently the shape assumed by each bridge is 
fantastically ourioua. ^ 

Both the bed of the river in its different portions, as well as the road being, of different 
consistency, each pier or abutment has been upheaved or depressed according to the nature 
of substratum on which they were built. 

8ome bridges were made exactly like triangles. The abutment sank and the pices lit 
the bed of the river or streamlet upheaved and the form given to the snperstuetnre was exactly 
that of the two sides of a triangle. Some long bridges took' so many different bends both 
hnriiontslly and vertically that tbsy were curious to look at, and appeared ffk* steep iff 
railways sad switch-book nulways c ombin ed. 

Tlfa'AsMgliori'fe'lB; no way exaggerated, fad it is marvellous to toe how 
bridges can be contorted ami twisted about,* and yet remain sericeous. 
Straight bridges have been twutedintooums, one side of the road way has 






been sunk, 


while tiie other hag been raised, or the whcfle has been raised as 
* the Superintendent of Works. Bridges have also been forced 
tk»* nr four feet in many places over the land. Theloss on bridges, Idee 
tb^on roads, can only W aiade good gradually. 

11. (*)—Damftys to the Railway .—The remarks on roads and bridges 
apply to the Railway, but the effects of the earth-quake and its enormous power 
were more strikingly marked on the Railway. The eye is accustomed to 


wc „ more strikingly marked on the Railway, 
regularities of surface in roads, but an undulating Railway is an entirely new 
sensation. Necessarily these undulations, and still more the deviations from 
straight lines caused by the earth-quake, had to be removed before traffic could 
be resumed, but Messrs Rapp and Go. secured some photographs before the 
permanent way was restored, which show very vividly the effects of the earth¬ 
quake. I have in the last paragraph referred to the altered levels of the coun¬ 
try, and this is very clearly visible in going along the line, as in many places 
the bridges now seem to be placed on the highest parts of the couutry, and 
there is a dip between each bridge. The Superintendent of Works estimates 
the damage done to the line at ft» 40,000 which is very much in excess of the 
sum named to me verbally by the Engineer-in-chief of the Eastern Bengal 
State Railway. That officer has submitted no estimate tip to date, and I fear 
that of the Superintendent of Works is approximately correct. 

12. (»)—Effects an the Lands, Rivera and Drainage .—I think it best to 
deal with the above effects under one heading, as the effects of the earth-quake 
are in many respects the same as regards all three, and to deal with them 
separately would entail a certain amount of repetition. 


Previous to the earth-quake the whole land of this State was almost a dead 
level, with a slight slope from North to South, and with a few depressions 
caused by beds of rivers and water courses, and by bheels. Now it u more or 
less undulating, even though, as I have already stated in paragraph three, the 
subsequent shocks may to a certain extent have resulted in a restoration of fhe 
original state of things. The chief effects were upheavals, depressions, and fissures. 
With reference to upheavals the Superintendent of Worfps reports as follows :—* 


“Beds of old water-courses, Jheels and Bheels are the places which have been greatly 
upbeaved. Owing to such upheavals many shyrat mehals in the State have lost their impor¬ 
tance, and are likely not to yield as much revenue as they used to do before.” 

As stated by the Superintendent of Worka the low parts of the State have 
in many places been raised, and on tbe whole I am inclined to think that the 
upheaval has been more general than the depression, and if I am correct in this 
view, the opinion expressed in paragraph nine that it will not be necessary to 
raise all the roads to their former level will hold good. This view is to some 
extent confirmed by the effect of the flood of tbe 2nd and 3rd September on 
the Railway. I bblieve that the line bad before that date been lowered on an 
average abont two feet, yet the flood did not damage it. I may also add the 
bheels reserved for the elephants have not yielded so much fodder aB usual, 
owing to the smaller quantity of water in them. The depressions are in soma 
cases in old beds of streams, though in most cases these have been upheaved, 
but are also very generally caused by fissures. Undoubtedly the most fear 
inspiring feature of the earth-quake was the fissures. No one had ever seen 
such a convulsion of nature, and none knew where they would end. In places 
they were very numerous, particularly on banks of rivers, and tanks, but they 
were just* as numerous in other places far removed from such influence. To 
* u j k° w numerous the fissures Were in places I may mention that where I 
i up at toe time of the shock, in the Maharanee’s road there was one 
assures jmt under my horse’s nose m seoond under where I sat in a American 
““Kgy, and a third close to my hind wheel. Some were of great length, exten- 
‘7 n & t “ a Superintendent of Works reports, for miles, and I have measured one 
dv lljx i: house of over $ of a mile. Their general direction was in the 

irecuon of the earth-quake wave, but there are many also running east and 
, ?■* <Bffi“«noes, fte observed in places not far from each other, and 
not affected by any river. 
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I annex » plan of the race coarse showing the tssares in this space. The 
soil of this area is less sand; than in most parts of the State, and, apparently 
from that cause the fissures here differed front those in the rest of the State. 
Where the soil was sandy the usual form of the fissure was a simple opening from 
which sand and water issued, while In the race course there was generally a 
double fissure, and the soil between these fissures sank from a foot to eighteen 
inches, and as a rule®no sand or witter issued. The traces of most fissures have 
been erased by cultivation, hence litave thought it well to preserve this reoord 
of the effects of the earth-quake. 

The general opinion is that the beds of rivers have been raised, but owing 
to the extensive alterations of level above referred to it is difficult to give a 
very decided opinion. There is no doubt that owing to the fissures on the 
banks of rivers the current has done more damage to the banks than usual, and 
most of the rivers have been widened from this cause, but whether next rains 
will result in any extensive changes in the river system or not, it is now impos¬ 
sible to say. I am disposed on the whole to say that it will not do so, founding 
this opinion on the effects of the flood of the 2nd and 3rd September, but it 
will need the experience of at least one, and more probably two or three rains, 
before a final conclusion can be drawn, and the same may be said as regards 
drainage. All the upheavals and depressions above referred to must affect 
local drainage, and this was very visible in the town of Cooch Behar, but 
Whether the effect will be bad or good no one can yet say. 

13. The following is an abstract of the damage done within the State. 

Rs. 

■ Damage to State buildings in Cooch Behar. Statement B ... 10,35,057 
Damage to roads. Statement C. ... ... ... 3,82,500 

Damage to bridges. Statement D.... ... ... 68,900 

Damage to roads, bridges, drains, tanks, and wells &c, in the 
towns under the Municipality ... ... ... 1,43,200 

Damage to buildings other than state. Vide paragraph 5 ... 82,290 

Damage to Railway. Paragraph 11... ... ... 40,000 

Damage to wells exclusive of town wells ... ... 26,900 

Damage to tanks ditto tanks ... ... ... 15,000 


Total 


... 17,93,847 


I have not included in the above the petty losses of crops, cattle and 
cutcha houses which may roughly be taken at about Rs. 8,250. . 

14. In addition to the above, losses to Your Hignness’ Zemiudaries, Dar¬ 
jeeling, and Calcutta properties have also suffered from the earth-quake. The 
Superintendent of Works has valued the losses in the Zemiudaries in buildings, 
tanks and wells at Rs. 18,000, and the loos at Woodlands at Rs 7,000 It is 
more difficult to value the Darjeeling losses as all the six houses which collapsed 
were old. Their rental was over 10,000 per annum, and ifr will cost over 2$ 
lakhs to rebuild them, but the houses were in themselves not of much value. 

15. In a bare recital of facts like the present, it would be out of place to 

dwell on the more sensational aspects of the earth-quake. Your Highness’ 
own escape was a Very narrow one, and many others, had equally narrow 
escapes. The small loss of life as compared with the enormous loss o£ property 
is specially noteworthy. It may roughly be said that most of the works done 
in Your Highness’ reign have either been destroyed, or so badly damaged, as 
to require to be practically re-made, and for many yean the demands on the 
« - • ' • Public Works will be very heavy. ' * 



A. 

Record Earthquake chock*. 



,12th June 1897. 
33th „ 


5 p.m. 

9 a.m. 

I p.m. 
4-45 p.m. 
7 a.m. 

7-30 a.m. 

II a.m. 

11- 80 a.m. 
18 p.m. 

12- 15 p.m. 
12-45 p.m. 

1- 30 p.m. 

2- 30 p.m. 
4-30 p.m. 

6 a.m. 

7 a.m. 
10-45 a.m. 
2 p.m. 

5 p.m. 

6 p.m. 

7-50 p.m. 
10-35 p.m. 

10- 45 pan. 
11 p.m. 

11- 55 p.m. 

12- 3 a.m. 
12-8 a,m, 
1-15 a.m. 

1- 33 a.m. 

2 a.m. 

2- 21 a.m. 

2- 51 a.m. 

3- 4 a.m, 

3- 45 a.m. 

4- 26 am. 
11-25 a.m. 
11-52 a.m. 

1- 52 p.m. 

2- 15 pm. 
2-45 p.m. 

8 p.m. 


11-5 p.m. 
11-15 p.m. 
11-40 p.m, 
3-10 a.m. 

3- 25 a.m> 

4- 25 a.m.' 
8 ami. 
11a.m. 

7 pjn. 


l-ao a jo. 
5-40 ajn. 
' 8-30 aim. 
12 noon 
Opju. 

7 p.m. 
Sftjn. 

8-80 p.m. 


20th Jane 1097, 


1st July 1897. 
2nd 


wth 


1 a.m. 

7-20 a.m. 

2 p.m. 

1-20 a.m. 

8 p.m. 

1-20 a.m. 

6 p.m. 

7- 5 p.m. 
4-10 p.m. 

* 9 p.m. 

9- 10 p.m. 
1-30 p.m. 
1-33 pjn. 

10 p.m. 

8- 10 a.m. 

7- 55 am. 

1- 30 p.m. 

3 p.m. 

3- 43 p.m. 

10- 30 p.m. 

2- 53 p.m. 

3 p.m. 

12 mid-night. 
2-30 a.m. 
10-30 a.m. 

10- 45 a.m. , 

11- 35 a.m. 

I- 30 p.m., 

II- 15 a.m. 

1- 15 p.m. 
11-30 a.m. 

2- 35 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

8- 15 a.m, 

8-15 p.m. 

5- 30 a.m. 

7-45 p.m. 
11-40 a.m. 
1-30 p.m, 

4- 80 a.m. 

1- 12 p.m. 

9 p.m. 

3 a.m. 

7-25 a.m. 

8 a.m. 

1330 p.m. 

6- 30 a.m. 

5- 40 a.m. 

I a.m. 

7- 45 a.m. 

II a.m. 

2- 30 pjn. 

4 a.m. . 

2-45 pjn. 


5 p.m. 

8 p.m. 

8 a.m. 
10-%) p.m. 

5-80 a.m. 
3-15 pjn. 




18th July 1897. 

12-5 a. m. 

19th August 1897 

19th 

ft 

5-13 a. m. 

21st. 

19 

19 

11 

6 6-40 a. m. 

27th 

91 

>1 

11 

11-30 a. m. 

28th 

9* 


11 

8-30 p. m. 

19 

11 

20th 

1) 

6-40 a. m. 

19 

n 

21st 

11 

2-30 p. m. 

29th 

ii 

H 

11 


91 

ii 

22nd 

11 

after mid-night. 

19 

91 

23rd 

19 

4 p. m. 

31st 

99 

24th 

11 

10-50 a. m. 

1st September 1897 

25th 

)} 

12-10 p. m. 

18th 

99 

26th 

99 

3 a. m. 

19th 

91 

ii 

’ < 

19 

10-25 p. m. 

20th 

91 

28th 

99 

12-10 p. m. 

27th 

» \ 

30th 

•• 

2-50 a. ro. 

3rd October 1097. 


91 

• 9-54 p. m. 

5th 

91 

81st 

11 

3-10 a. in. 

91 

19 

1st August 1897, 

6-31 p. m. 

9th 

H 

2nd 

11 

9 p. m. 

11th 

11 

11 

11 

9-57 p. m. 

17th 

19 

3rd 

19 

9-5 p. m. 

22nd 

11 

91 

11 

9-20 p. m. 

» 

91 

11 

11 

11-22 p. m. 

11 

U 

4th 

11 

11 a. in. 

99 

11 

6th 

! 

3-30 a. in. 

23rd 

19 


11 i 

11-25 a. in. 

25th 

is 

7th 

1 

19 

6 a. m. 

2nd Novr. 1897. 

13th 

! 

ii i 

7-35 p. m. 

ii 

11 

15th, 

ii 

4-10 a. in. 

11 

11 

16th 

ii 

7-26 a, m. 

4th 

91 

17th 

99 

11-48 p. m. 

8th 

1 

19 1 

18th 

” i 

12-10 a. m. 

21st 

„ ! 


ii ; 

6-30 a. in. 

29th 

.. i 

91 

1 

i 

11-30 p. in. 

7th Dec. 1897. 


4 a.m. 

11 a.m. 

11 a.m. 

4 a.m. 

6- 30 a.m. 

2- 50 p.m. 

7 a.m. 

7- 30 p.m. 
11-30 p.nt 
4*15 p.m. 

3- 20 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

4- 30 p.m. 
1-30 pan. 
10 pan. 

7- 15 a.m. 
10-45 a.m. 

9- 30 p.m. 

1- 15 a.m. 

5 a.m. 

6 a.m. 

3-30 a.m. 

12 moon. 
3-30 p.m. 

6 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

10- 30 pan. 
5 a.m. 

11- 21 a.m. 

12- 15 pan. 

8- 25 pan. 
8-20 pan. 

2- 10 a.m. 
2-45 p.m. 
1-82 p.m. 
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Statement thouing the names of building! with their booh vtiltie, awl the valuation at which thej 
ten be held qfter the neeAtarg repairs are done to them. 


Nine at building.. # 


i..~Vw'i Dhmmua*!* ... 1849-0 

i'. -i'Ij'.'I wiih out-hoMM 1877-8 

Han.liracn'a Bungalow with out- 18M-S 

hi vise*. 

. - . ■ : Building ... 1887-9 

;• I ■ ititutiun with out- 1898-9 

house*. 

Church — 1872-7 

Cemetery 1876-7 

Corrugated iron shed for Bazar... 1882-6 

1 College Building with out-honsm 1890-9 

Council and Civil Judge* office 1877-7 

with wing*. 

Civil Surgeons Bnngalow at Nil- 1871-7 
kothi with out-house*. 

Civil -Surgeon’* Bungalow in the 1896-9 
Palace compound. 

Pcwan'a house with nut-hnuufi* ... 1894-91 

Dewan'* office with out-bouac* ... 1872-9 

Dewany an ! * *. ■ "'irt ... 1870-7 

Dispensary * • ■ ■*** ... 1877-9! 

Puce* mortuary ... ... 1804-01 

Ennwen Girls Shcnol... ... 1896-0! 

Furniture Godown ... ... 1884-9! 

Skin Godown ... ... ... 1800-9! 

'' i ,- 41 ■••ar* 1891-91 

I • is ■ i. ■*%■*:.* ii: 1884-81 

f- • f T -i’..irr pr -’in' 1 * 1885-9 

. . • !li.■ :>■■ i -«.•!> 1878-81 

bus. 

KulMlivisional Kutchery at Mek- 1886-81 
ligunj. 

.Ditto ditto V .’...I ii.nga ... 1893-9 

Ditto ditto Inmiaui ... 1896 93 

Ditto ditto Fulhari ... 1890-91 

Lanadouriiv Hull ... ... i894-9f 

Old Library Building with site 1872-7 1 

Aisle*. 

Native Guest house No. 1, Gopal 1882-Si 
Balm's hollar. 

Native Guest home No. 2, Joy ...... 

Itjilm's hoiiae. 

OuHiousi'H of Palace, Puces Ten- 1899-94 

in* Court. 

Swimming Bath 4c. ... ... 1889-8] 

Market Court ... ... ]8Mo-81 

Home for the Steward... ... 1892-93 

Hollar of Mi-. Oakley ... ... 1892-98 

Pirtii servants'quarters ... 1895-96 

tlid 1 langer Aye's houae ... Not known 

Uuj Mata a hnuae ... ... Ditto 

Present Kitchen ... ... Ditto 

Small Pilcca house ... ... Ditto 

h* 1 "* . .. 187IWB 

Post-omcr with out-hoiea ... 1880-89 

Public Work* Office ... ... 1882-88 

Store Godown ... ... 1872-78 

Quartern for the Accountant Genl. 1892-98 

Quarters for the Physician to 1891-92 

Their Highnoa*. 

Quartern for the Minister to N-D. 1 (02-98 

Church. • 

Quarter* for the Assistant Surgeon 1892-98 

Record Office... ... ... 1fl7ft.7tl 

Sun-dUl . iSIM* 

Jenkins School ... ... lRui-ftl 

Hunity College ... ... IftTftei 

VernacularSchool ... ... ipffiflB 

Superintendent of State'* Office U7tZ 

Hattltitnent N.ib Ahilkar'. OEo. ] 487-48 

a^" S"?. C “ #h H< "*" — 1887-08 

Po ^“ Hution nd cook 1877-08 

Horn. 188J48 

Ditto Cook room A V.rud^i... 1874-78 

8«*wt'« Quartan . 188441 

„ jWtoi. 7uira. 

Moann Mohan Thakurberiee ... Immloi 

•Bhohany Thokursnee ... 1889-90 

Nursing Thaknrtoi. iSTS 

1 “>« 

... 

: 

EmS”:: -'. ? §* 



I Not known 
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0 .—List qf Roads in the State damaged by the Earthquake. 


„ , , . Srtta»ta4 

__ . - , mi n Yw in wiuoq Totftl ooit. lou by 

Naanai of Rood. Mileage. completed. Earthquake, 




JJame of Bridget. 


Emigration Road i cut of 
Co'ich Bekar. 

4th mile puooa Bridge 
Haakhoa ditto 

Kalapenee ditto 
Dolung ditto 

19th mile ditto 
Bh&nda Dhopa ditto 
Dhorla ditto 

Dhoboliooty ditto 
Shaniajana ditto 
Boalmary ditto ... 

Ditto No. 2 ditto 
46th mile ditto 
Ditto ditto 

Buxa Road. 
Ohor|j;horia Bridge ... 

Lovkooty Road. 

Torn . 

Ghorghoria 
Lehagir No. 2 

Bolorampur Road. 
Chakradara 
Kalindi ... 

Rungpur Road. 
Bhatagnree 
Pnooa Bridge* 

Kokina Road vith branch*. 
Raahidanga Bridge ... 

Jotna No. 2 ... ... 

Shetal ... 

Dinkata Mekligwy Road. 
Jhingapoony Bridge 
Bagdooar „ ... 

Nakeawary _ 

Shttalkhuchoc Road. 
Khootamar* 

Boor* Dhorla 

Crou Road^rtm Patgran to 

2 Iron Bridgei 
Wo oden „ 



Nature of 

Span or 

Bridge. 

lift. 














8,500 Undn 
6,000 UWWI 
200 
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No. 1248. 

fW 

D. E. LY’ALL, Esq., c.s.i., 

Superintendent of the Cooch Behar*State, 

COOCH BEHAR, 

To 

HIS HIGHNESS the MAHARAJAH BHUP BAHADUR 

IN COUNCIL, COOCH .BEHAR. 


Dated , Cooch Behar, the 28M July 1898. 


Youh Highness, 

I hate the honor to submit the Annual Reports of the Depart¬ 
ments of the State under my control for the year 1897-98. 

2. The post of the Superintendent of the State was filled by me through¬ 
out the year under report. • 

3. The table below shows the dates on which the reports of the different 
departments were received and the sections of this report which relate to each 
department. 


1. Criminal Justice, Received 15th June 

... Paragraphs 

. 4 to 

27 

2. Police ... „ 17th „ 

... „ 

28 „ 

56 

8. Jail and Lock-ups ... 4th „ 

... „ 

57 „ 

76 

4. Department of Public Works, 28th „ 

••• 2* 

77,, 

107 

5. Education ... 

... „ 

108 „ 

146 


(a) Primary and Middle, 25th June 

(b) Higher, Victoria College and Jenkins’ School, 24th June 

* (c) Boarding Institution Do. 
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Do. ••• 


165 „ 166 

11* The State Library 

• at 
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» 
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IS. The Saperifttendeat of State's office, 17th July 


168 
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ADMINISTRATION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 

4. Charge of the office .-Babu Priya Nath Itett, MAJkt, was Fonadsiy 
AhlW throughout the year hut was on privilege leave from the St «t of November 
1897 to the 6ih of February 1898, during which period IJabu Narendra Nath 
Sen, b.l., Assistant GivU Judge, officiated for him. The names of the offloen 
who hold charge of'the subordinate criminal posts, and the changes which took 
place are shewn in the following statement 


SoMivuion Nine of Nub Ahilkir. Term employed. 


Sadder... Baba Oopsl Chandra 1st April 1S97 to Babn Pramstha Hath 1st Maroh to 81st 
Chatteijee, b.l. 8th February 1898. Chatterjee, sai.l.* March 1888. 

Baba* Baj K r i b h ns 9th February to 81 at 
Das. March 1898. 

Toofangnnj Babn HarendraNorain 1st April 1897 to Baba Bams Charan 1st April to 6tb 
Chowdhury, b.l. 6th February 1898. Neogi, b.l. February 1898. 



Bama Charan Neogi 7th February to 81st 
b.l., March 1898. 

Dinhata... Babu Hari Nath Basn, 1st April 1897 to Babu Bajani Ksata 
b.l. 81st March 1898. Bhaamick, u.a. b.l. 


1st to 7th April 
1897, and (torn 
14 th May 1897 to 
Slat March 1898. 
Babn Snrondr* Nath 8th April to 19th 
Chackorhutty, m.a. b.l. May 1897. 

Matho-' 

)>hanga Babu Ashntosh Ghosh, 1st April to 30th Babn Jsgad Ballabh 1st April 1897 to 
b.l. ’ May 1897 and from Biswas, n.a. b.l. 80th May 1897, 

, 80th June 1897 to and 30th Juno 

81st March 1898. ‘ 1897 to Slat 

March 1898 

Jsgad Ballabh Biswas, 31st May to 39tfa 
a. a,b.l. June 1897. 

Nil m 

Mekligunj Babn Psdma Nath 1st April 1897 to 
Das, b.l. Slat March 1898, 


CrimM ‘ on the 5 th rabnmylSSI and trWt 

Municipal cases in the town of Cooch Behar were tried by Babn MonHohaa 
BUX rt, T ° ere Wa8 n0 dumge “ ^ P eMonnel of the officers dosing the year under 

5. Criminal Statutice.—The number of cases institoied in the mat three 
years is given in the following table:— 



1896-96 ... 

. . vm Mil m 

1896- 97 ... , 

1,965 1,964 

1897- 98 ... ... .... 

_ - M*« 1,144 





haring leas «arpto» a»raey to spend on litigation owing to she high prices, bat 
chiefly owiM to w» eBMt of the earthquake which seined ^paralyse the 
people yd oham t hem t o their homes ; 10 that, although the courts were open 
and fssay toyvork witnin A days of ike earthquake, the litigants refused to come to 
oowt, and e**a when they came, objected to enter the oourt house from fear of its 
coaepae should another earthquake take place. 

6. Andysis of cognizable crime.— Statsxkht A, Parts' I & III. 

return shows a decrease of 8 cases Under this «ln« the 
figures being 44 against 47 in the previous ye r. No less than 40 of these oases 
were under the heading of rioting. This is due to the occurrence of several cases 
of grain riots, and it was beyond the power of the Police to prevent most of these 
cases. 

Glass II.—109 cases were reported againBt 96 in the previous year, or an 
increase of 18 cases. The chief increase is under kiduapping, 24 cases against 18, 
and grievous hurt, 30 against 17. There were also 3 cases of culpable homicide 
against 2 in 1896-97. There were only 2 cases of murder against 7 in the 
previous year. , 

Glass III.—There is a satisfactory decrease of 89 cases, the number hang 
843 against 432. The decrease is under lurking bouse trespass under which the 
number of cases has gone down from 401 to 299. Last year the number rose 
owing to the high prices of grain. In the year under report high prices ruled 
for 3 months only, and they affected crime for only 2 months and 12 days or up 
to the date of the earthquake. The figures of the year under this class are less 
than those of 1895-96 by 23 uses. - 

Glass IV.—There is a decrease of 7 cases, the figures being 43 against 50. 
The fluctuation calls for no remark. 

Glass V.—The decrease under class III is to some extent counterbalanced 
by an increase of 59 cases, the number being 658 against 599. The increase is 
under theft where the figures went up from 371 to 472. 

Glass VI. —There were 56 cases against 41 showing an increase of 15 cases 
There were 6 more cases under Vagrancy, 5 more under the Arms Act, Sunder 
the Gambling Act, and 6 nnder “other Laws” balanced by small reduction under 
other headings, the largest being 7 cases under excise. 

7. Analysis of nan-cognizable crime.— Statement B. 

0fM I.—The number of cases wait down' from 70 to 54. There were 
Ofily 83 offences against public justice and 10 of false evidence againBt 48 and 
17. Then were slight increases under other headings. 

Glass II.—Is Uank against one case last year. 

Claes IU.—Shows 9 cases against IS in 1896-97. 

Class IV.—The number of cases has gone up from 510 to 575 or by 65. 
:Glie§ criminal force have Increased from 319 to 380 or by 61, and there is 
also an increase of 6 hurt oases. 

Glass Then is a decrease oMO cases, the total being 215 against 275. 
Them iaa*dear«aie of 44 eases of mischief and 17 of criminal misappropriation. 

Olsee Vf,~the figures are 819 against 249 ora decrease of 30 cases, chiefly 
onder Intimidation, 23, and public and localnuiBances, 7. The other fluctuations 
*re «nafl and balanoe each other. 

146 
lorn- C 
are 


Oftmmnndsr special lam.— The number of caaee has gone down from 
*• It* erfcfJS caseaTThe number of eases under the Gooch Behar Town C 
m 70 to 48 or by 28 cases. -The other fluctuations 
i each other. 
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8. Number of persons brought to trial .—The two following tablet compare 
the results of trial as regards persons for the past two years. Id the first totals 
are given, and in the second these totals are distributed between cognisable 
non-cognizable c|pes. 


IBM-97 1SS7-M 


Number of cognizable and non-cognizable cases reported 
Number of persons brought to trial ... 

Convicted ... ... 

Belonged 

Otherwise disposed of 

Pending at the end of the year ... 

Percentage of peroous convicted to total number tried 




Cases reported ... 

Number of persons brought to trial 
Convicted 


, CovtiiMhte. | KonmnliaMa. | Cosnlnble. J Nm-ootnlulilf 


Otherwise disposed of 

Ponding at the end of the year 

Percentage of number convicted to total number tried 


The number of persons brought to trial has increased notwithstanding the 
decree in the number of cases. This is due partly to the feet that a large 
number of persons were sent up in some cases of theft of grain with riot, but it is 
aho dnep tody to to. tad tf^tod -1»^ 

“ ha J? ta d ‘ e ^ ard > and I regret that cases such as those «i«cr ibp d 
ast year still recur though they are now much decreased. The percentage of con¬ 
victions m Police rases has riM^^ 63 82, which is goocLbut the rrank 

18 greatly due to the grain cases mentioned above. The percS in no^JS 
zable cases has gone Sown from 53-72 to 52-50. This w^to belxSiS S 
to the restriction placed on the summoning of defendant m wIEm. Tfcf 


9. Cases not enquired into .—The Police rafiiud +« ! • . ,, 

against 48 in the previous year. The figures call fo^o rSSrk " 

as false. In the other^^i “j irder ™ WpOTtad 

She refused to go with him so he 

portation for life. One of the threfesse! «fcl lSu h* *3 <entowed to *W 

from d rZ- pending ^ dose of the year ^S. *> 

from land disputes. One man was killed iritLk ' °“7 cases both ante 
viction, five persons being convicted in ® ao ^“ *od both ended In eon- 
sentenced to various termstfk2le at L?*M* feat ® 
was reported as felse. In the iSv 006 two cases of ikooity 

Fouzdarv AKiita. ,®°“»the Police sent an 


ena 01 the Tear, and hive since been«3J^ *Z. Wen P«<% fcW.alfl* 

i.ozstisrt 
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.—The number of appeal* and their remit are shown below 



Of the above 16 were heard by the Judge and the rest by the Fouzdary 
Ahilkar. There wore few reversals, and the reaults are on the whole good. 
The percentage of appeals to persons convicted in appealable cases is almost the 
game os last year viz 9‘8 against 9‘7 

12. Distribution of work .—The table below shows the distribution of work 
and the percentage of convictions before each officer._ 



Sod du. 

Baba Jtdub Chandra Chuokerbutty, Set- 
MODI Judge 

Baba PriyaNath Dott, Foariaiy Abittar. 
Baba Narandia Nath Sen, ofllg. Fouadary 

n Qoptl Chandra Chattenae.Naib Abilkar 

” BajkmhMDae, Nalb AWkar ... 
BaU Pnmatha Nath Chattnrjae, Bub-Naib 
Ahllkar. 

Baba Kaamabas Bast, Honowy Magia- 
tnta 

Bn-nvnraa Toows amw. 

Baba Hanadra Nanip Cboudhmy, Naib 

BbbuBema Quran Naogi, Additwaal-Naib 

„ Jhtta Ghana Neogi, SobrNaib Abll- 

Bos-ditihos BWiu- 

Baba^Bhnodrt Nath Chnotebotty, OSg. 
NaMIaib JtUkar. 

Sos-mwov Nathiiu*?*- 

Sltelanf&^’Maaraa, oOg. Ndb 


BabaV&gedBolleMb Kawaa, fcbJfaib 


K-tB*ISK»ll*«MSinW- 
BabafataaKwbDas, NatblhBkw ... 


49 

20 

18 

... 

11 

6263 

188 

62 

71 

••• 

5 

4661 

42 

17 

26 



40-47 

268 

160 

108 

... 

•a» 

69-70 

46 

81 

12 

1 aaa 

3 

72-09 

18 

8 

4 


6 

66-6 

47 

44 

3 

- 

— 

9362 

119 

87 

82 

•*• 

■at 

73-10 

46 

6 

21 

••»* ■ 

18 

22-2 

94 

40 

84 

1 . 

- 

4260 

184 

120 

119 

87 

66 

‘88 

aaa 

■ at* 

*aa 

1 

6467 

78-10 

S 

1 

2 

- 

•• • aaa' '' 

38-3 

991 

16 

196 

7 

83 

9 

2 

11 

aaa 

6964 

48-76 

191 

68 

■■ 

121 

aaa 

. 2; 

88-98 

168 

88 

75 

aaa 

7 

6361 

1,889 

lvoas 

“tST 

2 

66 

6867 


«...Total ...I'M*® 1 > 8 *® *| 

’"Jihfe total WaL *"> 





























IB. Besulte qf Sessions earn.— The percentage of oonvictions wo higher 
than in the previous year bong 53*63 against 37*03. It ismtfiur to JodM an 
officer’s work by the result of so small a number of eases as are ordinarily com¬ 
mitted by a single officer. Since the dose of the year the 11 persons shows as 
pending have been acquitted which will reduce the percentage to 40*& The 
results are shown in the following table:— * 




Smut ctOammMhgOOmi. 

7 

« 

i 

i 

t 

1 

T" 

!, 

1 

fit 

] 

8 

V 

fl 

Babu Priya Nath Dutt, Fouzdary Ahilkar ... ... 

8 

18] 


1 


11 

••See* 

„ Narendra Nath Sen, Oftg. Fouzdary Ahilkar ... | 

1 

6 

6 



. 

100 

n HaiendraNaninChondhuri,Naib Ahilkar, Too&ngnnj 

1 

1 


1 




,, Hari Nath Boee, Naib Ahilkar, Dinhata 

8 

8 

6 




100 

„ Aahutoab Ghoie, Naib Ahilkar, Mathabbanga 

8 

8 

1 

6 



16*6 

*» P*dmi Nath Daa, Naib Ahilkar, Mekligunj 

6 

19 

8 

11 



48*10 

Total. 

16* 

49 

80 

18 

...... 

11 

62-68 


• Till include* one pending from the prerfcnu jeer. 


14. Period of detention of Prisoners .—The usual table is given below : _ 


vnosoromoiBs. 

e 

XflOgMB period 
of Mmtim. 

K rl.Mdm. 

Sdddu. 

B*b® J^®b Chradra Chookerbntty, Seaaiona Jndge 
m Nath Dutt, Fonzdary Ahjlknr 

” N i th 5 ?» °%- ^ouzdary Ahilkar !!* 

” ^Ahakaf^ CI ^ e ^ ee > ladder Sub.Naib 

day*. 

88 

89 

80 

87 

81 

6 

day*. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Toofakobw. 



» farendra Nafayan Chondhuri, Naib Ahilk.r 

- lZ\a^ w *■' ^tioil Kmb AMki;: 

„ Bama Quran Neogi, Sub-Naib AbHkir™**" 

109 

79 

16 

1 

1 

Dqtbata. 

" Hari Nath Bote, Naib Ahilkar ... 

" najani Kant Bhowmic, Snb-Naib Ahilkar ■> “ 

46 

86 

1 

Matea»ha»oa. 


» Aahuto.h Sbod>,NnbAbakat *'■ 

” Jegad BaBabh Biawaa. Snb-Naih AMn.^ ■“ 

89 

44 

1 

f 

M**ii«b*j. 



*> W®** Nath D*a, Naib Ahilkar 

77 

I 


-2LE“ 


dayi. 

85-97 
8*14 
. 7* 8 
9-*8 
19-67 
6 


80-80 

88*91 

18*88 


ii* 

1086 


M* 

10*77 


IM8 


reoatly 
ffpedtedas 


■--rcrjaBS&sF 






















Ilf-Pi:':!' 'iff. : 

M- Mitedlmeoui Proceedings wider tht Code of Criminal Procedure, 
lha table below shows these cases:— 


' V , . f ' : . • 

Man «t cm* 

• 

Mo. 0 ( (MM. 

DimM. 

Decreed or 
eider penud 
■golut the 
■OBUod. 

CompratnlMd. 

« 

■ ■ ' ' ‘ 1 

Struck oil 

Fending. 

Mahttcnanne ... 

1* • 

S 

S 

1 

s 

■■•••• 

night***? 

»« t 

IS 

11 

S 

7 

4 

SwuriO to keep the nance MS 

"or,1®, alia &Tc. 

• Tswalndlno) 1 

• j 

8 

s 

1 


s 


• Indoding 4 pending bom lut jew. 
f Do. IS Da than but jeer. 


Mai n t en a n ce cases were more successful than in the previous year, but in only 
3 cases were decrees obtained. Under the other headings results are better. 
Rs. 90 were awarded as compensation under section 250 C. P. C. against Rs. 65 
last year. 

18. Accidental deaths ,—But for the 8 deaths due to the earthquake the 
total would have been the same as last year. The actual figures are 160 against 
152 divided as shown below 


Suicides 

• •• 

• •a 

... 6 

Drowning ... 

• •• 


... 71 

Snake-bite ... 


• ae 

... 48 

Wild beasts ... 



... 5 

Fall of buildings 

• •• 

• •• 

8 

Fire 

• •• 

■ ■ a 

4 

All other causes 


• •• 

... 18 


J 


160 

17. Sealitation of fines .—The results of the last two years are shown,« 
lielow s— 


Tau. 

Balance ot the 
pevioBi 
jmr. 

Impoeed 

drmngthe 

year. 

Total 

amonat to he 
neUnd. 

Heaiind 
daring the 
year. 

Bemltted 
or written 
oft 

I 

Balance at the 
eod of the 
year. 


Ha. A. P. 

Ba. A. P. 

Re. A. P. 

Bs. A. P. 


Be. A. P. 

1696-97... 

611 7 9 

4,809 1 0 

5,818 8 9 

4,889 11 9 


806 18 0 

1897-98... 

606 18 0 

4,878 9 0 

6,186 6 0 

4,196 4 6 


m is e 

i 


The mrcent&ffe of realization to new fines fell from 97*66 to 95*6. The 


amount of remission is «nell as the report for remission was received after the 

18. Amount offset rsaKWA-—The amount realised in each Sub-division 
is shown betas s— 


Mad Ota 

[ — 

ant an 

Total 

6 : ; ; ' ' 

Be. A P. 

Ba. A P. 

Be. A P. 

ladder * flusile — ■ ••• 

4so a i 

SOS 4 0 

1,011* 7 S 

' 1 •• ■ 

h, <u 

. «*• . m» • ' 

WO 0 

IN 4 0 

no 4 0 

Dinhata nm •' «• «*- 

411 S 0 

90S 19 0 

7W 4 0 

KMUtosj^' 49 s 

mi 

409 M 0. 

WM « 

* - 

nt o o 

. ni. 4 # 

# A A 
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The decrease in non-cognizable cases aoooants for the decrease of fii 277-18. 
There is a decrease in all foe Sub-divisions except Toofangunj and Msthabhanga. 

' 19. Detention qf witnesses .—The following table shows foe detention of 
witnesses;— • 


Sum ud l^iulioo et X^Untai. 


Ik 

P 


i 






DttaatloB of vltuma nund Is 

column 4 tor 


6CODEB. 

Baba Frija Nath Dal 
Ahilkar. 

Baba Nanndra Nath 
Fouadary Ahilkar. 
Baba Gopal Chandra Chi 
Ahilkar. 


- —Uiauiia hmu WuakMjrn 

Naib Ahilkar. 

Baba Non Mohan Baxl. Honorary 
Magittrite. 

Total. 

Toofamoukj. 

Baba Htrend™ Xtrain Chovdharr 
Nalb Ahilktr. 1 

Babu Buna Charan Neogi, Additional 
Naib Ahilkar. 1 

Babu Bunt Charan Neogi, Sub-Naib 
Ahilkar. 

• Total. 

Duthata. 

Baba Harl Nath Bon, Naib Ahilkar 

Babu Bnrendn Nath Chnekerbottr 
Sub-Naib Ahilkar. ? 

Baba Sajtni Kanta Bhowmlck. Sub- 
Naib Ahilkar. 


Total 

Sathabharga. 

Babu Athutnab Ohoah, Naib Ahilkar.. 

Bata Jagad Ballabb Bijwaa, SubNaib 
‘ Ahilkar. 

Total 

HRILIGOHJ. 

Babu Padma Nath Dai, Naib Ahilkar. 
Guard Total 

The results are 


u 


r « 

S3I 

1 

... 

481 

6 


... 

••a 


. 154 

ISC 

Si 

... 

ISC 

2C 


1 ... 

... 

... 

SOI 

801 

... 

... 

281 

2 


... 

... 

a.* 

158 

158 


... 

14S 

2 


... 

... 


i- 87 

57 


... 

« 

... 

... 

... 

... 

a.a 

11 

11 

... 

... 

8 

... 

8 

... 


... 

1,228 

1.1.93 

85 

... 

1,101 

98 

29 

... 

1 - 

... 

250 

204 

46 


188 

78 

17 

17 


•a. 

258 

195 

14 

49 

148 

20 

14 

27 



278 

236 

87 

... 

188 

63 

27 

32 

IS 

... 

781 

635 

97 

49 

424 

161 

58 

76 

13 

... 

680 

538 

142 


429 

167 

50 

36 

8 


85 

31 

4 

... 

68 

2 

... 

... 



558 

428 

186 


405 

117 

22 

10 

5 


.274 

992 

282 

... 

.887 

286 

72 

86 

11 


726 

669 

56 


648 

57 

6 

8 

11 


541 

605 

86 

... 

488 

74 

84 

... 


Ml 

,288 

,174 

92 

... 

.681 

111 

4o" 1 

8 

» 


• 

766 

__ 

665 

172 

29 

826 

SOI 

»4 

50 

84* 

* 

M S ji, 

559 

678 

78 8 

799 

877 

828 

165 

1\ 

i 
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IS- Xecettemeous work. -The usual return of this work is shewn below 



The number of processes issued in Too&ngonj is out of all proportion to 
the number of eases, and explanation has been called for. With the reduction in 
the number of cases there is necessarily a corresponding reduction in the 
of processes. The accused in the grain riots were generally kept in ffajat, so 
the number of bail bonds and recognizances has not increased witn the increased 
number of persons tried, 

21. Summary cam for recovery of wives—The number of petitions went 
down from 83 to 50. In 13 cases the wives were made over to their 

28 cases were struck off and 7 were referred to the Civil Court as the woman 
denied the marriage. The remaining 2 cases were pending. 

22. Village Ohowkidars.—The number in each Sub-divison at the close. of—* 
the year was as fellows:— 


Sub-dirutoo. ChowkkUn. 

Sadder ... ... ... ... ... ... Si9 

Toofeagmj ... ... ... ... ... ... m 

DinhoU ... ... ... ... ... ... 879 

Mathabhaaga... ... ... ... ... ... 4(4 t 

HaUlgnqj ... .. ... ... ... ... 816 1 


Total ... 1,879 

Hie number was 1587 last year. The reduction in the two last tumid 
Subdivisions is owing to Mstnsbhanga and Hsldib&ri having been created 
towns. 

Thenumber of the petitions far realisation of pay presented by Chowkidars 
fell from 1897 to 1688; a substantial dimease of 21$ petitions. Tim demease is 
due to th^ better condition of the people daring the last 9 months of the year. 
The larger realisations are due to tits same cause. 


SrtUhMta. 

Bui mllnd in 

Bun maltod in 

7. .V; ' 

1SBM7. 

1897-96. 


Si. A. P. 

Bo. A. P. 

• flwUar 

... VBd 14 7 

9,198 4 9 • 

Ibofsagasj.M. 

..w 649 10 9 

771 19 6 

0Uuits ... 

.-1474 8 6 

847 9 9 

Uattudhttgs 

... 1,680 11 9 

1,988 7 8 

MdtBgaai 

... . ... 8 « 

t.m t 0 



















■ The whole of the amount realised was made over to the 
the year except 8» 887*9 which remained undisbursed. The finassaai working 

of the'fund is shown below:— 



The results in Dinhata are very bad and in Mathabhanga vew good. The 
Sub-divisional officer of Dinhata has been asked to explain his failure to work 
the Act. The number of Punchayets working during the year was 1993. 

The Fouzdary Ahilkar reports that the Act, which has now been in force for 
nearly 5 years, has on the whole worked well. The maximum and minimum 
pay of the Choukidars was the same as last year viz 6 and S*4-4. 

83. Cattle Pounds .—The number of Pounds was increased by 3 during the 
last year bringing the total to 68. The receipts were fis 6,901-2 against 
-<H* 7,399-8-9 and the cost of maintenance was ft 449-10-1 leaving a net profit 
of Rs. 6,451-7-11 against fis 6,897-5-9 or a decrease £b 445-13-10. The Fouz¬ 
dary Ahilkar attributes the decrease to the fact that when the pounds were let out 
on farm the condition of the people was bad. 


24. Crops and condition and health of the people.—The year under report 
opened with very gloomy prospects. The stocks of food-grain in the State were 
nearly exhausted, and. the bulk of the people had to depend on imported rice. 
Prices had ranged so high for so long a period that the resources of certain 
classes of the people were exhausted, viz. the landless classes, beggars, widows, and 
those cultivators who had small holdings and large families. Your Highness 
therefore determined to give State and charitable relief to the above classes and 
a grant of Bs-15,000 was sanctioned for this purpose. A further sum of lb 6,820 
was subscribed and relief centres opened all over the State. The arrangements 
were most ably made by the Fouzdary Ahilkar, and it was decided that the dole 
should consist of 1£ powa of rice and one pice in cash for purchase of salt and 
condiments. Relief began on tjie 16th of May and was closed on the 14«h of June, 
partly on account of the earth-quake, but mainly because by that date it wm 
certain that the early rice crop would be far above the average, and would remove 

the 12t| er fc; June 111 ** ** began to ** rea P ed about the dfcte of the earth-quake, 


The average daily number of persons'relieved was 5,980 and the amou 
expended was Ks. 17,099. A foil report has been submitted. Test works w< 
also opened but the people would not go to them. Hie early rice crop u 

rainfall *• ,««M»M Wd»J! 




rwwui w* vuc previous year. 

la _nr I m a * . . 












( « ) 

85. Tk*earth-quake.~ Thi» calamity baa been folly reported on separately 
bnt'a report aftfce year 1897*98, woald be incomplete without some mention 
of it It took place on the 12th June about 5 p.m. that being the last day of 
Mohwrum. Happily it whs a.fine day and most of the people were out in the open 
air, and to this may be attributed the small loss of life, only 8 persons being 
killed in the town of Oooch Behar and none elsewhere. The damage done to 
roads, wells, and public and private buildings was enormous, but happily the 
agricultural resources of the people and of the State suffered no damage, or so 
little as to call for nonotice. Nearly all the public works and buildingB com¬ 
pleted during Your Highness’ minority, or since Your accession to power have 
been damaged, and in most cases the damage is very serious. In all, the loss to 
State*property is not less than Bs. 16$ lacs within the State as already reported 
or nearly 18 lacs if other than State property is included. Its effect on crime 
was curious, and for a time there was practically no crime and no complaints. 

26. 7<wr.—The Fouzdary Ahilkar was out for 37 days and Balm Narendra 
Nath Sen who acted for him put in 14 days or 51 days in all. 'The Fouzdary 
Ahilkar was obliged to take leave owing to ill health during the touring season, 
and the movements of the Offg. Fouzdary Ahilkar we^p interfered with by the 
uncertainty of the date of Your Highness’ return to Cooch Behar after the Tirah 
Expedition. The Mathabhanga Sub-division was inspected by the Offg. Fouzdary 
Ahilkar and the other Sub-divisions by die Fouzdary Ahilkar. Among the Sub- 
divisional officers, the Naib Ahilkar of Dinhata was out for 72 days or 12 days 
over the prescribed period. His Sub-Naib Ahilkars also were out for 87 days. 
The Naib Ahilkhar of Mathabhanga was on tour for 60 days and his Sub-Naib 
Ahilkar for 36 dftys. The Naib Ahilkar of MekUguni was short of his time by 
only 2 days. These 3 Sub-divisions were therefore fully inspected. In Toofan- 
gunj the Naib Ahilkar put in only 16 days and the Sub-Naib Ahilkar 22. Babu 
Harendra Narain Choudhary had also Settlement work to do, and when relieved by 
Babu Bama Charan Neogi that officer failed to cope with the work and was only 
able to go out for 2 days. As before remarked it has been determined to post 
another officer to this Sub-division for at least 6 months and improvement may 
be expected in the current year. 

27. Conduct of Officers. —The Fouzdary Ahilkar reports as follows :— 

Babu Raj Krishna Das, L.C.E., Naib Ahilkar, is a painstaking officer. His judgments 

are generally sound. Balm Harendra Narain Chowdhuri; b.l., Naib Ahilkar, u a good 
executive officer. Babus Grope] Chandra Chattorjee, and Ashutosh Ghose, b.l., continued to 
•i.i-lmrge their duties satisfactorily; Naib Ahilkar Babu Padma Nath Das, b.l., and Sub-Naib 
Ahilkar Babn Bama Churan Neogi, b.l., worked hard, Sub-Naib Ahilkara Babus Jagnd Ball&bh 
Biswas and Rajani Kant Bhowmic are intelligent officers of promise. Babu Mon Mohan 
Buxi, continued to render me help in disposing of cases under Town Committee Act 

I agree as regards most of the above. During the last year Babu Harendra 
Narain Choudhun has not done good criminal work, probably owing to his being 
occupied in Settlement work. Babu Padma Nath Das is in some respects not up 
to the charge of a Sub-division, and Babu Bama Charau Neogi has foiled to show 
his fitness for a rimildr charge while acting as Naib Ahilkar of Too&ngunge. I 
agree with the Fouzdary Ahilkar as regards the other officers named. 
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POLICE. 

18. Charge.—Kwrnc Gojendra Narayan(jun 
of Police throughout the year. 

29. Sanctioned strength and cost of the jPolice. 
and cost of the Police is shewn below:— 

DMgoitloii. 

1 Superintendent of Police 
8 Inspector* 

10 Snb-Inspeotore ... ... ... 

81 Heed Oomteblee ... 

284 Oomteblee 

Good Conduct Allowance 
Superintendent’s Office establishment ... 
Contingencies ... ... ... 

Miscellaneous 
Travelling allowances 

Uniform and accoutrements ... ... 

Thannah Dak establishment ... 

Repairs to, and construction of, Police buildings 


(junior) was Superintendent 


-The sanctioned ttrength 

Sanctioned allotment. - 

B*. a. P. 

... 6,000 0 0 
4,080 0 0 
6,480 0 6 
6,760 0 0 . 

25,644 0 0 
886 0 0 
1,694 0 0 
988 0 0 
1,778 0 0 
1,200 0 0 
2,198 0 0 
642 0 0 
860 0 0 


Total ... 67,546 0 0 

In addition to the above sum a further grant of fit 8 per man to all who 
drew Rb. 10 and under, was given for the three months during which the price 
of food was at its highest. This grant amounted to fts-788 and the total grant 
was therefore S» 58,388. Of this sum- Rs. 54,190-8-8 only were expended, 
leaving a balance of Rs. 4,142-7-2 unexpended on account of and 

other savings. 

The cost of the Police employed on the prevention and detection of crime is 
^reported by the Superintendent as approximately Rs. 15,750 or 5’2 pies per 
head of population. The decrease is due to the foot that fewer men were em¬ 
ployed on these duties, from the current year I trust these fluctuations will 
not occur as ihe distribution of the force has been revised. The proportion 
of Police employed on the abbve duties to area and population is as follow*— 


No. of Potto* ■■ Am of the State 
■hewn in State- in aqaara milaa. 
mrat B. 


FsmlsUontf UwBkta. 


rrcferUtm oSFotiotto 


* n *%£2! k ‘* 


5,78,888 


1 to 12-21 


1 to 5409-0 


- - t 

The Station Police were again not kept up to strength 


Gitaldah and To* to Nation, of 

the Po£ c ^.« / year a scheme fcr; 

Your Highness in Council after consulting the Pn ^ *“ » n haitted to- 

tendept of Police. The scheme S 3 l? Ahflkar and the Superin- 

the investigation of all l£ tftf ? 

strengthening of the Reserve. The dkLJiJSt' ttdiha 

tione and thAscheme has been inl^uM^fto ***- 

posts of Kholta, Bhaiskhuchi,Sitai,SJh155 A P rd > lmt t^Out- 
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yaa r undertapeet lad Mom tin ndktributpon thaseaotionad number of Polio* 
officer* and men to area was 1 to every 4 squwe miles and one to 1756 persona 
The latest fignuea l beve fer Bengal(1896) are 1 to 6’0 square mile*and 1 to 
9998 e£ population. Tin Coach Btlw Polios ni therefore more numerous as 
eempared with Bengal. 

IS. Crmt ,—The introduction of new form* necessarily makes comparison 
wMh the figure* of the previous yew more difficult end sane of the alterations 
sffieot the result* aontideranly. As stated hi the first part of this report there 
W»e 1968 cognizable esses reported daring they ear, and 21 were pending from 
the previous yew, thus making 1274 cognisable cases to be dealt with. The 
Bo!i«@ enquired into 781 of these oases, sue motu (774 u column 8 end 
7 in .column 10 of statement A III), and they also enquired into 149 cases by 
order of the Magistrate. The present statements do not show the result of 
these last cases, so I sm unable to oompare the result of all eases investigated 
by the Police as woe done last year end can only show accurately the malt of 
cases reported to tbe Police direct. The Superintendent of Police gives details 
of 122 out of the 149 cases sent for report by the Magistrate. 

A form ■a* ••• ... 24 

BAG fame ... ... ... * ... 25 

B A 0 false ... ... ... ... 71 

Pending ... ... ••• ••• 2 


In the remaining cases no forms were submitted. The number of cases 
taken up by the Police direct in the 2 years ie 749 in 1896-97, end 781 in the 
yew under report. The increase is due chiefly to the grain riot cam. In 
1896>97 the Magistrate ordered Police enquiry in 114 cssea making up the 863 
oases the results of which were reported last yew. In the yaw rnider report 
the Magistrate ordered enquiry by the Ponce in 149 cases so that the Police 
enquired into 980 cases or 67 more than in the previous yew. .The result of 
the cases taken up by the Police sue motu k as follows:— 


A form *i 

B A C true 
B A C false 
Refused enquiry 
Taken up otherwise 
than on report « 


257 (21 of these were declared fake.) 
847 
125 
54 


T his total tndndes 21 cases pending from tbe previous yew and excludes 
12 pending oases. Tbe percentage of sucoess shown in oolumn 24 of state¬ 
ment A, part 111 as regards cases is 79'76 and in column 17 of statement A, 
part IV, as regards persons is 76*7. These percentages cannot be compared 
with die previous years' molts as they are obtained infa different way. The 
detaik of crime hare baen given under the previous cheater of thU report, and 
I have only here to add that the Superintendent of Police considers^ the decrease 
in burglanea to be due to increased vigilauceoh the pertef the Police and 
improved wotting of the Chowtidara. 

88. Proportion of Police to Population and Orvne.-mn folfowing table 
shows the abovebut only isclodei earn in which the Police wwe employed, ru. 
980 cuuta shown above and 91 caaea of the previous year. 




The details of crime to , 
divisions in tibe table below:— 


( W > 

- end area are worked out for SW.Sfb- 

Hodm oflfaWMsion*. 


' 8 odderiwtogaol .DtataUi HWMIbMI*. KaUW 

Are»in.quK.mile. ... ... *g 78,106 1,49,8*4 1,48,884 85.781 

Population ... «v 1»7 1« *13 fit 

* crime aoguiubk Ito640-7 lto576-6 ltoMS-05. lto«75-7 1 to 88*8 

. 1*»W- 1*® 1-4 1 to 1-8 ltol-a ItoM 

crime to area. r 

From the above it appears there is most crime in Mekligmy and least in 
Dinhata. 

34. Property Stolen and recovered.—The following table shows the amount 
of property stolen and recovered in the past two years:— 


1 ieee-07. 

1807-06. 


Amount of property : 
stolen. 

Amount of property 
recovered. | 

Peromitaffe of j 

recovery. 

Amount of property 

Amountofpropmty 

hnmlifiM 

noartrj. 

15,612 0 0 

L.....—— -— 

6,878 0 0 

844 

■ 

8,986 0 0 

n-7 


worth of dhan was stolen, in the grain riots and only Rs. 21 worth was recovered 
it being unidentifiable. Thu is true, but even apart from this, the result is poor. 
The pending dacoity case is not entered on either Bide. 

36. Percentage of persons convicted in cognisable eases.—This has already 
Jbeen given in parapraph 8 as regards cognizable cases generally. The result in 
Police cases alone as shown in statement A. part IV is given but the figures 
cannot be compared with those of last year as they are compiled on different 
principles. ^ 

No. acquitted ... ... ... . ... ... 148 

No. coDYicted ... ... ... ... ... 487 

Percentage of coimction ... ... ... ... ... 767 

36. Remands tn Police cases. —The greatest number of remands (9) took 

place in the case shown in paragraph 14 as having lasted 79 days before Baba 
Bama Charan Neogi, and there were 6 remands each in the cases shown as 
longest pending against Babu Harendra Narain Chowdhury (109 daya) and 
IMsn Rajani Kant Bhowmiek (36 days.) There were also o reuiands in a case 
which was pending for 68 days before Baba Padma Nath Das. As & rule 
remands. are not excessive, bat I have noticed some cases in which the Police 
applied for, and. the Magistrate granted, unnecessary remands, A Magistrate is 
not bound to grant all such applications. . 

37. Vagrancy and bad Characters. —There were 7 cases ins ti t uted 

only 1 m the previous year, and convictions were obtained in 5 cam. The police 
have certainly shown more activity in this respect. 

36. Reconvictions.— -The number has gone down from lf*t© IT. I have no 
reason to doubt that proper attention has been paid to fini point - ve ■ — 

todvL There were 8 escapes. One from Police com 

wT” ' K * P “ r * i “<“»» *« Tie tUri 

tofUp <*”*» •t.condrf daring *. ye., bringing*, 

» AiMSSOTSS Z^*Z!*£** ** to 4**S 
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<Sfe‘ Stemof. Treasure md Pneonert .—The escort duties ofthepastyear 
were lighter Ss regards treasure, and heavier as regards prisoners as atown 
belows— 

iife,. ChnWBMtWanrainHBM State tnimn. Frlnw 

1898-97 ... > 434,580 9,87,000 608 

189M& ... 8,60,000 9,85,598 . 718 

48. Conduct of the Police .—There was no case of torture during the year. 
At the dose of the year 55 men wore good conduct stripes against 51 in the 
previous year. Of these 24 held 3 or more stripes and drew the allowance, 
? held two, and 24 held one stripe. There is again a decrease in the number of 
punishments as shown in the table below. There were 3 more cases of convic¬ 
tion under the Penal Code, hat the Departmental punishment! show a sub¬ 
stantial decrease of 17 cases. Rewards used to be given from the grant for 
Detective Police which was withdrawn last year, hence were were only 2 rewards 
given, one by the Jail Department and the second under the Excise Act 



44. Health of the Force .—There were 5 deaths against 6 in the previous year- 

hut the daily average of sick in Hospital went up from 6 8 to 8*2. The percentage 
of duly rick to strength was 2*4. This will be more fully noted on in dealing 
with the Medical report. * 

45. DriB and Target practice .—The Superintendent reports that the men 
were regularly drilled during the year. 40 went through the course of 
blank firing, 21 through boll firing, and 10 through buck shot practice. The 
Superintendent asks for rewards tor the best shots. He should 1 come up sepa¬ 
rately for this. 

46. Betiremente on Pension .—One Head-constable and 4 constables, or 5 in 
all retired' during the year, against one Head-constable and 11 constables in the 
previous year. 


47, Macs, Belioion and cstfe.—There is no change to report. The balk of 
the officers are Hindu Bengalees, only 18 being Mahomedans. The men too are 
chiefly Hindus, only 78 bang Mahomedans, but there are more upcountry men 
among the Hindu constables, 

48. Municipal Police .—The Cooch Behar Town force remained as before, 
w. 1 Jemadar, on 10 and 27 Chowkidars on Ms. 7 each. The total oust wan 
A» 2,828. Five Chowkidan ware also entertained daring the yw under the 
Town A# in the newly established towns of Haldibari and Mathabhanga. 

A: Street Lanps.-Then wes no change in the number of lamps (78) in 
Cooch Behar during the year. The town spent ft 1,068 on lightmg during 


, 50. Puilie ffi»W.-Thie was on the whole good bat 

<*olera rpjemln » \he town of Cooch Behsr m &pt«abar and O ^obw. as. 
deaths flwritofoinof the 2years ere shown as given by the bupenntanoentcrf. 
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Polio# There VM so death in M#abh*nga where in the previous yttr the 
mortality had been greatest. 

1S9M7. 1897-98. 

Sndder ... ... ' tit:. 488' 

Dinhata ... .. ••• ••• W 11# 

MathaUumga* ... ... ... -■« 249 NIL 

Toofingrmj ... ... 84 141 

Mekligonj ... ... ti 84. 

51. Rural Police .—ThU subject has been partly dealt with in paragraph. IS 
of this report. Here their Police work only is noticed. The ftuperintendqst oi 
Police writes as follows:— 

“The Chowkidars have on the whole done good work during the year, for which they 
have been rewarded. The system of rewarding the Chowkidars in owe of good attendance 
and vanishing them otherwise whioh I had introduced about 8 years ago Has had a great 

-iff _ l • ■ _ - hUmJahaa Anri AAneannAiiflw ilio Pnlina anrmliln ■niiniile WmsiSaelii 


have been rewarded. The system of rewarding the Chowkidars in oaee of good attendance 
and punishing them otherwise whioh I had introdnoed about 8 years ago has had a gnat 
effect in improving their attendance and consequently the Polioe reoeive reports regufariy 
of crime 4c. now a days.” 

1 agree with the above. The Rural Police are generally fairly intelligent 
and give good information to the Police. The Superintendent of Police is, I 
think, justified in attributing the decrease of serious crime against property to 
the improved information given by the Rural Police. Their average pay wac 
-Be- Sl*8 per man so that they are well paid and they earned 8* 578 as rewards 
for regular attendance and Re- 65 for good work, or R» 633 in all, as against 
8s- 305, 8a-184 and 3» 439 last year. 

52. Dak Establishment. —The line to Toofangunj (Barokodali) was converted 
into an Imperial line on the 1st of August 1897, and that to Goshanimari on the 1st 
of November. With the abolition of the Out-posts on the 1st of March the State 
n ecessity for the maintenance of most of the lines ceased, and negodations are 
pending with the postal Department for taking up these lines, 

53. Jdministration of ike Arms Act.— 147 Licenses were issued against 162 
in the previous year, a reduction of 15. 11 guns were seised against 5 in the 
previous year. 

54. Inspection. —The Foozdary Ahilkar inspected every station and all 

the Out-posts except two. Ihe Superintendent of Police inspected every 
station three times, except Haldibari which he visited twice, and Mathabhann 
four times. Inspectors, generally did sufficient inspection but the Falbari 
Station was only twice inspected. In addition to inspection by the regular 
inspecting officers the Judge inspected one Station and one Out-post, and I 
inspected two stations. * 

55. Anthropometry.—Six unidentified prisoners were measuredi 8 onthro* 
pometrically and 3 by finger prints. One Bar war was identified by this 

proved - There8t *> to nnidmtified. The 
system of identification by finger prints is now in full working in the State. 


56. General working of the Police and remarks on 


doubt that thei Police a s a body not s^^eSv^hKT' 

mtendent of Police mentions only two executive 


There ii no 


n mentions only two executive officer-inspector 

s«i B»g. - - uw,0 - ! ' 


littie crime, but there is a general went of 
and far too much investigation work ha 


sanctioned with effect partiall 
it will now be the rule that 
far sickness among the o 
the effects off its workin 

Sr hM «a SSZSmBd 


ru 





t IT I 


St.. Cbm tf toe /aft—Bab 

charge of the Jail thronghgss the 1 
to tbeftfa afFefcruary 1898, wben, 

08g. Fouadary AhiSar. 

58. /aft buHdmat. —AQ thepuccab 
walla, andtheaentry boxes on the walla 1 
the total damage acme being eeti 
Be. 80,000. 

The north wall Buffered moat 

1_tL At_« 


i/ift--Bal»FriyaNathDatt,Powdery Ahilkar main 
6 *• 7m «oept from the Slat of November 1807 
1808, when charge waa held by BabnNarendre Math Sen, 

P» ' 1 " 


Superintendent of Vo 


, "“*««* nun oemg uua net for the neater pert of lia 

lengfr A bamboo pahaade wee erected in Ha place. Daring SewIar?S»^S 
andjaard noma were repaired. The rest will be repaired ufundi <*nbe 

„ -S , J55 ta ^S!aL“ !*J£!*3** “» Sk-Si 


i. 

jj wm0Te<i *“ «»«« of the year £nmtto north ft> the 

. , *£l *£?? elastet,—The admiaaionl were 497 against 349 

in 1886-97, Tie details of the two yean are aa follow:-— ■™ ,v 


Civil prisoners ... 
Lunatics 

Undertrial prisoners 
Convicted priaanera 


1890-07 

.. 84 
.. 9 

.. 113 
.193 


In spite of tibia large increase in admissions the average daily JaU population 
decreaaedfrom 92*53 to 90*14. This iadue to the fact tnrrt a large number of* 
prisoners ware gent ap fe?. trial at the Sadder on acconnt of grain riots whhfr took 
place inMetfaabhaaga, and thegreat majority were let off wHhveiy short sentences. 
Tbeae »eh swell the number both tinder the headings of ‘fonder-trial*’ and 


At the elose of the year 113 prisoners remained in Jail against 98 in the 
pranonayear. The disposal of prisoners in the last 9 yatra !■ at ftlin mi — 


«. '“..vi 


This number of dastha is the 
cholera. <)ne old prisoner died of ^ 
«vonie bowel oomplaint and two 


th* fei^Tfepone. eaoape which took plaoewaa that of an undertriaf prisoner 

SHI M — '» -- 3 -' A - J ■ «T. V _J > ,1 _ .1 ' . 
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yewqndcrt 

j.**# 

«Epfry,of: 
ami 
*bp 


ineer. uerm 

8 9 

* 

888 Hi 


my years. Three were doe to 
of chronic dysentery, one of 
fever. Of & above 9 who 
them off before (hey mitered 
that of an undertriaf prisoner 


l thd paniahsd. Be hat again escaped since the dose of the 
tenoos Uttieeredhable to the Jail authorities, 
nfeastf,134 wan convicts, of whom 386 were released on 
18«neppeeL4 under the mark system and 6 on the oeca- 
of&rJIjaty’s acoeasion. Two life priaanan were 
* ' occasion,, hot cneof thtie preferred*! 
ware tmtiaftiTqd te»IMdigMwa..onetei' 

b 
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turn* 


Shown above 

fever. The comparative figureB are given belo 

Avenge population of the Jail— 

Admissions to Hospital '■ ••• 

Vuemtog* of admissiona to population ... 
Average aids per fan* of w««e« pojmlabon 
Deaths 

Percentage of deaths 


MSMT. 
... 02*69. 

... i« 

... *-87 

... 188*68 
... 6-04 

8 

1-77 


M97-M. 

90*14 

814 

6*19 

887 

#•68 

9 

4*8 


; Percentage of ueatna _ 

_ •' , , . r _A Donaldson s oil null was fitted op 

of&e Printers.- The gross earnings an shown below 

J laiwm 1 RflT.fiS. 


Description. 

Jail servants 
Repairs to Jail 

W_.1 __.J 4ll. 


1898-97. 

Ra. A. P. 
1,187 18 0 


^including Nflknti garden. 

Hired by Municipality 
„ the State Preee 

„ private individuals — ••* 

Employed in the Palaoe oompoond *r . 

„ at the Devibari ana other State works. 
Jail garden ... ••• 

On maanfhotaree ••• ••• * *" 


1 6 
698 8 
881 8 
821 9 
28 7 
249 10 
MS 16 


1897-98. 

Be. A. F, 
1,080 10 0 
869 16 6 
898 4 0 

8 0 0 
681 10 8 
198 18 0 
192 18 0 
28 2 0 
222 8 0 
886 12 6 


Total ... 8,680 10 0 8,408 7 8 

There is a decrease of 8* 178-2-9 in thegross earnings mainly duelto the 
‘ stoppage of extra-mural labour during thedholera epidemic and the aubojttiton 
of ^remunerative light iadoor labour. The net earnings atifell 1« the 
same reason from fls-2,037-13 to Ba-1,776-0-9, a decrease of Re*28Ul2-8. 

The remittances to the Treasury were Re- 3,892-0-1 against fts- 4,356-18-6, 
a falling off of Re- 464-13-5. The amount d»*m from the Treasury W8* 
ftTL454-14 against Rs- 1,267-8-9. The difference is thus Re- 9,487-2-1 
against Re- 8,089 4-9 or a falling off of B» 652*2-8. ^The cause of thk u that 
the oil mill was paid for and a stock of timber was also laid m. 

63. Cost qf the Jatf.-—The details of the cost of the Jail are given 
below s- ■- ; ■ 


Potieegnard* 

•V •• . . •< 

Establishment ... 

Feeding • *« . 

Contingencies lnolnding Hospital expensts., 
Clothing-and bedding • ... 

Jafi bondings and repairs 

Qtosseost , 
Deduct earnings etc. . 

Hstwost 

, Average gross oast of each prisoner 
. Average net cost of eaoh prisoner 


1896-97. 

- Be. A P. 
2,928 0 0 
4,889 19 9 
4,696 6 8 
919 19 .0 
989 4 « 
600 0 0 


9,680 10 O 

..i «. 

10,804 6 'ti. 
166 7 6 
116 10 8 


1697-99. 

Rs. A. V, 
9,864 0 0 
4,406 6 9 
6^18 11 I 
14« W I 
' 9*8111 
i. 667 -o. ,r"' 

. I, . h i . 

14,868 19 0 
6,409.7 As 


1M6I 4 > 
16411 I 
197 0 7 
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Uontageneua were also high owing tojMKohMe of bullookfl sad nLAt toil 
«rt^ noto tM larger number treated in Hospital. 


^«?easM coat of npairsu dm to foe removal of wards referred to in 
b. 58 and u more than repaid by the reduction in the cost of the nurd. 
Motion of the ooet is a* undert—■ . 


Dmripiira. 
Jifl guard ;0" 
EtUbluhnnot 
ffiht ... 


Buildings and repairs 


1806 - 07 . , 
to 10 4 
47 7 1 
40 10 t 
10 11 1 
10 9 10 
5 0 0 


1897-98. 
» * f 
48 14 5 
87 U « 
18 11 6 
10 10 10 
7 6 4 


in fa ^Andamans :—A sum of fia. 1,797-15-1 

Andaman*. The red u c ti on from 1909-2-2 u owing to the release* above referred 
to and to one death. 

65. Reconmctions .—These dropped from 17 to 11., 

6tL Detention in Jail of vndertrial Prisoners .—The average period Of deten- 

44 am lioa OfMtVI MAMA Ja w 4Ua — — f - -* : L 4 * .1 A 1 . • . a< 


ptovem<mt is very marked 

67. Conduct of Prisoners .—Punishments fell from 28 to 26, end the Officer* 
in-eharge reports that the prisoner* behaved well. 

68. Mark System .—Pour prisoner* obtained reduction of sen tones* vary¬ 
ing from 2 month* to 8 months and 10 day*. 

<9. Fruit Golden and Sericulture and Bhea cultivation .—The sale of fruit* 
gave an income of As- 71-7-6 while new grafts and plants to enlarge the garden^* 
cost A» 54-8-6. The attempts at Sericulture have been abandoned. The rainfall 
is in my opinion too heavy to admit of sucoess. 

Dr. 0. Watt c. t, a., when here urged that the State abould undertake to 
collect some statistics regarding the out-turn of Rhea, and it was decided to try 
the experiment in a selected put of the Narendra Narayen Park with Jau 


the experiment in a selected put of the Narendra Narayen Park with Jan 
labour. The site chosen, about 8 biggahs, wu high but not sufficiently so ami 
the plant* died. A small niece of higher land meuaring shout 1 a faiggah has 
since. been planted out, out the results are not yet known. So far all tiut can 
he said is, that the experiment has proved that the plant cannot be extensively 
grown as jute is, owing to the liability of needy the whole of the State to 
mnundation. Small patches of high lead can alone be used. 

70. Cattle breeding .—183 sows were brought to the Jeil for sendee against 
194 in tiie previous jeu. The State Buffered severely from rinder pest in the 
past ya§r whichaeooonts for the decrease J 

Ddiry .—The drirf suppfied sufficient milk for the Jail consumption. One 
sow was sold end soother purchased. The other wu kept on. 

7L Inspection.*- The Jail was visited nearly every day try the Fousdary 
Ahilku,»I alniMpeoted U 5 times, and the Dewan and the Judge also Waited 
it several times, v : 

fa Conduct of Ofloert -The Jailor and his Assistant an again wall tv- 
pvted<mhy tha Officer in-charge. . 

71. ■:- '3^^.^Tfa c ; wn\4,lawe iacreaseoflSl sdiw iM inw in tha pist 

f**, thatotslbefeg«76 sgainrt4*5.19 men also remsind from foe pnvwua 
^ m WdSL Offo#ie 284 wan transferred to foe Jail, 847 pen, 
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" ITha details far each Look-up we m ibHoir f-*- ' r f . 

' DJnhata. ' Metfobhinga. . : 'iBriHHtniJ^- ‘7 v f 

oewAan mbbbm^ 

189647. 18897-88. 189647. 189748. 186847. # 1894748. 186647. M^.. 
Died ... r ... •■• ••• 1 ••• ••• /.’ ■;• 

S ... «6 88 96 1*8 M 70 88 ;«8 

Transferred 619 86 65 95 49 65 1* ;-*• , 

Bemtined on the lait l 3 4 4 4 8 10 4 

dey of the year i 

74. Earnings.—Tht earnings we necessarily small and are given Wow*— 

Groweemingionaeooontoftn-doev 
.* end oat-door work*. ' S 


Wow*— 


Ktme of Lockup. 


1896-97. 

Be. A. P. 

Dinhata ... ... ... 27 3 0 38 14 0 

Mathabhanga... ... ... 56 11 6 S3 1 T 

Mekligipj ••• S3 3 0 77 7 0 

Tooftngonj ... — ... 68 8 0 58 8 0 

75. Cost oj Lock-ups .—The cost of each Lock-up and of each prisoner 
shewn in the following tables:— 

Mmetf 


Be. A. E 
56 14 0 
58 1 7 
77 7 0 
58 8 0 


Avenge No. of pri e onew 


Avenge grow salt per head of flB9647... 87 6 8* 60 8 9 89 8 6 68 4 10 

pfieonen. |1897-98... 74 18 1(e) 7918 7(8) 67 16 11(4) 78 0 6(e) 


* The Agon la the printed report ft* 1866*97 ii not comet. 

(«.) The decrease hi the average cost in doe to the inoreaee in the number of priaonOn. 
(3.) She inoreaee is the average cost it due to the decrease in the amber of prisoners. 

* («•) Ke. 75-0-6 represent the average coat of a prisoner iWniWtig the pay of a vrardOr 

and a sweeper for 18 month while He. 68-4-10 isthe average groeeooet of a prisoner for 
104 months, indnding the pay at a sweeper for 5 months and that of a warder for 8 aeatho 
and 84 days. 

76. /ndpecftoB.—The Dewon, the Judge and the Ponndary Ahflbe* iow W 
all the Lock-ups once and the last named offi oer visited Too&ngunee twiee.Tina- 
peoted Dinhata and Jlekligunge. The Civil Smgeou did no infection. 



Sinhsti 

Mathabhanga. 


Toofugvst- 

1189847... 

8-85 

6-91 

4-17 

*88 

1189748.. 

4-06 

8-87 

8-68 

8* 


Be- A. F 

Be- A.P, 

Bi. A. F. 

Be- A. F. 

189847... 

948 28 8 

99619 8 

869 6 9 

186 11 S 

1897-98 

808 18 8 

809 0 8 

988 9 6 

189 7 O 

I1B9647... 

87 8 8* 

90 1 9 

89 8 8 

68 6 10 

189748... 

74 18 1(e) 

79 18 7(8) 

67 16 11(e) 

78 0 8(0) 
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PUBLIC WORKS EtePARTMENT. 

77. Introductory .—The key-note of this report, and, I fear, of a number 
of Annual Reports to cotne, is the earth-quake of the 12th of June last. 

It is no exaggeration to say that the whole of the Public Works in the 
State have suffered more or less, and that a great deal of the work done during* 
Your Highness’ minority or since Your accession to power will have to be done 
over again. Buildings, railway, roads, bridges, tanks and wells all have suffered 
and it will lake many years to repair the damage done in that unhappy three 
min 


The administrative wants of the State had been nearly all supplied. The 
College was the only State Institution that remained without a fitting house, and 
this matter was not urgent. It looked as if in the near future money might be 
available for such works as a proper railing for the Palace grounds, and the re¬ 
clamation of the land between the Palace and the Rajmata’s house. The earth¬ 
quake has changed all this, and for years to come the bulk of th'e sum available 
for the Public Workswillhavetobe spent in renewing the buildings &c. damaged by 
the earth-quake. Your Highness was at Cooch Behar at the time of the calamity 
and a sum of a lakh of rupees was at once given from the cash balances, of 
which Rs. 50,000 were given for the repair of the State offices, and Rs. 50,000 
for the repair of the north wing of the Palace. Details of the expenditure are 
given further on in this report. y' 

It was at the same time decided that the Communication Improvement Fund 
should be left to its own resources and this decision appears to be a just one. 
Your Highness decided to give a fixed sum yearly for this purpose and it is 
fair that the fund should bear the brunt of bad years as it benefits in good years. 
The result is that it will be longer before the roads in the State are all properly 
bridged, but it is fair that all departments should suffer from the effects of the 
earth-quake. 

The Government of Bengal very kindly allowed Mr. Cloete, Superintending 
Engineer of the Northern Circle, to visit Cooch Behar and give his advice, and 
I would here publicly acknowledge the value of the advice so given. The 
whole of the repairs have been done on the lines laid down by Mr. Cloete, which 
secured that every weak spot should be fully shewn in the planB and that the 
repairs should be thorough and complete. 

78. Budget and Supplementary Grants—The Budget grant for the year 
was Re- 73,631 but it was raised during the year to Re- 1,78,203, out of which 
Re 1,72,821 were expended and Re 5,382 lapsed. 

79. Original works as originally budgeUed. —The original budget provided 
only the small sum of IU 6,462 for original works, out of which Re 1,000 were 
for unforeseen, (afterwards reduced to Re 500 and of which Rs 42 only were 
expended) and Re 3,613 for the completion of the Judge s house. 

The sums provided for other works and the sums spent are shewn below 

Budget provision. 

... 600 
. ... »7 


S3 

era 

390 

too 


*90 

73 

38 

330 

173 


Atttltlon. to tko Fulbu-i DUperauj ... 

dmuter Surd 
• Fh«o> w» 11 la Line* 

MtOfloa.t falliarl 
But Homo at HaldiUri 
•Partition in MeUleunJ Kutdtery 

These were all petty works and were mostly carried out well within the esti¬ 
mate, The well in the lines cost more than the estimate owing to difficulties 
in smking!^ The thief work completed during the 7**'™,* e "^8* 3 ho1 
The tote?estimate for this work was Rs. 20,003, Rb -1 6,852 had bem expended 
up to the end of 1896-97 and Res 3,613 were provKled in the year under report. 
The vwk however cost Rs. 80,143 or Rs. 140 above the estimate. The sum 
has been provided Joy re-appropriation. The mam building ‘ 

superficial ibot and the out-houses Its. M2. The hou f I J*i J b P ^ 
when the earth-quake took place sod it suffered some damage. 
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80. Original works subsequently sanctioned. Well m the Rajmata's compound.— 
Rs. 800 were sanctioned in 1896-97 for this work but only Rs. €87 were expend¬ 
ed in that year. A fresh grant of Rs. 113 was madq daring the year under 
report but Rs. 83 only were expended, the work being completed for Rs. 770. 

I Bungalow for the Superintendent of the State.— The house occupied by me 
having been compledy wrecked by the earth-quake, Tour Highbess sanctioned 
a sum of Rs. 3,000 for the construction of a thatched Bungalow to south of the 
ruins of the old house. The use of the doors of the old house wm sanctioned; 
and timber for the flooring was given from the forest. With these concecunons i 
house 78' x 62' was put up for a cost of Rb. 2,948. Two rooms only are floored 
with bamboo. 

Kuteha stable in the Palace compound.—A.s the Palace stabling was given 
up for the use of the Jenkin’s school, the College and the Printing office, a ]f 
stalled stable was put up for Your Highness’ horses measuring 60' X 36'. The 
iron fittings of the old stable were used and a brick on edge flooring was given 
except in the middle passage where Donlton’s ware is used. The cost was Rs. 2,417 
against an estimate of Rs. 2,909. 


Additions to the tin Bungalows for Your Highness' use. —Your Highness decid¬ 
ed that, until the north wing of the Palace could be got ready, You would occupy 
the two tin Bunglows on the north west corner of the Sagordighi. The works 
so done are reckoned as original works and cost Rs. 2,027 against an 
of Rs. 1,909. 

v l '^^[ Ktric lighting oj the Palace. —The costly chandeliers in the public rooms of 
the Palace were so shattered by the earth-quake aB to be useless and Your High- 
ness determined to introduce electric lighting as more satisfactory in the lon g 
run. A contract was entered into by Your Highness with Messrs Osier & Ca 

reli™ In? ♦I the N ° r -? Y‘ ng w “ H" n 80 that !t mi & ht 8° on aloD * ^th the 
nh™ t d r “T? d ^t ge t0 , the w ? ,ls - The ^tract provided that all 
harges for freight and local labor and material should be borne by Your High- 

ness, in addition to the contract sum of Rs. 40,000; and a sum of Rs.T 8 93 was 
expended m this way during the year. ’ “ 

H P° st Mortem house.—A. small post mortem house was also sanctioned at 
HaUibari at a cost of Rs. 41. The total expended on original woSs wm CIJs 
« s. 13,350 against a revised budget provirion of Rs. 14,742 therefore 

for half the cost Publi [J m F 0Vem ™*--?™™<>u was made in the budget 

after tlfe^ew^^uake. 66 ^ 60111 ^ “ ane8War t* n h but this item was .truck X 

sion of fig 1 l|o52. 0f ^ ^^othi gardens cost S» 1,097 against a Budget provi- 

heading sT 1*623 wi^^Mnded^^lTt? 11 ^!? 0 ^ 2 > 000 P ,wided Wder this 

Shishob trees were planted atGuatihat* ^fhe 8 0 ™^ ? mned ', and over 1.000 
vbom 1 ■ .. “runat. J lie orange trees planted there 2 

(othing can be done to make the large 
he soil is so poor that nothing wRl 
Plantinn n, J . • v ~™ - 1 Ranting Shiahobtrees is only waSed. 

».re fat S fig0% ?“?“«■,5 th «do- 


was made for the manufocturloTToonn 6 i Cl ° 8e of . the * grant of ft ggQo 
way, but it was found impossible to do’thn ? ee £ er8 f° r ™ extension of the fojfcl- 
was reduced to £» 3,000 the hula the work within the year and the: - 
A k°ut 5,000 sleepers were made ^ V6 j itl current year's Be 

*nd if these latter prove ^cceulK £ 

Railway with sleepers, and a t , State wU1 he able to supply the fitsitf 

grown in the State TkoD^? k6t ^ once provided 

P-n-o *** 



, , , fcr P r T rT “? Soifte werehowevervety badlycat,parti¬ 
cular lydiowinsdecm tbeHaldiberi aide. the men get more accustomed to 

the work eoeh mistakes jrill not ha mmk. ■ 


REPAIRS. 

of grant/or Eepaivs among tie different dost** of build-' 
iVyi.—-The usual statement is given (hewing toe expenditure on repain for the 
peat two years* sat an additional columnla added lor the year under report to 
•how the sums spent on earth-quake repairs. These headings however are to a 
considerable extent deceptive, and it may be said that practically, with the excep¬ 
tion of the small amount of repair work done before the 12th of June, all toe 
expenditure _ under both headings isJbr earth-quake repurs. Under the 
former heading are shewn all repairs winch could be done within the grant for 
the year for repairs, whether they were really ordinanr annual repairs or were 
repain rendered necessary by the earth-quake, and under the latter are shown 
the heavier repain for winch special extra grants had to be got. • 

The distribution is as follows■ 


Expenditure 1897-9S. 



ClareiSeatioii ol Expenditure in 

Annul mnd 

Karth-qumke 

Total. ' 


pul-lie building*. 

1896 - 97 . 

petty repair*. 

repair*. 

1. 

PaUoo Sad connected building* ... 

12,528 

7,880 

65,978 

68,798 

9. 

Private rasidenoM 

4,810 

4,548 

8,255 

7,797 

8 . 

Miaoellaneoiu 

1,848 

1,788 

1,448 

8,181 

4 . 

Religioiu Bccleeiaeticil 

1,808 

989 

2,478 

8,418 

8 . 

Court krasoi 

9,819 

941 

29,556 

80,496 

6, 

Education*] ... ... 

9,977 

1,828 


1,828 

7. 

Dik bungalows aad not honaea ... 

748 

507 


607 

8. 

PoKoc and Military ... 

890 

876 


876 

9 . 

Public Worka 

806 

679 

1,881 

1,810 

10. 

Medical ... 

1,417 

497 

8,856 

8,856 

11. 

Govt Office*, Poatal and Telegnpk 

598 

852 

848 

694 

19. 

Jail and Lock-up* ... ... 

497 

611 


611 


Total 

29,250 

80,880 

97,188 

1,17,868 


Tk» Palace and connected buddings, and Woodlands .—The Rajmata’s house 
has been put under this heading this year being transferred from private resi¬ 
dences, Out of the total of R» 68,798 expended on the Palace ft 41,106 wen 
spent on the north wing, the repairs to which were nearly completed during 
the year. The English kftohen, tne Tennis Court, the StableB and Coach¬ 
house, as well as the Rajmata’s house, were completed, and Woodlands was also 
extensively repaired. 


The Palace suffered most in the south and central portions, hence the 
northern portion was taken up first, both as containing Your Highness’ rooms 
and as t ong most easily repaired. 

It is proposed to do the southern wing during the current year and the 
Dome and central portion next year, but very probably the work will have to 
be extended into a fourth year. As before stated, Mr. Clotite examined the 
Palace as well aa all other buildings, and he, after considerable hesitation, condemn¬ 
ed the Dome as unsafe, and recommended that the decision regarding what 
should take titefdaoe of the Dome, a« well as of all the other terminals which 
were shattered by the earth-quake, should be entrusted to the beet architect 
whoae^jervioes ooaldbe obtained. He suggested the name of Mr. Gwyther 
shouldnia aervioea ksaWnatia, and tailing him Mr. Stevens of Bombay. The 
Government !^ Baual kindly allowed Mr. Gwyther to take up the work, arid! fe 
visited CtidBnKtti su to have visited it a second time before he went riri. 
■ r mi pro V6» t e d owing to 



' hum— ■unnu.TMlIh tohtl itthiP pres e m the Dome. hrithik report 
uQfortuuntriiyjIaaSiiit'dMd with the four big lowest arches on whiefcthe whole 
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stability of the Dome depends, and Your Highness has therefore determined 
to obtain a further opinion on this point before any work is actually done. 

Private Residences .—The largest item of the expenditure was under unfore¬ 
seen R s , 2.228, and this included the cost of temporary accommodation in some 
cases where the house had been rendered unsafe. The only other big items were 
Bs 1 644 for the 4 Sab-divisional officers’ quarters, Rs. 1,267 for the out houses 
of the' Superintendent of the State’s house and Rs. 1,137 for repairs to the 
Judge’s house. 

Miscellaneous .—Under this heading also the chief expenditure was on petty 
repairs under unforeseen, under which heading were included repairs to the Artizan 
School and the Tent Godown. Under earth-quake repairs the chief expenditure 
was on the Gymkhana house and the Elephant sheds. These last were damaged 
both by the earth-quake and by storms. 

Religious buildings.— The chief expenditure was on Madan Mohan’s Temple 
Rs. 1,324, and on the Brahmo Somoj Building Rs. 1,149. 

Court Houses .—These buildings suffered very severely in the earth-quake 
and considerable changes have been rendered necessary. The Council house 
(Council office upstairs an3 Judge’s office on ground floor) was pronounced unsafe 
as a two storied building and has been cut down to a single storey, which now 
accommodates the Council office only. Rs. 6,268 were expended on the repairs and 
alterations. 

The Dewan’s office and Treasury had also to be razdcd and is now a single 
storied building ocoupied by the Judge. It cost Rs. 3,918. 

The Jenkin’s school was much damaged towards the north. It bas been 
restored at a cost of Rs. 3,635, and now is occupied by the Dewau and the 
Treasury officer, the school having been moved to the Palace Stables. 

My office was much damaged and the verandah came down, but it was held 
to be safe to be retained as a two storied building and has been repaired at a 
cost of Rs. 3,314. 

The east wing of the Council house was also taken in hand and was partly 
done at the close of the year, the expenditure being Rb. 2,576. 

Finally the Dinhata Cutchery cost 11s. 2,930 and the Mathabhanga 
Rs. 1,780. The former building was only completed in the previous year. 

Educational .—The expenditure was small as the college and school were 
both moved to the Palace Stables. 

Dak Bungalows, and Police and Military —These two headings call for no 
remark. 


Public Works. The bulk of the expenditure was incurred in repairinj 
the less damaged of the two college buildings as a Public Works office at a cos 
of Rs. 1,231. 

Medical.—It had not ken intended to begin the Dispensary repairs in tht 
current yearbut when the Superintendent of Works foumfhe cbuld not com. 

o h « 6 c alltCe Wi#hin the W Rs * 2 « 00<> were transferred to 
the Dispensary and Rs, 2,856 were spent. 

Government offices, and Jails. -These Mng, call for no remark. * 

. , 84 \. ^revision for petty repairs .—An important change was '"**• 

for tte SuK.,,^ 

the rains. It also appeared that?^nr lc ^ nd " ° n dam ^ ^ 
buildings were executed P because they were ”P“" in S^® 
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important repairs, regarding the necessity ofwhicfte £$£££ 
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provide a lamp «um for *11 j. •At'ty repairs. Section 55 chap IX of the P.W. Code was 
slightly amended to enit the eonditione State, and during the peat year all 
petty repairs have been done On requisition; The working of the change can hardly 
be reported on this year aa theearth-ipiake upser all ordinary calculations, but I am 
convinced that the change will lead to both economy and efficiency, and it baa been 
continued this year. The grant originally made was Ea. 7,000 but it was cut 
down to Re. 5,801 in the revised budget. That eum was however exceeded by 
Rs. 780 and the Superintendent of Works has been called on for explanation. 
In the statement appended the amount expended from this provision is 
shown separately, but as above remarked the bulk wai expended on earth-quake 
repairs. 

85. Tanh and WeUs.— Only Rs. 85 were expended during the past 
from Public Works funds. Much has however been done under 
contribution works. 

86. Tools and Plant. —The purchase of tools cost Ri 1,104 against a 
budget pro vision of R* 500 Only. The enormously increased expenditure on 
Public Works may be held to be the cause of the excess. The sum for repairs 
was Ri 1,200 of which fit 850 only were expended. 

I 87. State Carts. —The cost of maintaining these cirts was Ri 6,613 against 
an original estimate of JW 7,000 and a revised estimate of Ri 5,800. The 
receipts were Ri 6,957 against an estimate of fie- 7,500. The profit is only 
pj- 344 and the Superintendent of Works is of opinion the rate of hire 0-12-0 
k day should be raised to Re. 1. It prices do not go down this should be done, 
out I do not advocate an immediate rise. At the close of the year there were 
87^ pairs of bullocks. The number of deaths necessarily interfered with the 
profits as the number of working pairs was much reduced. 

The great mortality among the State cattle from rinderpest necessitated a 
grant of fit 1,500 for purchase of new bullocks, of which R* 1,423 were ex¬ 
pended. 

88. Establishment. —The Superintendent of Works reports on the whole fairly 
regarding his subordinates. Of the ten employed on regular State work, five have 
no technical education at all. One has had some teaching in the Kangpur 
technicalschool, and three at Dacca. These men ordinarily hrve to deal chiefly 
with ro^ll repairs and earth work, and to supervise the fixed road establishment 
and see they do their work. Last year a great strain was thrown on them, 
and I am glad to be able to report that it was generally borne well. The 
main lines of roads were made passable in a very short time after the earth-quake, 
though in places, where the roads had sunk and fissures had become quicksands, 
considerable difficulties were encountered. Owing to the earth-quake and the 
financial strain it has caused, tile Superintendent of Works has delayed his report 
regarding establishment. Bis office too has been very hard worked during the 
past year. 

89. Artisan The value of work done in the year under report 

was SU 10.456 a considerable reduction on the value of the previous year. The 
outstanding bills were R» 50 only agaiqgt ft 181 in the previous year. The 
private work done* represented only 2’4 of the whok work, lhe number of 
bilh is^^|g|84. 

COMMUNICATION IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

90. Beri«#.—This fund has now been in existence for six yews 
and I cwgrifalite Ytfcir Bighnees on the wiadoin watch : fi»' shewn in the 
establishment of jSjbiwte Communication Fund. 

IuHese 6 y 4 u 4 Mba» biih fully established that in ordinary 
B^lnT tn- kaep the roads in order* and to leaven sui^Ius. 

proper^ bailed. 
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1 hold that the ordinary balance'to provide against flood and other extras 
ordinary damages should be Ba- 6,000 to Be- 7,000. 

The fund has had to keep up 5 miles of metalled good, 385 miles of un- 
metalled road and 187J miles of village roads, but from the current year there 
will be a reduction of 26 miles of unmetalled road, the District Boards of Jalpai-j 
guri and Rangpur having taken over that amount of road lying in these districts 
but hitherto maintained by the Cooch Behar State. These were roads situated 
in the Chaklajat Estates, and for the most part made at Your Highness’ expense 
as famine works, and which have since been maintained from the same source 
from which they were constructed. In the face of the heavy payments for Boadr 
cess made on account of these Zemindaries, it was obviously unfair that the 
Cooch Behar State should also maintain these roads, and on the matter *b einfe 
represented, the Bengal Government at once agreed to take them over. 

91. Expenditure of the year.— The total expenditure was Bi 50,526 

"gainst Rs- 4.%237 in the previous year and against a budget provision of 
R» 55,130. This last was entirely upset by the earth-quake, and the amount; 
expended is what it was found possible to expend during the year. ' 

92. Oriyinal works. —The more important works done during the year 

a\-e the following:— J 


Bridge over the Mora Torsa on the Lowkuti road. —This is a screw pile bridge 
with rolled steely joists, 4 spans of 30 feet. The piles are from the old Sanity 
bridge and are 5" in diameter. The abutments were nearly complete, and the 
piles were nearly all driven, when the earth-quake cracked the former and threwf 
them out of plumb, and twisted the piles. The piles had to be taken out and! 
rednven, and the cracks in the masonry were filled in, but otherwise the abut¬ 
ments were left and it remains to be seen how long they will last out of plumb aa 
they are. The cost was Rs. 8,942 against an estimate (revised) of Rs 9 2881 
The original estimate was Rs. 8,288. V 

Bridge on the PhUkhana rend.-This bridge was rendered necessary by the 
diversion of the town drainage to the Mora-Torsa. The original eSate was 
Rs. 1,775 for a -0 foot span arched bridge. This was barely comnletld whsil 
the earth-quake destroyed the arch. The abutments were not mucferod 

rrr4„t br K-» ™£•' 

“J part of this .urn will JrohM? 

completed all but the approaches to the Tors/ brid^! Jn ” e ”' lh * be6n 
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these are bridged it can only be a faS weather rlS f A* ach on , tlie ro “d »nd till 
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nearly completed the earth-quake ™ 
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93. Repairs. —As soon as possible after the earth-quake a special estimate 
amounting to Rs. 29,894 was submitted for earth-quake repairs to roads. This 
did not include!* pairs to the bigger bridges, but it included all necessary earth* 
work and repairs to minor bridges. A sum of Its. 6,776 was granted from last 
year’s budget for the most urgent workB and the balance is provided in the 
current year. By the end of the current year therefore it is hoped that the roads 
and minor bridges will be restored as they were before the* earth-quake, and the 
major bridges will be taken in hand aB funds admit. 

The damage to the major bridges is very great, and the Superintendent of 
Works reports in the following terms :— 

It is not exaggeration to Bay that two thirds of the expenditure on the improvement of 
communication of the State has been lost for ever. There is not a single bridge of importance 
which has oscuped the convulsions of the earth-quake. Many have been distorted and dis- 
fignred and some have altogether collapsed. All the pncca bridges on the Rungpore road and 
on the E. .' Road are seriously damaged. The bridge over the Ghargharia river, 200 ft. 
span, on the Lowkuty road, a similm structure on the same river lt>5 ft. on the Buxa road ; 
440 ft. span over the Dhalla river ; 175 ft. over the Dhabalsati Nala at Patgram; 140 ft. on the 
Shaninjan river on the Emigration Road, and similar other bridges on the same and other roads 
completely destroyed. The new iron bridge over Oolong river on the 15th mile of the Emigra¬ 
tion road was seriously distorted. Traffic had to lie restored either by establishment of ferries 
or by constructing temporary bridges, several miles of the Emigration road and other roads 
altogether disappeared under the ground, and several miles fissured in such a way that dj^p 
gnps were formed on the roads by the flood which succeeded the earth-quake. Three miles of 
the Emigration Road on the other side of Tcesta river had to be altogether reconstructed. 

It is surprising to see bow maay of the damaged bridges continue to carry 
traffic. Hog-backed, contorted and twisted, they still hold together, and may do so 
for some years, though their lives are necessarily much shortened, and if a fair 
proportion of such bridges continue to hold together it is hoped that, by taking 
up the worst first, traffic will not suffer much. 

CHAKLAJAT ESTATES. 

94. Budget grant. —The Budget grant was Rw 9,684 and Rs- 1,000 were 
added for earth-quake repairs. The department however failed to bring into 
account more than R» 8,478. This failure to utilize the funds granted is not 
creditable, and full explanation has heen called for. The Superintendent of 
Works in his report merely says that “full adjustments could not be done owing 
to early closing of the accounts." 

The accounts were closed as usual on the 31st of March, so this is no excuse. 
The real reason, to the best of inv belief, is that the Public Works Office was 
over-worked. 

95. Original Works. —Only ft* 1,630 were expended on Original works 
during the year. The Rajnagar and Mulkadah cutcheries were completed at a 
cost of ft 349 each or ft 698 in all. A barkandazes’ shed was put up at 
Debigunj at a cost of ft 659. The balance of the expenditure was for wells at 
Bairagirhat i completed during the year) Panga and Ghoraghat. 

96. Repairs. —Re-6,106 were spent on repairs against ft 3,738 in the 
previous year. Of this sum ft 2,542 were.expended on earth-quake repairs. 

, MISCELLANEOUS AND CONTRIBUTION WORKS. 

97. Town of Gooch Behur. —The Superintendent of Works expended a 
sum of 8» 19,729 within the town during the year under report. Details are 
given in the Town Committee’s report. 

98. ' Wells. —The sum of Rs. 1,500 provided and partially spent last year 
was expended in foil (all but Rs. 7) during the year under report. The Changra- 
banda Hftt well was also completed during the year at a total cost of Rs. 775 
leaving Rs. 25 in band. 

A well was also begun at Bhaiskhuchi, towards the cost of which, estimated 
at i Rs. 588* looal contributions were promised to the amount of Rs. 565. The 
balance is provided ia the current year's Budget. Rs. 109 only were expended 
year gn this work. 



Repairs to the Easiabari Hat-well were begun during the year and 
Rs, 192 were expended out of Rs. 250. contributed. A social contribution of 
Rs. 2,000 was made for earth-quake repairs to wells, of which' Rs. 500 were front 
the funds provided for the celebration of Your Highness' Wrtb-day, and Rs. 1,500 
from the Pound Fund, but only Us. 414 were expended during the year. The 
main addition to the provision for good drinking water in the State was due to the 
transfer of the balance of the Famine Fund Rs. 4,768, together with a farther sum 
of Rs. 348 raised by the Dewan, or Rs. 5,111 in all to the Superintendent of Work* 
for expenditure on new wells. 18 Nortons’ Tube wells were purchased, of which 
5 were purchased by private individuals, 4 are still in hand, and the rest were pttt 
up in different places in the State. Two pucca wells at Ranirhat in Tooftngunj 
and Ghoksadanga in Mathabhanga have been put in hand, and pipes have been 
ordered for making Ranigunj pipe wells in the following places:— 

Ranirhat in Mekligunj. 

Gumanir H&t, and Lalbazar in Mathabhanga. 

Haribolar H&t, and Burir Hfit in Dinh&ta. 

Patlakhowa in the Sudder. 


Only Rs. 1,483 were, adjusted during the year. From the above it mil be 
seen that much work has been done in this important matter during the past 
yfiar. 


99. Court of Ward 1 s Office .—This building was completed during the year 
at a total cost of Rs' 2,844 being Rs. 140 below the estimate. 

100. Mekligunj Thakurbari and Natmandir .—This temple was nearly com¬ 
pleted during the year, and materials for the Natmandir for which Ganga Bishiin 
Patwar has given Its. 1,000 were collected. Rs. 764 were expended on these two 
works during the year. 



i Mathabhanga School .—This was much damaged by the earth-quake 
and Rs. 734 were sanctioned from school funds for repairs. Rs. 269 only were 
expended. A further sum of Rs. 62 was spent on the doors of this school house 

escheated property of tbfjate J^ok^ewa^astone ghftt7^"^ Mvilfon 

m front of the temple of Madan Mohan Thakur. The stones are 


Its other items do not call for special mention. ' 
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work. There wa« also great delav in getting tools, the first pair of crab winches 
arriving on the 8th of January, ana the second pair on the 20th of April Two more 
capstans were ordered to hurry on the work but they only arrived on the 6th 
of May and they were nftt delivered in full till June. It has been much the same 
with other things, and, while I admit the great advantages in having the supervi¬ 
sion of the Eastern Bengal State Railway Engineers, I think it would have been 
better had the Superintendent of Works had the power of ordering the necessary 
tools and appliances direct. The result is that the bridge could not be finished, 
and that work has had to be abandoned till October or November next. Apart 
from the bridge the Superintendent of works reports that “the gaps on the 
road have been filled up, rails laid, Station buildings and staff quarters con* 
structed during the year." A temporary low level bridge was constructed during 
the cold weather and an engine and carriages were Drought Ip the northern 
bank, so that the line may be opened at any time for traffic. At present ballast 
trains only run. The expenditure incurred by the Superintendent of works during 
year was Kb. 14,808, and the total expenditure incurred by him is Rs. 87,566 
out of an estimate of Ks. 1,78, 758. The funds are controlled by the Manager, 
Eastern Bengal State Railway, who has intimated that he expects to complete 
the bridge within the estimate. * * 

✓106. Extension of the Cooch Behar State Railway to Altpore and Santra- 
ban. —This line, the survey of which was reported on in paragraph ISO of lest 
year's report, was sanctioned by the Government of India late in December, and 
orders to go on with the work were received in January. The Government of 
India also granted Your Highness a loan of Rs. 2,00,000 on the same terms as 
the previous railway loan to enable the portion in Your Highness’ State to be 
undertaken at once. The plans and estimates were, as stated in last year’s report, 
drawn up by the Superintendent of Works, and the construction, both within and 
without the Cooch Behar State, is, with Your Highness' sanction, to be carried out 
by him, under the supervision and control of the Engineer-in-Chief of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway. The orders were to press on the work as fast as possible 
and I consider the progress made by the Superintendent as most creditable to 
him and to his power of organizing and utilizing labor. The work done before 
the close of the year was as follows:— 

1. Earth-work. Practically completed up to the boundary of the forest, 
including the whole of the work within this State; some earth-work also done 
within the Reserve forest. 

2. Jungle clearing. Completed throughout the whole line. 

3. Arrangements made for cutting sleepers both in this State and in 
tiie Government Forest. About 7,000 sleepers were supplied within the year. 

4 . Brick manufacture. Started at the following places :— 

Bowti on the ... 5th mile. 

Ghorgharia „ ... 8th „ 

h hoi ta ,, ... 11 tii ,, 

Kujabhatkhowa „ — 22nd „ 

The work was completed at the first'two places. 

5. Plate-laying was begun, also construction of bridges and strengthening 
of girders. 

The northern section was very unhealthy* and there was great want of 
water. The expenditure during the year was Rs. 58,881. This will be divided 
between this State and the India Government hereafter. 


107. Superintendent of Works.—The work done by this officer and his 
staff sinoe the earth-quake as detailed in the preceding paragraphs is, m my 
opinion, a record. It must be remembered that local labor is practically non¬ 
existent, that road-coolies, masons, in feet workmen of all kinds bate to te 
imparted i that''mt carts could not he got in the State in sufficient number and 
'lad silo to be brought from outside, and that for more than a mouth an» the 
epth-qn^ke there was no Railway communication. To have aimed outthe 
various and varied works above detailed in the face of such difficulties shows a 
power of awanuation on the part of the Superintendent of Works seldom met 
*ith, and which I oannot<write of too highly. 

.i~ Mmr , h.«ti reported thrt to ** wM—f * wawSa 




( 80 ) 

EDUCATION. 

T, —P rimar y AND SECONDARY EDUCATION. 

108. General Summary .—-The year has been one of severe labour to the 
Educational Staff and the results are most creditable to the Department. As 
stated in paragraph 141 of last year’s report the officers of the Department were 
engaged from December 1896 to February 1897 in collecting statistics regarding 
the food-stocks of the people of the State. Pertly in consequence of the infor¬ 
mation thus gained it was determined by Your Highness that, some relief was 
necessary before the early rice crop came in, and the Educational officers were 
again employed on this duty from very early in May till the date of the earth¬ 
quake. All this time they had to struggle to keep schools going in spite of the 
high prices. After the earth-quake the difficulty was to get the schools to meet 
at all. Parents would not let their children out of their sight, not knowing what 
would happen next, and the attendance dropped down to almost nothing. The 
officers of the Department did all they could to encourage the people, and the 
Inspector states that the famine work done by him and his subordinates was of 
great help, as it had given the people confidence in them and enabled them to act 
with more effect. The result is that by the end of the year all trace of both 
the famine and the earth-quake had disappeard in an educational point of view, 
and the following table shows that no real or lasting harm was done. I 
am most agreeably surprised, as I expected a very marked falling off, and I 
recognise how much of the success of the year is due to what I may call the 
personal element. 




III. 
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uuniuS taWeshQwa an increase of 9 schools (8 private), with a decrease of 16 
pupiis at the close of the year, and a reduction of109 only in the daily average 
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soon attain to a degree of efficiency unknown to it before. He s also, I hold, 
justified in claiming that the schools which have stood the trials c the past 
two years have proved their stability and are not likely to be affected by 
adverse circumstances. 


109 .— Results of Public Examinations.—In spite of the above mentioned 
difficulties 235 schools sent up 511 candidates for examination, against 211 and 
458 in the previous year. The results are as follow: 


Passed. 


Examination. 

1890-97. 

1817-98. 

Higher English, Entrance, 

5 

3 

Rajslinlii Divisional cumin- \ y 

1 

29 

1 

15 

ationa. J y p 

24 

25 

Female ... 

4 


''T-rimary.. 

129 

129 

Sanskrit... 

3 

3 


Rexabks. 


The results are on the whole not bad. It will be seen that no girls passed. 
Six were willing to go up, hut they would not go to the appointed centres and, 
after full consideration, I refused to give special centres for them os likely to 
lead to abases. 


Secondary Education. 

110. The Sub-Divisional Schools —The table given below shows aw increase 
of two pupils in the 3 schools, while the average daily attendance is the same as 
it was in the previous year. 


Name of School. 

No. of 
students. 

Languages 

studied. 

Expenditure. 

11 

11 

a g 
■o g 

is 
s “ 

S' 

Hai|8us 

1 

"a 

2 

1 

i 

5 

50 

A 

1 

s 

I 

Total. 

Meklignnj . 

Mathabhanga. 

Dinhata. 

Total 

191 

124 

93 

78 

80 

00 

72 

80 

47 

49 

44 

46 

1,300 0 0 
1,000 0 0 
1,800 0 0 

1.207 4 9 
1,780 8 « 
1809 B 10 

2,787 4 9 
3.280 8 8 
3809 12 10 

338 

i 

228 

199 

139 

4,000 0 0 

41047 7 1 

9,047 7 4 


The Inspector again reports well on the discipline of these schools. One boy 
was expelled from the Me...gunge School for using unfiir means at the Middle 
Vernacular bcholarship Examination. The boys are also encouraged to play 

phySl exerdie and ^ md they *** * ^ dewing interest in 


its 


-Tui'SSrSf Ji- 4 *-*«■ ««»! of 

and Ae average attendance has gone up from 74 tot*. 

lSt.li £C#£t5i£‘. "Tfei 0 * *%r*<.*m" 





















( 83 ) 

token to erect t new house which is now under construction. The details will come 
into next year's report The number of frfee studentships has now been reduced 
to 5. There is a small improvement of Rs. 36 in the amount of local funds, and 
altogether the school has decidedly improved in the past year. 

Three candidates went up tor the Entrance Examination, and one passed in 
the 3rd Division. 

Two candidates only went up for the Vernacular Scholarship Examination 
and one passed. These results cannot be held to be good but I think improve¬ 
ment has begun. 

The state of the school is not yet good but I trust it soon will be so. 

Mathabk'intja School .—The roll has decreased by one boy and the daily 
attendance by 3. The vernacular department of this school is not satisfactory. 
The building was much damaged by the earth-quake, and temporary sheds had 
to be put up. There was some difficulty regarding the provision of funds for 
repairs to the permanent building, but I finally decided that this was a fur 
charge on the invested funds of the school. The financial results look well on 
paper, but Rs. 587-8 were realised from postponement fees which is a precarious 
source of income. There were only 2 free scholars. ^ 

Six boys went up for the Entrance Examination and two passed, one in the 
second and one in the third division. Two boys went up for the Vernacular 
Scholarship Examination and failed, though one passed for the lUpper Primary. 
The Head Pandit has been called on to explain his repeated failures. 

Dlnhata School. —The number of pupils was two less than in the previous 
year nnd the average daily attendance one less. This school is living on its 
capital, nearly half of the whole income shown as derived from local sources being 
drawn from capital. 1 am in favour of revising the expenditure in this school, ana 
decreasing the grant if more genuine local subscriptions are not forthcoming. 

Three boys went up for the Entrance and all fuiled. 

Six went up for the Vernacular Scholarship Examination and one only 
passed which is very poor. The Head Pandit who had served 28 years has 
since died. There is no abuse of free scholarships in this school. 

111. Middle English Schools. —Four such schools have been established 
under the grant-in-aid rules. During the year grants were given, under the same 
rules, to admit of English classes being started in the Model schools of Balarsmpur 
and Sitalkhuchi. 1 can not do better than quote the words of the Inspector of 
Schools on this subject. He says “ Though in itself it was a very simple affair, 
it was welcomed however as a significant concession and the beginning of a 
system pregnant with important results. The system was introduced in Bengal 
so for back as 1880, and Sir Alfred Croft was pleased to refer to it thus ‘We 
desire to offer efficient Vernacular schools all reasonable facilities for opening 
English classes. The knowledge of even a little English is under the present 
* .'.■iiii.rMitci'K of the country, a valuable acquisition to those whose education 
ends at the Middle standard, Doctor Martin goes further and says that ‘ even 
the object,of primary education would be defeated without a knowledge of the 
English alphabet and numerals to enable the possessor to decipher trade marks 
and understand calculations on the European system of weights and measures.’ 
What in Bengal was thus called forth 18 years ago in the course of natural 
development ,Tbad to be adopted in Cooch I'char as a safe guard against the 
decline of purely Vernacular Education. Without some knowledge of English 
hoys Weet with difficulties in getting admission into the Medical and Survey 
schools in Bengal, and even in our own English schools a Middle Vernacular 
scholar, without some previous knowledge of English, is placed at a certain 
disadvantage, and being rather of advanced age, cannot compete for the 
Enhance Examination timely. Thus both at school and in life, some knowledge 
of English is necessary.” 



< «") 

The statistics of the 4 schools and two classes are givenbelow. pie 
pupils who read English at the two last institutions are included, with two 
exceptions in the roll of the Model schools, so they are not again shown. 


Names of Schools, 
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Sobrachsrs ... 
Khorkharia ... 
Holdibari ... 
Upanchowky 
Kalarampur... 

- -^Jiitalkhachi... 



Hs. A. P. Ba. A. P. 

420 0 0 502 4 S 

800 0 0 *00 4 3 

327 0 0 830 0 0 

267 0 0 293 8 0| 

90 0 O 90 0 O 

90 0 0 111 0 0 


291 210 205 I 145 T.494 


Ks. A. P. 
922 4 9 
600 0 O 
657 0- O- 
680 8 O' 
ISO 0 0 
201 0 0 


8,120 12 9 


These schools have gone up in numbers and their financial position is 
sound on paper, but they have not done good work. The masters are bad ns a 
rule, and good men will not stay. As shown above, all 4 schools only passed one 
boy in the Middle English standard who came from the Khorkharia school. 
The Inspector prqioses drastic measures the details of which are out of place in an 
annual report. 

112. Model Schools .—The Gosanimari Model School was done away with 
as a Model School, and ranks in the returns this year as a Middle Vernacular 
leaving 12 Model schools. Their statistics are given in the following table:— 
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V Sadder Model 
2 Balarampur „ 

8 Bane* war „ 

4 Barakodall „ 
i Chllaktana „ 

6 Dewanhat „ 
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11 Koaarlliarl „ 

12 Shltalkhnobl „ 

1» Goeanitnari (up to May) 
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SI 288 18 0 
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S3 air 5 6 

64 313 0 0 

81 288 1 0 

■_■■■ 66 8 0 

7M 4,825 TT 


128 1L 0 
64 18 0 
99 I 0 
89 6 0 
66 4 0 
88 I 0 
80 1 0 
68 I 0 
54 10 6 
59 0 0 
78 15 0 
11 8 0 
1,218 18 9 
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in collection of fees. The Inspector again urges that thil institution should be 
converted into an Anglo-Yernacular school or that some normal School classes 
should be added to it. This may be poeaible if the Dinhata grant is reduced. 

Examination resuks were bad, only 2 passing the Middle, and 4 the Upper 
Primary Examination out of 22 sent up, against 10 who passed the previous year 
out of 18 sent up. In extenuation, I must record that the school was entirely 
closed for 15 days after the earth-quake and that for another month the attend¬ 
ance was nominal. Again the flood of the first week of September caused 
irregularity of attendance just before the examination. Still results are poor. 

114. Model Schools in the interior .—The question of the abolition of these 
schools, or the greater part of them, was pending when l joined my present post, 
and 1 deferred reporting on the subject till I hod seen their working and could 
form an opinion as regards the probable effect of their abolition. The object in 
view in the proposed reduction was to admit of an increase to the grant for 
primary schools. The report was submitted during the year under review. I 
did not think it right to abolish more than one of these, schools but recommended 
certain reductions in the scale of establishment of 7 of them which admitted of a 
transfer of Hs. 32 a month to Primary Education. Had 1 known that Your High¬ 
ness was about to add lls. 1,000 to the grant for Primary Education, I am not 
sure that I should have recommended even the above decrease. Omitting the, 
figures for Gosanimari, the remaining 11 schools show 6 more boys on the foil 
at the close of the year and an increase of Rs. 21-5 in the foe collections during 
the year. The average attendance fell off by 13. 

These schools sent up 48 candidates for the Middle Vernacular and Upper 
Primary examinations. Only 13 passed against 14 out of 38 in the previous 
year. 

115. Middle Vernacular Schools .—The special schools are separated in this 
year’s report. The number of the above class of schools stood at 19 for the last 
two years, and the number on the roll was 900 on the 31st of March. The 
average number enrolled was therefore 47‘3, and the average attendance was 30’3. 
The largest school of this class at Par-Mekligunge has 131 pupils. The cost 
of these schools was Rs. 4,767 of which the State contributed Rs. 2,312 and local 
sources Rs. 2,455, besides houses and furniture. 

The examination results were very poor, only 8 passing out of 45 sent up. 

116. Special Schools .—The number went down from 5 to 4, tire Dinhata 
girls’ school having been transferred to the primary class. These 4 schools had 
124 pupils on their rolls and a daily attendance of 95. They cost Rs. 1,127, of 
which Rs. 780 were paid from State funds and Rs. 347 from private sources, but this 
last includes private contributions from Your Highnesses aud from the Duar office 
to the extent of Rs. 258, leaving Rs. 89 only as paid by general public. He 
Nagri school sent up one boy for the Lower Primary Examination who passed in 
the first class. The details regarding the Sunity College will be given under the 
heading of Girls’ Schools. 


Prihart Education. 

« 

117. Before giving the statistics for the year, the Inspector of Schools 
points out, with pardonable pride, that, without any increase of funds, the number 
of schools under inspection has been raised from 217 to 261 and the number of 
pupils "from 6899 to 7592 within the last 6 years. I think these general 
results justify us in hoping for a very substantial impulse to Primary Education 
froUff the increased grant of the current year. 



The statistics of this class of schools are as follow:— 



Upper Primary schools 
Lower Primary schools 
Night schools ... 
Girls' schools 


1,763 0 0 1,066 0 0 2,819 0 0 

5,092 8 0 4,801 0 0 0,963 8 0 

434 0 0 IIP 6 0 644 6 0 

160 0 0 41 1 0 20} 1 0 


3,553 7,449 8 0 6,008 7 0 13,547 16 0 


Upper Primary schools 
Lower Primary Bchools 
Night schools 
Girls' schools 



Grand Total 


1,696 12 0 1,606 12 0 


1,716 0 0 


7,449 8 0 7,813 7 0 15,262 16 0 


The number of schools increased from 249 to 261 or by 12, of which one 
™L aid ' u unaided. The number on the rolls increased from 7515 to 

592 or by 77. Jhe average attendance increased by only 4. The average 
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great'changes'fo'detoils! 0018 much the 8ame as la9t but there h »'e been 
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distributed as rewards unaided «rh™l uT* a ™° UUt whicl * cnn ln lutu re he 
havelongerlives ’ 6 8Ch0 ° l8WlU W «P eve “ more freely, and 
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118. Ufptr PrtmarySohoola.—Two'Upper Primary schoob ceased to be 
aided, and their grants were transferred to Lower Primary schools. The number of 
unaided schools of this class was the same as last year. There were thus 28 schools 
against 30* The numbftr on the roll went down by 78, due chiefly to the decrease 
in the number of the schools, but also to the decrease in the average number 
attending unaided schoob which fell from 45 to 82*5. The expenditure fell from 
Es. 8,877 to R*. 2,843, of which the State pud Be. 1,76? and the people Bs. 
1,080. The felling off in local receipts, Rs. 280, is large but not unexpected. 

The schools in the State sent up 128 boys for the Rajshahi Divisional 
Examination of whom 5 were absentees and 25 passed out of the remaining 123. 
This is only 20 per cent against 25 per cent in the previous year although the 
actual number passed is greater. 

119. Lower Primary Schools for boys .—The number of tins class of schools 
went up from 182 to 191, the increase of 9 being due to 3 aided and 6 unaided 
pathshalas. The number on the rolls increased from 5628 to 5828 or by 200 
and the average daily attendance was 39*40 against 37*66. Considering the cir¬ 
cumstances of the year, these results are good. The expenditure was Rs. 11,580 
against Rs. 11,242 or an increase of Rs. 338. Of this 4 the State paid Rs. 5,092 
and the people Rs. 6,488 against Its. 4,866 and Rs. 6,376 in the previous year. 
The results of the Lower Primary Examination, held, as usual, at the Sadies? 
Mekligunj, and Dinhata, are given in the following statement:— 
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From the above it will be seen that 298 candidates were sent up by 148 
schools against 266 from 128 schools in the previous year. The number passed 
is the same, 129, so that results are not so good, though on the whole fair. 
Small rewards were given to successful candidates and their Gurus and this 
system will be considerably extended this year. The Inspector anticipates good 
results from this. 

120. Night Schools —Thera is a dechase of four schools, 2 aided and 2 
on-aided. The grants of the 2 first were transferred to good pathshalas as the 
night schools were doing no good. Two un-aided schools ceased to exist owing 
to the circumstances of the year. The number on the rolls went down from 725 
to 680 and the daily average from 500 to 441. 

TI}e expenditure was Kb. 639 against Rs. 663,and the State grant fell from 
Rs. 482 to Rs. 484 while the fees rose from Rs. 181 to Rs. 205. These schools 
seflTup 25 candidates far examination of whom 24 appeared and 12 passed, 10 
in the first division, two in the second. This is not up to the previous year’s 
standard, but is in itself not bad. 

[ 121. Girls' Schools.—Owing to one new school being given a grant during the 

year and to the Diphata achodi being reduced to the pnmary mode, the number 
of aided Girla school* rose from 8 to 5, and, as the number of un-aided schools 
of thus class rose from 2 to 8 , the total became 8, making, with the Sanity College 
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9 institutions for the education of girls solely. Besides the girls eo educated 
a few read in the ordinary pathshalas with the boys. 

In the primary girls'schools there were 128 on the rolls against 78 
the previous year and the daily attendance rose from 54 to 85. The number 
the Sunity College however decreased, and the total number'of girls receiving 
education was 218 against 218. The cost to the State of the lower class Schools 
was Rs. 160 and the people paid Rs. 141. The total expenditure on all schools 
was Rs. 1072, of which the State paid Rs. 820 and Rs. 252 were contributed from 
other sources. 

No girl went up for any scholarship examination, as the two who were fit to 
go up from the Sunity College were married, and the six who were ready to go 
up from other schools failed to appear for the reason given in paragraph 109. I 
cannot say that I am sanguine about the prospects of female education in the 
State, as no girl reads long enough to get more than a smattering of education. 

122. Mahometan Education.—Two special schools submit returns, but the 
great bulk of the Mahomedans attend the ordinary schools of the State as appears 
from the next paragraph. 

123. Social PosiUon'and Religion —The Mowing table gives statistics;—• 
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UssdellbfwidiHn. 

Total Dtutmamtmm. 

» 

fay actually 
own. - 

TmrelHog 

allowance 

drawn. 

WiM and 
contingent 
allowance 
drawn. 


Ba. A. P. 

Ba. A. P. 

Ba. A. P. 

Inspector of Schools... 

1,100 0 0 

8S8 9 0 

...no. 

Dy. Inspector of do. ... 

980 0 0 

681 8 0 

84 0 0 

Circle Pundits 

780 0 0 


MOO 

Office Establishment... 

884 0 0 


883 15 6 

Total 

4,164 0 0 

1,864 10 0 

866 16 6 



800 0 0 
188 8 0 


Wriifiiifartln 

100 0 0 BUoJknchla. 19 • 

Chain for Modal 
aohoote ... N 0 

861 8 6 . 

ooUaga. 41 9 


...80,861 1 9 


Sewarda to Qunie 
Miscellaneous chargee* 

Negri Schaol borne... 

Scholarship* 

Charges incurred by the State (or maintenance of schools 

Total 


125. Inspection —The following table shows the amount of inspection done 
by the different officers:— 


Jo. jj J'8 Amount at 

Same. Designation. Circle. || j || 

|l| ,t |{ ~~ 




Victoeu Coll so*. 

127. jVumfor <m the rvIL —The number on the roll on the 81st of March was 
USiagainst 106. The average monthly nu mber on’the roll has however gone down 
fr om UOtoiW. The admission» at the beginning ol the year were affiwted bv the 
stoppage rif die earth-quake. The Principal considers 

the outlook on the whole ii.cse promuung than it was last year* There were 
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West attendance was in August in the year under report 
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1st year class 
2nd • „ 

3rd „ 

4th ,i 

5th „ * 

-, in feet, as the Principal puts it, if fewer joined, more stayed, and there was 

less fluctuation during the year. 

128 . _ Establishment. —There was no change in the gazetted staff during the 

year. A second clerk was added to the clerical staff as one was unable to cope 

with the work. 

129 , _ Expenditure. —The cost of the College was Rs. 20,377-2-9 as shown 

below:— 
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(a.) This includes punktu pulling chsrges, but excludes itsUonery supplied from the Bute Council. 

(b.) Exclusive of tne Bale proceeds of broken furniture (Re. 11-7*0.) 

The increase, Rb. 2,071, is due to periodical increment in the pay of the staff 
and to the increased expenditure for furniture caused by the earth-qnake. The 
cost of educating each student rose from Rs. 129-13-3 to Rs. 158-8 owing to the 
increased expenditure and the smaller number of students. 

130. Library and Laboratory .—Your Highness decided last year .that the 
sum of Re-1,000, which had for many years been granted from the heading 
“unforeseen,” should be shown in its proper place in the College budget This 
sum was expended as follows 

H». a. v. 


Books 

Scientific apparatus and chemicalB ... 
Librarian's pay ... ... 

Book-binding 


512 I 0 
828 7 0 
59 5 7 
99 11 0 


Total 


999 9 7 


■■■^■■smsassme • ♦ • 

Many bookB were injured by the earth-quake; some were rebound ifi the 
year under report, and more wul be hound this year. 4 few hooka were *1*0 
destroyed. Happily the laboratory and its apparatus escaped serious injsiy. f 
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lJl. Law Clouet .—The working of than daises is shown in the 
iment below* 


statement 



prill. 

• 

inAufm 
fin 4 m. 

• 1 

Mate gnat. , 

Total. 

11-48 

Hi. A.P. 

887 0 0 

b. A.F 

178 0 0 

Ba, A. P. 

980 0 0 



so o o it i o 


Fees were raised to Rs. 3; hence the receipts are higher than last year, but 
the classes are not self-supporting, and will not be so until the number enrolled 
increases. The expenditure of the year is normal and cannot be compared with 
that of last year when it was much below normal, owing to the poBt of Law- 
Lecturer being vacant for some time. 

132. University Examinations. —The College sent up 25 candidates for the 
F.A. Examination after a test examination in which several can di d at e s were 
rejected, and 31 for the B.A. examination. In the First Arts Examination 5 have 
passed in the second division and 13 in the third division, or 72 per cent. In 
the B.A. examination 13 have passed against 8 of last year but none have obtained 
Honors. Considering the difficulties of the year and the curtailment of the 
length of the session, the result is very good companing favourably, as it does, 
with most of the Colleges in Bengal Two Btudents appeared from the Victoria 
College in the M. A. examination in English and failed. The Principal reports that 
one waB “hopelessly deficient” and that the other, though strong in Mathematics 
and Science, was weak in English which he was obliged to take up owing to the 
want of suitable provision for teaching science up to the M.A. standard. 

Eight candidates went up for the B.L. Examination of whom three passed 
in the 2nd division. 

133. — Caste distribution. —The students on the roll on the 31st of March 
belonged to the following castes. 

Brahmin ... ... ... ... 49 

Baidya ... ... ... ... 9 

Kaywtha .. ... ... ... 47 

Bajgnns ... ... ... ... 1 

Khetria ... ... ... ... 1 

Rajbangahi ... ... ... 2 

Brahmo ... ... ... 1 

Mahomed an ... ... ... 2 


Total ... 112 

Of the above, 7 were natives of the State vie., 1 Rajgun, 2 Rajbangshies, 
2 Brahmins, 1 Kayastha and 1 Mahomedan. The bulk of the students come from 
the three northern districts of the Dacca Division, Pubna, Jesaore and the 
24 Pergunnaha. ■* 

134.-— The Earthquake —One of the two main buildings occupied by the College 
was entirely destroyed, and the other very badly damaged. The College and 
School were moved to Your Highness' stables which were hastily fitted up for 
the purpose, and work began after the summer vacation on the 8th of July; two 
weeks later than the proper date. The principal complains of the serious in¬ 
conveniences caused by this arrangement, particularly in the rains, and of the dis¬ 
organization of studies, and urges that early measures may be taken to provide 
more suitable accommodation. i hope that a beginning may be made in 1899- 
1900 but see no hope before then. 

Ufr—Discipline and moral training —'The Principal reports that discipline baa 
well maintained. One boy of the first year's class was expelled for gross insubor¬ 
dination, and a boy who supported him was suspended and severely punished. 
ThjsJbaB had a good effect. The Principal remarks that he seldom has any 
difficulty except with boys fresh from school, and in their first year at College. 
The Student’s Association held 26 ordinary and one special meeting to collect 
funds for the distressed people of Chittagong. The meetings were not well 
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attended in the early part of the season, but, greatly owing to the effort* of the 
Professor of Philosophy (who presided at 7 of the meetings), there was great 
improvement towards the end of the Session. The reading room suffered con- 
s Kuy owing to the earth-quake but on the whole the Principal is satisfied 

that there has been progress however slow. 

136 . — Physical Education.— The number on the roll of the Gymnastic class 
went down from 95 ft 89, of whom 48 belonged to the College and 41 to the School. 
The decrease is not to be wondered at, as the Gymnasium site, which was quite 
close to the old College site and fairly near the old School site, is far away from 
the palace. For various reasons it has been thought best not to move the 
Gymnasium, at least until a new site is fixed for the College. Application has 
been made for new apparatus for the Gymnasium, lhe cricket and foot-ball 
Club numbered 95 members. Foot-ball is specially popular and has been encour¬ 
aged by Your Highness. 

186.— Character of the Officers.— The Principal speaks highly of the conduct 
of the Professors. The year has been a very trying one for them. 1’hey have bad 
to teach under difficulties caused by the earth-quake, and the personal discomfort 
has not been small. Better arrangements could not be made and they have 
recognized this, and haws done all possible to prevent the status of the College 
from suffering. The brunt of the work, including the administration arrange¬ 
ments, necessarily fell in the Principal and it is to him that the good results of 
the year must be mainly credited. He has raised the tone of the College in 
every respect at least as much as he has improved itB educational status and he 
is unremitting in working for its improvements. 

The Jenkins’ School. 

137. — Numerical Strength. —The number on the roll on the Slst of March was 
257 or 23 les9 than the previous year. Of these 231 were Hindus, 20 Maho- 
medans, 4 Brabmos and 2 Christians. Of the above 54, or 21 per cent, were 
natives of the State, against 62, or 22 - l per cent, last year. The falling off 
of foreigners (15) is chiefly due to the fact that when the school reopened after 
the earth-quake, there was no railway communication, and this prevented many 
of the Bengali students from rejoining. The falling off of 8 natives of the State 
must, I fear, be ascribed to the want of any desire for higher education in the 
State. The number of paying students was 201 and of non-paying 56, against, 
220 and 60 of last year. The average daily attendance was 202 - 35 against 212'83. 

138. — Income and expenditure. —The income was Ra. 4,260-0-6 against Rs. 
4361-3, or a decrease of Us. 101-2-6 due to the decrease in the number of paying 
pupils. The expenditure was lis. 9,981-1-3 or Rs. 30-3-7 less than in the 
previous year. The cost of the school to the State was therefore Rs. 5701-0-9 
or Rs. 70-14-11 more than in the previous year. 

i reduced by 
Persian teacher 

g y ,a - r -w.v. iwihimvi) a/nuu Prosanna Chundra 

Ganguh, died near the close of the year and the fourth master, Babu Priya 
Bhusan Ray b a was given the post. Babu Abiuash Chandra Mukerjee B.A., 
was appointed 4th master. This w»s the only permanent change during the year. 

wentu^'for AeTm? Exa ^ nat j on --° at of the 20 students in the 1st class, 16 
went up for the Entrance Examination, and IS passed, 6 being placed-in the first, 

number fotW \!? *?*? third dlvlsioE - The result is veSy good, the huge 

edTaudidate ^ SfiSSwT* Up ^^uctton of one pe£ 

141—thl « the 1 y ?. ar - h “ ve a,8 ° t0 * taken intoconsideranon. 

-H-> b " t ** * ,h * 

42. Prizes.—Your Highness again presided at the distribution 5f prises 


-Prizes.- _ 

after the close of the year. 

Master both^as regards tc cMnf’an Pn . ncip,d Bpeaks v ery highly of die Head 
contend with in connection wit! tSe remov'f ^ e . had mw »y difficulties to 

fy <mhi. own re. 0 r e s a^7w7th ftei 6 "ft* 
to be good by the results of the EntrancT^Mlid 
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Boarding IasTmmoHS. 

144. —73< College Boarding Institution —This inBtitution is conducted on the 
same lines as before. It is Belf-supporting, the state only giving a grant of 
Rs. 25 a month, of which Bs. 15 are paid to the Manager. The number on the 
roll at the end of the year was 55 against 46, but the average monthly number 
' was 57.9 in both years. The health of the Boarders was fair but there were some 
cases of fever in March. None were serious. The receipt* including the balance 
in band were He. 3,491 -10-0, and the expenditure Bs. 3,415-4-6, leaving a balance 
of Bs. 76-5-6. This is a useful institution in a place where so many of the students 
are foreigners, securing, as it does, some supervision over the inmates when out of 
School or College. Two Boarders were forced to leave, and one was expelled 
during the year. 

145. — The Rajijun Boarding Institution. —The boys who are fortunate enough 
to get into this institution get free education and board, as they pay no school 
fees, and the State pays Rs. 6 a month for their board. The following table 
showB the amount sanctioned and the amount drawn during the year. 


Item 

No. 

Perticolen. 

Amount sanc¬ 
tioned {or the year. 
1897-98. 

Amount drawn 
daring the year. 
1897*98. 

Bniiawi. 

1 

ESTABLISHISIKT— 

Tutor @ Re. 60 ... 600 

Assistant tutor @ Rs. 25 800 

Two Cooks @ Rs. 11 182 

Two tenants @ Rs. 8 96 

Mehter@Bs. 8 ... 36 

Bs. A. P. 

1,164 0 0 

Bs. A. P. 

1,136 7 5 

• 

Baring of Ra. 27-8-7. 

2 

Stipend for 30 boarders @ Rs 6 

2,186 0 0 

1,496 18 0 

String-of Bs. 63940. 

S 

Stationery 

60 0 0 

(«) 

Articles beisgsnpplieddireet 
tram the CounciJ office, 
this office can not ascertain 
the value. The old grant 
is shown. 

4 

Contingencies. Sundries 

80 0 0 

4 12 0 

Soring Bs. 25-44). 

5 

Clothing and bedding 

175 0 0 

100 0 0 

Earing Bs. 76-04. 

6 

Booka ... 

100 0 0 

98 9 6 

Ditto „ 144. 

7 

Repairs and purchase of tools ... 

25 0 0 

0 10 0 

Ditto „ 8144 

8 

House allowance for th« Assistant 
Tutor @ Mo 4. 

48 0 0 

48 0 0 



Total 

u 

8,738 0 0 

3,885 8 11 

String Rs. 79343-1. 


The number of Boarders ou the roll at the close of the year was 27 against 
28 in the previous year and the avenge number of Boarders was 26*4 against 
26'8. Two Boarders were admitted during the year but one of these is a 
special case.. He is a minor under the Court of Wards and the Court pays for 
his hoard. Three were strode off the roll for unsatisfactory progress and mis¬ 
conduct. The health of the inmates was good. The Principal reports well of 
the Tutof and Assistant Tutor. 


, 146 .—Spatial Grants —Your Highness was pleased during the year to give 

two special granta to improve the food of the Boarders of the two institutions 
during the year. The total thus riven was Rs. 146-8-0, of which Bs. 84-6-0 were 
allotted to thTcoUage Boaidmgfaad Bs. 62 to the Rajgun Boarding Institution, 
These grants arenot included in the accounts as they did not come from 
educational funds. 















MEDICAL 

147. Charge.— The report is submitted by Dr. Kimar Bsabendra Namyan, 
Officiating Civil Surgeon, but he only took charge on the of 
Hi* nredecessor Dr. D. D. Gupta took pension towards the dose of the year, but 
See5 to <£>ntinue to work until relieved. His health, however, broke down and 
hffi to make over change on the 17th of February to the Assistant Surgeon who 
ne naa to m relieved on the above date. Your Highness had arranged 

Ss"™ cSSifc B pS tom ft. 86ft Sikh. .ho.U&«d Dr. Gopte, 
and his transfer was sanctioned by the Govemmentof India, but he was 
attacked bv enteric fever and invalided home, and the Bengal Government 
very kindly lent the services of Dr. Kumar Bhabendra Narayan to the State 
3 Dr Prall’s return. The present Officiating Civil Surgeon » the first native 
pf the State who has held this appointment. 

148 General Health and Vital Statistics.- The year was very decidedly 
less healthy than the preceding one. In that year there was an unprecedent¬ 
edly low rain-fall which reduced the fever rate, and there was no great epidemic. 
In the year undfer report the total rain-fell was somewhat below the average, 
but it was very high in September and October thus prolonging the period of 
high saturation, and fevers accordingly increased, and there was also a severe 
cholera epidemic. Dr. Narayan points out that the fever cases treated in the 
--Dispensaries rose from 3918 to 5432, while the cholera mortality was 763 against 
3(>5. He attributes the increased sickness greatly to the effect of the scarcity, 
whidi lowered the vitality of the people and thus predisposed them to disease. 

The result of the registration of births and deaths in the town of Cooch 
Behar has been satisfactory, and the Council have decided to go on with the 
present system, for the present any how. During the year 460 deaths were 
registered which is 40 per mille, the population of the town being 11,491. The 
number of births was 212 or 18-5 per mille, but it must be borne in mind that 
out of the above total population, only 4074 are women, hence the birth rate 
must necessarily be low. 

Prevailing Diseases. 

149. Cholera. —There was a very severe out-break of cholera in the months 
of September tad October. As above stated, the total mortality from this cause 
rose to 763, or more than double that of the previous year. The town registra¬ 
tion returns show that the total number of deaths from cholera was 96 in 
September, 75 in October and one each in April and November or 173 in alL 
A little over 37 per cent of the whole of the mortality of the town thus took 
place in these two months from cholera alone. 

In the State generally, the distribution of deaths is given in paragraph 50. 
Special steps were taken to drive away the disease from the town both by the 
use of disinfectants and by improving the water supply. 

The Civil Surgeon Btates that his predecessor has left him no notes regard- 
ing the cause or origin of the out-break. It occurred immediately after the 

S reat flood of the first week of September. August had been a comparatively 
ry month, the rain-fell being over inches under the average and the country 
was drying quickly. Then came the floods of September and an excess rain-fau 
. inches, raising the subsoil water level and retarding the usual drying 
process. This may have brought on the epidemic. • 

Small-pox.— Not a single case of Small-pox took place during the year. 

Fever. The high water level had its natural effect and the year was aa above 
laJj 4 °“ e - U mCy the ^ at prefer a year Kke the 
Sr and Sty croS° 6 ^ 40 006 **“ P reyiou ' W with Uttie 

total fell wafuSnTh? 6 teble » brought up to date. The 

the mon^tW 7 aSJr*b nder the * ve ™g e . but it was so well dietribated in 
harvests both early fnd late 6 ** y “ r ? n ? of m0#t ®bundai|t 

year would have f u th £ exce “ 1 T e of September tbe 

to»ld km b- good, for ft, «oe«i,e JSTJZdZ Z, £ 3 ! 
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151. Vaccination- The number vaccinated has slightly taMMad. The 
cost of each operation, 9-91 pies, is practically the same as last year (9 89 pies). 
The percentage of success is given as 88-88. . 

Table A. • 


Total vaocinatad 
Hales 
Females 
Christians 
Hindoos 
Mshomedans 
Other castes 
Under one year 
Above one year 


Out of 4 points 


15,021 

7,9*81 

7,095/ 

9,8481 
4,896 f 
277 J 
5,546 1 
9,478 J 
6,909 
1,870 
686 
878 


4.298 

6S8 

168 

1,507 

13,351 

88-88 


[ Ont of 2 points ...-J j 

Unsuccessful 
Unknown 

Total successful excluding the unknown 
Percentage 

152. Dispensaries and Hospitals .—There was no change in the number of 
these institutions during the year. The Sudder Hospital building suffered 
severely from the earth-quake, and one in-patient was killed by the fall of the 
verandah. The hospital was removed to the Police Hospital building which is 
necessarily small and inconvenient. The old building is now under repair and 
will soon be fit for occupation. The work of the year has therefore been carried 
on under disadvantages. The construction of servants’ quarters has also been 
sanctioned, and when complete the working of the Hospital will be much facili¬ 
tated. The dispensaries in the Moffussil are all Kutcha buildings but it has been 
decided to gradually substitute houses with corrugated iron roofs, beginning with 
Mekligunge, tvhere also the earth-quake caused considerable damage. The Civil 
Surgeon also complains of want of room in the Dinhata building. He goes on 
to say “The number of dispensaries in the State is too few compared with the 
Government districts, consequently the Medical relief here iB inadequate.” 
He next deplores the want of public spirit of the local zemindars in not 
having opened dispensaries as has been done by the big zemindars in 
Bengal, and until such dispensaries are established he advocates the institution 
of a travelling dispensary in charge of the supernumerary Native Doctor. I shall 
be glad to see any of the larger jotedars adopt the suggestion of the Civil 
Surgeon and start a dispensary in imitation of the zemindars of Bengal, but I 
cannot allow the first assertion to pass unchallenged. Such assertions if un-noticed 
are apt in time to be accepted as facts and it would be unfair to Your High¬ 
ness’ administration, were I to allow the assertion to remain uncontradicted. 
The facts are very simple. Bengal has an area of 1,51,535 square mil»« and a 
population of 71,346,787. Cooch Behar has an area of 1307 square miles and 
* a population of 578,868. I Have the Dispensary statistics of Bengal qply op to 
1895-96 but the variation since then cannot bp material. In that year, including 
the great Calcutta Hospitals, there were 445 hospitals and dispensaries in Bengal 
(Bengal Administration Report for 1895-96, pagecc xlii) or one to 340*5 square 
miles, while in Cooch Behar there are 6 dispensaries or one to 218 square miles. 
In Bengal there was one Dispensary to each 160,330 of population. In Gooch 
" S," ° De to e - Ver ? 96 ,I 4 l 8 , of Potion. The number aided in Bengal 

? ehar 14iB 19 ’ 220 - The Proportionate number 
would be 22,511, but this only shows that with more Dispensaries, nearer their 
doors, the people of Cooch Behqr fail to fake quite as mucY advanCTS 

The h GovPr P n e m P °i B n? g R T f 8 earth -S uake al «> affected the number treated/ 
ABvlums but thp h it n” 8 ! 8 P ent * 8, 5 >0M20 on Hospitals and Lunatic 

new Calcutta 7 ex I*nded qp the big hospitals in and 

near Calcutta, Rs. 92,286 only being expended on 430 Moffiissil imtilrntfon, 




K-hiie local sources contributed Rs. 6,81,564. Here, with the exception of 
K». J6 e month contributed at Haldibari, the State’bearB the whole cost. Far from 
comparing badly with Bengal, Your Highness’ State compares wel in whatever 
tray the comparison be made except in contributions from local sources. 

In addition■to the suggestion above referred to of a travelling dispensary, 
the Civil Surgeon recommends that the sanitary staff of the town he place ; 
under hie direct control, that an elementary medical class ba opened in the 
Sadder hospital and certificates be granted to those who do beat in an examina¬ 
tion, and that a lady Doctor be maintained in place of the Midwife. This last 
proposal has already been Bent up and is under consideration. The Civil Surgeon 
has been asked to submit the others separately, but l have told him that I am 
opposed to arming half educated men with any State certificate. 

152. Hospital statistics .—The number of in and out patients in the different 
hospitals together with the usual statistics is given in the following state¬ 
ments B. to I. • 

Table B. 


HOSPITALS. 


In-ptftata 

Oot-patiala. 

Total. 

Avenge 
laDy number 
rf ln-pntfcnte 

Awmmdnflv 

nnmnw of* 
0nt.pntlab 

1897-96. 


II 





Rudder Diapeoaaiy... 


■9 

6,988 

6,445 


43-73 

Dinhsts „ 

... 

SSI 

2,364 

2,476 


16-67 

Matbabhanga. 

... 


2X71 

2,360 


1721 

Mekliganj . 

... 

SI 

2,376 


1'71 

12-28 

Haldibari „ 

... 


2,378 


17-90 

Phulbari „ 

... 


1 JOT 



8*04 

State Jail „ 

Police and Military Hospital 

... ... 

tit 



5-12 


... 

410 



1649 

1189 

Philktaana and Htatdee 

... 


766 


liSISIS 


Total 

1,642 

17X62 

19X04 

4616 

isi-a 

189S-87. 







Sadder Diepenaary ... — 


S72 

7,467 

2,690 

7,829 

18-02 

82 -so 

Dinhata „ 

... ... 

US 

2,808 

373 

23 71 

Mathabharsga „ ... ... 

... 


2,191 

2X69 

1-89 

17-06 

Mekligunj „ 

... • ... 


2,132 

2,238 

2,169 

117 

10-48 

Haldibari „ 

... 


2,236 


16-21 

Phulbari 

... ... 



2,061 


1090 

State Jail „ 

... ... 

176 

. 

176 

Hnfrl 


Police and Military Hoapital 
Philkhaaa anil Stablee 


4SS 

tannin 

461 

433 

461 

Ml 

"“*« 


Total 

1X14 

19,220 

31,434 

41-24 

138-21 






































1,714 



























Aaoltia 

PiraeentMi obdominii 

Improved 


Ntonwta » 

Ampntation of urn 

Cored 


Hepatte abte«H 

Opened by free inciiion 

Left boepital before recovery 


n : -..o abeoeaa 

Paraoentieie abdominie 
Opened 
ditto. 

Improved 

. Cored 


Blg abeeeea of knee 
mtoofElhm 

ditto. 


uraOi 

ditto. 


. Snppnrative lydncda 

ditto. 

ditto, 


Pom ehaeeee of neck 

ditto. 

ditto. 

10. 

fthibeal sbwtM 

ditto. 

ditto. 

11. 

Ooraeal nlewr with hypopioa 

Cornell Section 

Left boepital before reecveiy. 

IS. 

Ootaraot 

Extraction vt lose 

Partial improvement of eight. 



% 


Tablb E. 


baMb or menxsee. 


SCSrDia 

DurmuT. 

Diram 

Dunmamr. 


Xblwi nu 
DturmtaY. 

total nos. oTcueaa tmeat- 
an u m DieranaaiM. 


Off. 

DmMu, 

Caw. 

Dssfchs. 

Caw. 

Dathi, 

Omm. 

• 

DmIIii, 

Of. 

Deaths- 

Bwaalafsal 

Helarkraa (aver, ague end remit- 

91 

14 

88 

3 

40 


10 

1 

174 

17 

•■77 

tent 

Cholera 


SI 

is 


“V 



8 


SI 

10 

51-51 

Anemia 


1 

n 

8 

... 

... 

... 


HI 

4 

44-44 

Phthieie 


4 

IP 


... 

... 

... 

... 


H] 

S 

78-00 

Dropey 

... 

HI 

WA 

■1 

3 

a 

... 

Hi 

8 

Kl 

IS 

46-43 

Ophthalmia 


id 

Ml 

1 u 

... 

... 

... 

n 


■d 

1 

60-00 

Respiratory afleettuu 


RJ 

« 


... 

4 

i 

■Da 


» 

7 

36 92 

Dysentery 

Diarrhoea 

... 

K] 

89 


1 

i 

... 

... 


88 

40 

47-05 


m 

7 

Jtj 1 

1 

6 

t 

4 


17 

0 

38-83 

Spleen 

Ulcer ... 


ae 

ft 

H -- 

1 

... 

... 

... 


24 

8 

25-00 


IS 

8 


1 

8 

... 

■1 


71 

4 

5-08 

Other local dlaeaaea 


41 

8 


... 

8 

... 

mi 


80 

3 

MO 

Debility and old age 


ft 

a 

Bar ® 


... 

... 

■n 


10 

4 

4000 

Injuries 


84 

8 

18 

It 

88 

U 

■ 

1 

118 

ft 

431 

Total 

... 

41T 

111 

108 

B 

94 

m 

B 


B 

188 

3004 


Tabu F. 
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Tails H. 

, .. 1896-07. 1867-96. 

1. Arengt popoUtwn of (he Soddar Jail... 9268 9H-U 

2. Admiaaiont on aoooostof tickaeat ... 169 2U 

8. Ararage tick ... ... ... ... 4-67 012 

I. Percentage of edmiaeiona to population ... 189-66 967 

K, Arcrage nick par centage of atcrape population ... 6-04 5-68 

«. Deathi ■ ... ... ... ... g 8 

J, Peroeutage of deaths ... ... ... 1-ig 4-J 

' Tail* I. * 




PQX4C& 



IflLJTAftY. 

' 

YEAR. 




PnamtAoi or mmmm. 

4 

Dally avers* 
of strength* 

m 

mm 

, Deaths. 

Dally sick. 

Dally average 
strength. 

Adulation. 

Deaths. 

i 

m 

I 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

988'10 

298-16 

88-94 

62-17 

0.80 

0-61 

7- 44 

8- 88 

193 

108 

178-18 

127-97 

0-80 

20s 

4-81 


154. Sudder Hospital and Dispensary. —In spite of the inferior 
nature of the accommodation, the nnmber of in-patients in the Sudder 
Hospital rose from 372 to 457. This may be ascribed to the unhealthiness of 
the year. The number of out-patients fell from 7457 to 5988 and the decrease is 
incapable of explanation. In two years the number has gone down from 8213 to 
5988 or by 2225. Last year the absence of disease wob held to be the reason, but 
the year under report was fur from healthy. I fear that' unpopularity must be 
admitted as the only cause. 

The number of operations went down from 318 to 279 and of these 12 only, 
against 44, were major. There was no death after operation. 

The death rate was very heavy, there being 112 deaths or 24 5 per cent 
against 65 or 17*47 per cent in the previous year. The greatest number of 
deaths was due to dysentry , a /lumber of moribund cases having been sent to 
hospital. There were also 19 deaths from cholera. 

Rs. 156-9- 3 were realized from wile of medicines against Rs. 90-0-9 and XU. 
267-1-3 from prescription fees against Rs. 186-14-0, The increased rate of 
prescription fee now paid covers the pay of the additional compounder. The 
Hospital Committee visited the Hospital and generally found things in order, 
but the arrangements were necessarily temporary and for from perfect. 

155. Moffussil Dispensarus. —Of the 3 moifussil dispensaries which admit 
in-patients, Dinhata shows a decrease of 6 patients, 112 to 118. While Matha- 
bhanga and Mekligunge show increase of 20, (98 to 78) and 14, (51 to 37.) These 
last two as well as Haldibari show increased attendance of out-patients while 
Dinhata and Fulbari show a decrease, considerable in the former, 2690 to 2364, 
and very marked in the latter, 2061 to 1527. The number of deahs in Dinhata, 
16, waB heavy. The cost of diet was again heaviest at Mekligunge and it 
increased there, and at Mathabhanga, while it was lower in the Sudder ,and 
Dinhata. The receipts from Bale of meditines are again highest at Mathabhanga 
and are.unduly low at Mekligunge. 

158. Jail , Military ana Police Hospitals. —These all show worse results, 
particularly the Military Hospital, where the daily average of sick was nearly 
double that of the previous year. 

157. Midwifery. —The Midwife attended 62 cases during the year being 
an increase of S onset. 

*158. Staff .—There have been no changes in the subordinate staff during 
the year. The Civil Surgeon declines to give any decided opinion regarding 
the qualification of his subordinates, as he was in (marge for bo short a time, but 
states generally that they discharged their duties satisfactorily. Looking at the 
working of the ye*r,resulta are bad in the Sudder,' Dinhata and Fulbari and 
the officers in cnarge of these dispensaries should Bhow better results next year. 

I,,. > 
























POLITICAL. f:; 

1 59. Tour Highness had made ‘all arrangement to celebrate the eomplelic 
or Her Majesty the Queen-Empress’ 60th year on the Throne, on the Jlst 4 
June, when the earth-quake of the 12th of June stopped all preparations. Ti 
Viceroy's kharita which was to hare been received in pufilic Durbar was re ce ive 
and answered privately. 

_ Your Highness Volunteered to serve in the TiraR Campaign, And He 
Majesty the Queen-Empress has signified her approbation of the services e 
rendered by making You a Companion of the Bath. 

MILITARY. 

160. . 
of the corps, 
the men. I 

es tor comparatively minor faults, men who were fermenting a spirit of insubor- 
dination and determination not to submit to drill and discipline. Added to 
this. Your Highness was pleased at the close of the year to intimate that the nev 
of the men would be raised with effect from the current year and thla has Wl 

j* 8t * b? ve no do «l>t a better and more soldierly class of men will 

now be enlisted. Drill continues to improve but the new carbines cannot be 
rehed on to shoot strmght over 100 yards. The Subadar Major has now an 
easier task before him, and 1 confidently expect still further improvement under 
his sealous teaching. The junior officers at least now 

V® Ha M'! d f r8 have *«*P te d the position. Owing to the hiXnrice of ’f^d 
, ur H, gbness sanctioned the payment of Rs. 435 to men drawing Rs 10 and 
under as compensation for dearness of food. “rawing its. 10 and 



STATE PRESS. 

161. There was no change in the regular establishment during the vear a. 
•nal mMfn iulf l.bor, whith „ n k. 


Z&Z »sms* 

l‘±, SESfiSSi&Zr ot R '- — -eta- u» 


Judicial 
Documentary 
Court-fee 
Copying fee 


Total 


R*. A. P, 
1,17,001 0 0 
34,891 8 0 
. 40,980 0 0 
8,479 8 0 

1,95,852 0 0 


to geJ'LVthef PreL St ‘ mpS M ^ " timea and lt "ill probably be 

and there u'dei^’in^TOmnMnff' Capabl ® ^doingallthe Statewwk. 
papers. The type got mixed l/thf eaJrt lnd ? ntB for forn ‘* and in printing 
T oh delay. it? 

a e , ar t01 ?® tbat if the Press is to do^e worrit question as it is 

and establishment i s necessarv \ lt °“ght to to ftcmstf 

Gazette has risen from 78 to «h^‘ num ber of payip# suhacrftani 
The JSBKnSSCj 
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FHUK&0A m KEEDDA. 

165. Philkhana .—At the close ot the last year the number of State elephants, 
excluding the two kept t in the Zemindari, and excluding the elephants caught in 
the Khedda of 1896 was 39. In the year under report two died, both valuable 
elephants, and four were sold for Rs. 13,000 including the two purchased in exe¬ 
cution ot a decree as reported last year. The whole of th$ old elephants select¬ 
ed for sale have now been disposed of During the year one of the elephants 
caught in 1896, valued at Rs. 2,500, and three of those caught in 1897, valued 
at Es. 7,000, have been put on the regular establishment. The year thus closed 
with 37 elephants on the establishment, and one has since been purchased mak¬ 
ing 38. The expenditure of the year on the Philkhana was Es. 27,359. 

TOG. Khedda .—The lease of the Goalpara elephant mehal expired on the 15th 
of December, but the State elephants were withdrawn from the beginning of 
November as the work was tolling on them. Fifteen elephants wore employed iu 
Khedda work and twenty elephants were caught valued at Rs. 24,100. Five of 
these valued at Rs. 3,600 died, and, as above stated, three valued at Rs. 7,000 were 
transferred to the Philkhana establishment. The remaining twelve elephants 
were unsold at the close of the year, but 8 valued at Rs. 7,900 were afterwards 
sold for Rs. 7,195 at the Nekinardan fair. The remaining 4 valued at Rs. 5,600 


ill for sale. Rs. 7,400 were realized by the issue of licenses, 
of the Khedda is as fa’lows:— 

The financial 

• 

Sale of licenses 

.. Rs. 

7,400 

Ditto of elephants 

p 

7,195 

Value of unsold elephants 

H 

5.000 

Ditto elephants retained 


7,000 

Total 


27,195 

Deduct cost of Khedda ... 

. 

12,2:17 

Total profit 

••• w 

14,958 


The results are not as good as in the previous year but they are not bad. 


LIBRARY. 

167. Library .—-Only 29 English and 19 Bengali books were added during 
the year bringing the total number of books up to 7,992. Considerable damage 
was done to the books and furniture by the earth-quake and a sum of Rs. 107 
was spent on rebinding and repairs. New books were ordered rather late in the 
year and a sum of Rs. 108 lapsed to the State owing to the indent not being 
complied with in full. 


SUPERDfTEMERT’S OFFICE. 

168. Superintendent'll office .—Balm Priya Nidhan Palit, the Head clerk 
and Shiristadar continues to discharge his duties satisfactorily. In his absence 
work did not get on so well, and the office a whole is not so strong as it should 
he for the pay given. 


I have the honor to be, 

Your Highness’ most obedient servant, 
D. R. LYALL, 

Superintendent of the State, Coch Bihar. 







No. 1479. 

From 

Rai CALICA DOSS DDTT BAHADUR, b.i., 3 

Dewan or the Cooch Behar State. 

To 

0IS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJAH BHUP BAHADUR 

in COUNCIL, COOCH BEHAR. 

Dated, Cooch Behar , the 26 th July *1898. 

Your Highness, 

•» 

I have the honor to submit the following report on the 
administration of the Revenue Department of the State for the year 1897*98. 
As in previous years the report has been divided into the.following six sections:— 

I.—Land Revenue. 

II.—Settlement. 

11L—Excise Revenue. 

IV.—Treasury and Stamp Revenue. * 

V.—Offices at the Rajbari. 

VI.—Miscellaneous. 


SECTION I.—LAND REVENUE 

2. The charge of the department rested with me throughout the year. 

3 . The names of the officers, who were in charge of the different Sub¬ 
divisions, are given in the following table:— 

SuWtvfiloui Name of officer. Period of incumbency. 


Ku cider 

Tuofangunj 

Mekligunj 

Mnthubhugu 

Diuhata 


( Babu Goptl Chandra Chat! 
Rainri 




!, Naib Ahilkar ... 
;or ... 


-i 

: { 


Bajkriabn. Dan, Naib 

Harendra Narain Chowdburi, Naib Ahilkar. 
Bum. Oliaran Noogi, Sub-Naib Ahilkar ... 
Padma Nath Daa, 0%. Naib Ahilkar 
Auahutoab OhOWf Naib Ahilkar 
Jag ilWlat Biswas, Sub-Naib Ahilkar ... 
Aumtoah Uhoaa, Naib Ahilkar ... 


From l«t April 1897 to 8th Feby. 1898. 
„ 9th Feb;. 1898 to cloae of year 

,, lit April 1897 to 6th Feby. 1898. 
„ 7th Feby. 1898 to clone of year. 
Throughout the year. 

From lat April 1897 to SOth May 1897. 
„ Slat May 1897 to 29tli June 1897. 

„ SOth June 1897 to cloae of year. 
Throughout the year. 


Hari Natli Bow, Naih Ahilkar 

4 . Babu Gopal ChandraCbatterjec continued to act as Malcutchery Naib; 
Ahilkar at the Sudder till the 8eh February 1898, when Baba Raj Krishna Das, 
who had been confirmed in the above post on Kumar Rangila Narayan s death, 
but had, in consequence of the deputation on the Bijni Estate work. and. the 
-ubsequrat absence on leave Of Babu Narendra Nath. Sen, been officiating as 
A salaa m* Civil Judge, returned to his substantive appointment and Baba Gopal 
Chandra took privilege leave for 3 months, Babu Harendra Narain Choiidhuri 
was (be Naib Ahilkar of Tufaugunj and the Settlement Naib Ahilkar till the 
6 th February, when he was relieved of the charge of the Sub-divisional office 
by Balm Bama CharanNeogi, Snb-Naib Ahilkar, who was appointed an additional 
ft rub Ahilkar for tbs purpose, add deputed exclusively on settlement work. 
There were no changttat Mekligunj and Dinliata, Babus Padma Nath Das and 
Hari Nath P»»» being respectively in charge of the Sub*divtuonaI offices 

. -m ‘lastev 
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throughout the year. At Mathabhanga Babu Ashutosh Ghosh was absent on 
privilege leave for a short period of one month only from the 81st May and 
Babu JagadbaJlav Biswas, Sub-Naib Ahilkar, acted for him. 

5. Amongst the Sub-Naib Ahilknrs Babu Pramatha Nath Chattei^ee was 
employed in the Sudder Malcutchery and Babu Jagadballav Biswas at Matha- 
bhanga during the wfiole year. Babu Batna Charan Neogi was the Sub-Naib 
Ahilkar of Tufangunj till the 6th February, when, as stated above, he was ap¬ 
pointed an additional Naib Ahilkar and placed in charge of the Sub-divisional 
office ; there was no Sub-Naib Ahilkar there after the above date. At Dinhata 
Babu Surendra Nath Chuckerbutty returned to his duties on the 8th April, but 
was soon afterwards appointed a Deputy Collector and Deputy Magistrate .under 
Government and he resigned his post in the State on the 12t.h May. Babu 
Rajani Kanta Bhowmic was again appointed to act as a Sub-N*\J> Ahilkar and 
sent to Dinhata. 


6. During the year under report we obtained possession of the 190 bigbas 
of land in Taluk Shib Prasad Mustafi, which the Government had given up after 
being fully satisfied in th(* course of the enquries connected with the boundarj' dis¬ 
pute near Mogulhat that it belonged to the State. The land has been included in 
Sub-division Dinhata. It formerly appertained to our Taluk Kishrnat Mokarari 
and will now constitute a new Taluk named Ivishmat Mokarari Part II. 

7. The current demand of Mai and Debutter Revenue for the year under 

report amounted to Rs. 13,10,104 and the arrear to lls. 2,30,485. The total 
demand was thus Rs. 15,46,589 ; the collections, inclusive of Rs. 4,905 on account 
of excess payments (Fmil), were Rs. 13,37,648 and the remissions Rs. 54 370 
Ihc balance at the close of the year amounted to Rs. 1,59,476. The demands 
and collections for the last 10 years are Bhewn in the following tabic:_ 
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8 . It will be seen that the current demand for tbe year under report, 
amounting to Bi 18,18,404, exceeded that for tbe previous year by fi» 8,690. 
Xbis was chiefly doe to the following three causes, Tin: letly, inclusion in tbe 
towjee of tbe progressive resettlement increase for Gird Chowra in Pergunna 
t'ooch Behar and Gird SSandara in Pergunna Tufangunj, as also for tbe Baishchala 
jotes in Pergunna Mathabhanga; Sndly, increases obtained by the resettlement 
of jotee relinquished or made kh^s in previous years, and Sr^ly, increase in nollec- 
tion df tax on jute carta at the Haldibari Bunder. Tbe gross increase in the 
demand amounted to R» 15,668 and the gross decrease to fit 6,968, and the above 
sum of Rs. 8,690 is tbe net increase obtained by tbe State during the year. 
Details are shewn in statements. Nos. I and 11 hereto appended. 

9. As stated in my previous reports the resettlement of Gird Chowra and 
Shandara was concluded with effect from 1894-95 and that of the Baishchala jotes 
from the last wpr and not from 1895-96, as stated by mistake in the report 
for 1896-97. The progressive increase for these bracts entered in tbe accounts 
for the year of report is specified below:— 

Rs. 

Increase for Gird Chowra in Sudder Sub-diviaion ... 1,175 

Ditto for Gird Shandara in Sub-division Tufangnnj ... 1,827 

Ditto for the Baishchala jotes in Sub-division Mathabhanga ... 84 

2,586 


1 ft. The bulk of the increase on account of new settlement was entered in 
the accounts for the different tracts in the years in which the settlement came 
into force. The increase shewn above is the amount due for the year under 
report for jotes of which the total increases exceeded the old juma by 20 per 
cent and had therefore, under the rules laid down by Your Highness, to be 
distributed over 5 years. 

11. The increases on other accounts as well as the decreases are shewn in 
tbe table given below:— • 


Particulars. 

Increase. 

Particular*. 

Decreaae. 


ki. a p. 


He. A. P. 

Increaee obtained by the 
resettlement of relin- 
quiehed jotee. 

548 3 7 

Deereeae due to relinquiehment 
of jotee 

fiOl 11 & 

Do. Do. of Kb» jotee end 
other Khee Inode. 

4,SOS ft 3 

Decreaee due to caneellotion of 
leaeee of bad jotee Ba—Sfil IS S 
Do. reduction on account of 
diluvion ... Be. 719 4 4j 

Do. to lande taken up for public 
purpoeea ... Be. Os-".;- 4 0 

1,870 4 S 

Do. Do. of Byrnt Sf.ohule... 

7.B10 14 4 

Do. due to Settlement of Syrat 

4,260 11 11 

Do. dun to miiion of 

83 3 S 

Mehab, 

faBUment paper*. 

Do. ot mtaeJlanaoiu 
caape*. 

IS U 9 

Do. due to rertefon of Settle, 
ment paper*. * 

SS0 IS s 

, Total ... 

13,037 4 7 

Total* ... 

6,86811 6 

Met inornate Be. ... 

6,101 f l 




12 k It will be seen that the increases obtained by the re-settlement of 
khas and relinquished Jotes and of other khas lands' amounted to so large a 
sum as Bs. 5,457 and that they exceeded the decreases On account of relin¬ 
quishment and cancellation ofleases of bad jotes andalso an account of diluvion 
wd taking up pf fond by Bs 2,985. The greater portion of this increase was 
obtained la the Sudder fGooch Behar) and tbe Tufangunj Sub-division, where 
the number of Uias and relinquished Jotes is tomparatively large. There are 
separate register* for these jotes in each office and under existing orders the 
Sub-diviaianaLNaib AhRkars are required to furnish lisle to Osnoong es, who, 
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in their tarn, prepare their registers from these lists, hold the necessary enquiries 
and adopt steps tor the re-settlement' of the jotes. Enquiries are also held in 
special cases by the Naib Ahilkars or the Sub-Naib Ahilkars. Copies of the 
lists are periodically sent to me. In the course of my cold weather tour 1 go 
through the registers of khas and relinquished jotes and see what attempts for 
settling each jote have been made. It is satisfactory thht. notwithstanding a 
new settlement causing a large increase in the jama, Mid the distress caused 
by the failure of crops in 1896-97, not only has there been no decrease in the 
rent-roll of the State but that the revenue has steadily increased by the settle¬ 
ment in due course of khas lands of different descriptions. We have to deal 
with thousands of petty holdings and our State ib intersected by many streams 
which shift their courses and leave sandy deposits; there must therefore be 
fluctuations in the demand. Great care is necessary to prevent loss to the 
revenue. 


13. The next item of increase is that obtained by the settlement of syrat 
mehals. The net increase shewn on this account is ft 3,250 and it is entirely 
due to the increase in the collection of tax on jute carts at the Haldibari Bunder. 
The number of these carts largely increased during the year owing to activity 
of the jute trade; this caused an increase in the collections to the extent of 
Jta 4,889. But for this large increase there would really have been a foiling off 
ia the syrat revenue. In my last report I stated how the fisheries in the State 
had been gradually deteriorating and how their value had decreased owing to the 
importation of fish by rail. The earth-quake of the 12th June 1897 also 
seriously affected the condition of many Jalkar mehals. The beds of several 
ifeels were upheaved and when these were put up to auction for settlement they 
either elicited no bids or had to be leased out at reduced jamas. Istafas were 
also filed for some of the mehals. I have already taken steps in the Settlement 
Department to have the necessary enquiries made and to settle the dried up beds 
of the Jalkars as jotes. e 


14. The balance shewn at the close of the previous year amounted to 

faw* "“*** “ f00t 01 teMe f* 2,27,278*. while that brought forward in the accounts 

J the y ear un<]er report was B» 2,30,485. The 

thrretrosnl^e 3 £r W T ‘"TT obtained b 7 resettlements concluded 
with retrospective effect. Together with the current demand of Its 13,16,104 the 

totel demand for the year amounted to B* 15,46,589, which, owing w increases 
by fil n 32,52r e arrear de “ and ’ eXCeeded thut for the P^vious year 

affainlt’ «Il 2 72 O 820 tl of 8 th° r the . year of re P ort amounted to B* 13,37,648 

¥L,rLtuS “ d T*“ ° f ft 64 ’?, 28 - 

tions of the 5 previous years by ft 37 953- ’ *■ “T * 6 ColleC * 

unexpected iu the beginning of £ year. 'ke previous^T^Sg ^^7 Tasini 
of famine over a large portion of Indin In i» * U * ye ? r ’ 189 i °; 97 , was one 
failed in Cooch Behar also and how there wL u* report 1 8ttt,ed bow the crops 

ryots owing to the unusual rise in thr nrino t ,. dl8tre88 . amongst many bf our 

of distress would also remain jduring the vear ° f od ' Krfl1 ” 8 - 1 thought “at traces 
harvests and therefore reduced the eftimato <• report even if we id good 
in the budget to fis- n 74 son The A * f ° r ^ and ^ evenue i Mai and Rebutter, 
and we hi to arrangeto’SSite^ S /ear commenced 

‘the State. Then came the SKSh different P art8 ° f 

intensified. But a kind Providence oml! 12 J h June and the fears 

country with splendid harvests The f ° r tb ' 8 by blearing the 

good. The provision for Land Revenue in th« • j Other crops were also 

ft \ 2 . 9 ®.800; but the actual figm-e is even larLr e iI 18 ed *i Ud ? et Wa8 ™wd W 

market was very dull. The Mrtnect of r mnTf “ 11 tb “’ though the tobaoco 
l>e dealt with in another portion of rho 8 t l d condition of the people *81* 
further remarks here ^ rf re P ° rt - 1 *hall not therefore Se 
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16. The amount collected in each Subdivision is shewn below:— 


Name at Shb-divieioa. 

Amoont ot current 
demand. 

Amoont police ted. 

Percentage 
of collection on 
enmot demand. 

• 

Be. 

Be. 


Sadder ... 

... 2,67,342 

2,78,845 

104-3 

Toofnngunj 

... 1,53,408 

1,55,400 

101-2 

Mekligunj 

... 2,06,983 

2,10,034 > 

3,89,153 

101-4 

Methebbnnge 

. 3,82,990 

101-6 

Dinhata ... 

. 3,05,381 

3,04,216 

99-6 


17. It will be observed that excepting at Dinhata, where there was a small 
falling off to the extent of about one thousand rupees only, the collections ex¬ 
ceeded the current demand everywhere. The result attained at the Sudder was 
the belt, the percentage there having amounted to 104*3. The Naib Ahilkar of 
Dinhata states as/ollows as regards the deurease in his Sub-division.-— 

“The collections could not reach the current demand and fell short of it by Rs. 1,166. 
The percentage of collection over the current demand is 99-61 against 96"97 of the previous 
year. It may be stated here that arrears of revenue, amounting to Ha. 15,158-5-1, were 
remitted in commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee, out of which a considerable sum could 
have otherwise been recovered and the collections would have ^hus exceeded the current 
demand by a considerable sum.” 

18. There is no doubt that bad it not been for the Jubilee remissions a little 
more money would have been realised by the issue of processes; but still the 
explanation is not quite satisfactory. There were Jubilee remissions in other 
Sub-divisions also and the officers in charge of these Sub-divisions have been 
able to show better results 


19. The following table shews the total demand for each Sub-division and 
the balance which remained due at the close of the year under report. 


Name of 
Hub*division. 

Total demand 
for 1897-98. 

Balance due et 
the close of 
1897-98. 

Percentage of 
balance on 
demand at 
the close of 
1897-98. 

Percentage of 
balance on 
demand at the 
close of 1896*97. 

• 

Percentage of 
balance on 
demand 
nt the dose of 
1896*96. 


Ha. 

Ra. 





Sudilor . 

3,18,475 

28,078 

9 

16 


13 

Tufangunj 

1.87,867 

28,522 

12 

17 


16 

Mekligunj 

2,32,250 

18,022 


11 


7 

Mnthabhango 

4,42,873 

45,230 


13 


12 

Dinhata . 

8,6b, 62 4 

44,629 


16 


14 

Total 

15,46,589 

1,59,476 

10 

15 

13 


2<K It will be observed that the result attained at the Sudder showed the 
greatest improvement. The collections here*exceeded the current demand by 4 
per cent and there, has been a large reduction in the balance n«t only as , 
compared with 1896-97, which was an exceptionally bad year, but also as compared 
with the year preceding it. improvements are also observable in the other Sub¬ 
divisions but they are due to a certain extent to the large remissions. 

21 . «The total number of Sale Utahan issued during the vea*- of report was 
38,829 against 13,872 of the previous year and that of Jotes sold was 515 against 
500. The increase in the number of lstahars is attributable to the necessity of 
adopting steps for the recovery of the Ivge arrears which hod accummulated during 
the preriousyear. But this increaseuras not large and in the actual sales there was 
an increase of 15 only. The revenue officers were* anxious to show some eonri- 
daration towards people who were really in distress; hut at the same .time it was 
necessary for them to lee that no undue advantage was taken of their kindness, 
la the course of my inspection of the Sub-di visional offices I was satisfied that 
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the Naib Ahikars and the Sub-Naib.Ahilkars were not unnecessarily severe in 
recovering the arrears. I found that' many of the sales had been brought about 
by the proprietors themselves with differeut objects. 

22. Details regarding the arrear balance are shewn in the table given 
below:— 


* 


Details about the balance 
shewn atthe close of‘ 
1896-97. 

. 


Details about the old balance 
entered in the Towji^ 
during 1897-98. ' 




1, Amount shewn atthe close of 1896-97 

2, Amount collected during 1897-98 

8. Amount written off during 1897-98 ... .. 

4. Balance at the close of 1897-98 ... ... 

5. Amount which may prove irrecoverable out of 

balance shewn against heading 4. ... ... 

6. Amount of balance entered iu the Towii during 

1897-98 ... ... ... ... 


7. Amount collected during 1897-98 ... 

8. Amount remitted during 1897-98 ... 

9. Balance at the close of 1897-98 

10. Balance which may prove irrecoverable out of 

balance shewn against heading 9 

11. Total of balances or total of figures shewn 

against headings 4 and 9 

12. Total of amount which may prove irrecoverable out 

of the total balance shewn against heading 11 


Bs. 

2,27,278* 

1,87,054 

51,328 

89,001 

*5,000 

8,207 

1,826 

477 

904 


89,905 

5,000 


* Vide explanation appended at foot of table in para 7. 


23. It will be observed that out of the total arrears brought forward in the 
Towjee Rs. 1,38,880 was collected and Rs. 51,700 written off Together with the 
amount remitted out of the current demand the total remissions granted during 
the year were Rs. 54,370 against Rs. 18,419 of the previous year. The increase 
waB due to the remissions sanctioned in honor of Her Most Gracious Majesty the 
Queen’-Empress of India on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee. The amount 
written off on this account during the year of report was Rs. 40,916. This was 
a very apprbpriate way of showing honor to Her Majesty, who was known to 
have felt very great sympathy for people who suffered distress owing to the rise 
in the price of food-grains during 1896-97. The balance which remained due at 
the close of the year out of the arrear demand was Rs. 39,905. This was the 
smallest balance ever shewn in the accounts. 


24. The following table explains the discrepancies between the entries in the 
Towjee and those shown in the Treasury and financial accounts. 

Amount of collections ahewn iu the Towiee insure, a t • 

Didvot:— " 13.87,648 7 6 


Excess payments (Faeil) made in previous year 
which could not bs credited in the cash book for 
the year of report 

Balance in hands of collecting officers, which could 
not be remitted to the Treasury during the year 
under report ... •„ ' 

Amount of a Transfer Chulan of the Tnfangani 
Sub-divieional office whioh was credited in the 
Treasury during the previous year, but shown in 
the Towjee during the year of report... 


4,764 1 11 
81,858 5 5 

0 8 0 


86,122 15 « 


Ann 


18,01,525 , 8 1 


Amount of Miscellaneous receipts &c. whioh could 
not be credited in the Towjee 


uunmumcation improvement cess wiuw, 
be credited in the revenue Towjee ... 

Balance in hands of dollecting'officers which 
not be remitted to the Treasury durum 1( 
but was remitted during the yesr of report 


6,981 15 7 
1,774 8 9 

18,142 4 * 7 


0wri * doT « ... 24,148 7 11 



it. Bmogfhtfonnrd ; 

•-•Of v (Ma ■ oftfe Tutan§mnj e&r: 

- 4M*kndolU* which wm credited bite Tmoory 
bat Could sot b« *h«wf> ie the Towje* 

Aaamntafs GludUa of MikwIIwmow rtsapto of th* 
Dtahsta ttaMiviiionsl office which wee entered in 
tiw Hal Amdsni Book, and remittad <o the 
Tnumj hint woe not credited in the Towjee ... 

Amount credited, in Treunrj Cadi Book 

: *** ■ 


MAM 7 11 ifALMK * 1 


M.I* 8 


8 4 0 


**,878 8 1 
18,88,404 1 S 


25. 1 stated in nm« of my previous reports how owing to the arrangement 
of kiats, under which the fourth or the last kist felt due-only 2 or 3 days before 
the. close of the year, no processes could be issued for the recovery of the arrears 
due for that kistrimtil after the commencement of the following year. The 
result was that the bringing forward of a large old balance on'the first day of 
each new year could not be avoided. The Bengal Government were for a long 
time anxious to change the dates for kists and, as we had followed the lair 
prevalent in Bengal, we naturally waited to see what was done by then. At 
length we resolved to make no forther delay and the (natter waa taken up last 
year. 1 submitted a report proposing to rednee the number of kists for under; 
tenants from 8 to 4, and thus save them from a good deal of harassment. Many 
influential jotedars and pleaders were consulted and the number of kists for 
jotedars was proposed to be reduced from 4 to 3, the last kist falling due on the 
15th Falgoon, that is, about a month and a half before the commencement of 
the new Bengali year. The time when each principal crop of the country waa 
reaped and the produce brought to the market was folly taken into considera¬ 
tion. As before, jotes were divided into three classes and the revenue for jotes 
of the first class was to be paid in 3 instalments and that for those of the second 
class in 2. For third class jotes there was to be one kist as before. The pro¬ 
posals made by me having met with the approval of Yonr Highness in Council 
an act was accordingly passed on the 10th February 1898. The act, which it 
called die Cooch Behar Kist Act of 1898, has come into force from the begin¬ 
ning of the current year. Under the new arrangement of kists, as laid down 
in the Act, while the collecting officers will have more than a month for issuing 
processes for the recovery of the arrears of revenue due for the last kist, the 
Jotedars will get sufficient time before each kist to realise rents from the 
under-tenants. 


26. Another very important legislative measure passed dating the year 
was the Revenue Sale Law of the State. The reasons, for which aa am endm ent 
oi die <fld law was considered advisible, were referred to in pan 14 of my 
report for 1895-96. A repetition here of these reason! i» not necessary. The 
bilL which had been originally drafted by Mr. G. E. Lowis, the late Vice-. 
President of the State Council, and which, with certain improvements, had been 
published in the official Gazette under the sanction of Your Highness, was 
again token up and its provisions folly discussed by the Council. Further irn- 

K tvemants were suggested and adopted and an act, called the Cooch Behar 
venue Sole Aet of 1897, was finally passed‘by Your Highness on the 
28th August 1897. In framing the Act we have adopted many of the provi¬ 
sions of me Bill to amend the Revenue Sale La w introduced into the Bengal 
Legislative Council in 1894. The defaulter has been given the power of 
redeeming* the jote already sold after the payment of certain penalties To 
secure the effectual publication of the Sale Istehar provision has been made 
to publlkh it in the neighbouring Hits. The working of the, new Act will be 
watched with great interest. 

2t were no changes 

the Chutoonanaa during the year of report Baba Hem Cbuidra Bbatt 
1st grade Caaooagoe, -cnatiaued to be employ ed * tbs Sadder and late 
Pwsadlha£ *** |p4* Oamxmgoa, kths Tuftngstej MWwkion. The « 
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of the office* at Dinhata, Mathabhanga mi Mekliguni 

Munsbi Kalimuddin and Babus Shashi Bhusan Roy andMohendra Nath Adh 1 ™"; 
Babn flan Prasad Neogi was absent on privilege leave for 20j™" ^* nd 
February, when the Ticca Ameen placed under him wasjn chargeofhi* duties. 

28. The total number of cases made overtothe Canoongom v^ Hlb ;th» 
together with the 202 cases pending from the previous year, made ttp « 

1612 cases for enquify, out of which 1198 were enquired in^ US returned 
without enquiry and lWmade over to the betdemei.t Department TiSjjarei 
_ s _ 1 «* tfc.. »i n » nf the vear. The following table shews the 


Babu Hem Chandra Bbattachariee, 1st Grade Canoongoe 
„ Hari Prasad Neogi, 2nd Grade Canoongoe 
Munsbi Kulimnddin, 3rd Grade Canoongoe ••• 

Babn Shaai Bhnsan Boy, 8rd Grade Canoongoe ... 

„ Mohendra Nath Adhikari, ditto ditto ... 
Assistant Canoongoe Enmar Khitindra Narayan ... 

Babn Umesh Chandra Dntt, Acting Assistant Canoongoe 


... 104 
- *81 
... 234 
... 131 
* 26 . 
... 6 
... 191 


obtained by them in this important work 
portion of this report They had to be emi 
apd in other misellaneous works. Babu J 


loyed in settling boundary disputes 
em Chandra Bhattachaijee is an ex¬ 


perienced officer but unfortunately his health has been bad. 1 was Quite sa¬ 
tisfied with the work done by Babu Hari Prosad Neogi, Munsbi Kalithuddiw 
and Babu Mohendra Nath Adikari; the annual reports they have submitted are 
interesting and contain much useful information. Babd Sasi Bhnsan Koy also 
has done good work. Babu Umesh Chandra Dutt is a very good surveyor. 
All the Canoongoes rendered valuable assistance in the work of distributing 
alms for alleviating distress in the beginning of the year. 

30. Cases.—The following table compares the numbers of revenue cases 
instituted and disposed of during the last two years. 



Instituted dn- 

ToUL 

Transferred to 

ring the jeer. 

other Oo arts 

15,808 

16,866 

188 

17,745 

18,722 

206 



81. .It will be observed that owing chiefly to increase in the number of 
cases instituted for the recovery of arrears of revenue, the total m«ritntiont b- 
creased from 15,808 in 1896-97 to 17,745 in the year of report. 206 cases were, 
for the sake os convenience, transferred to the Settlement Department. TTiese 
cases related to lands m Bilat Bishguri and the 9 taluks in Gird Chown, the 

^ C4rri * d on ’ and ®ko to certain patches of ftosland 
not previously dealt with in jhe course of the operations connected With ti» 
general resettlement of the State, but which have now been taken up by the 

whic^s I decided 26. 3 appeals only remained pending. **pOi*», , ( 

W-Babu Nil Santa Chatter. 















the veer. Th«P* W ho ease (if importance deserving special mention. Baba 
Nil Kants Chatteqee it a good lawyer, from whom I can always derive valuable 

assistance in matters m which the State is interested. ' 

84. Ifexarvt Dopartment.—The revenue work done bv the Nemrut Denart> 


14. _ Nexarvt Dtparfment.~->Th& re venae work done by the Nezarat Depart- 
dnnng the last two years is shewn in the table given below:— 





I, OSS | 8,788 16,889 34,186 18,883 S 7,SOS 

4,388 16,649 86,144 18,9(8 0 7,499 


M. It wiH be seen that die number ot processes served free of cost rose from 
3052 to 4263. The increase was due chiefly to increase in the number of Istahars 
for the settlement of Syrat Mehals issued daring the year. A decraue of 5*8 
is observable under prooesses for the recovery of arrears of revenue, thopeoh 
fees for which remained to be realised. This small decrrese appears to have been* 
more than made up by the increase in die number of processes for which the 
fees were actually realised. The total number of processes served during t£e 
year was 26,144 against 24,156 of the previous year sod the earnings amounted 
to Bs. 13,9 j 8 against Rs. 12,862*8. Deducting from the shove figure of 
Rs. 13,95?'the expenditure of -Bs- 7,492 incurred miring die year, the net gun 
to the State amounted to It* 6,466, which exceeded that for the previous year by 
R* 896-8. Besides the net monetary gain shown above, the State got much 
miscellaneous work dime by the Nezarut the value of which is not shewn in the 
returns. 


86. - Your Highness was pleased, on the recommendation jointly made by the 
Civil and Sessions Judge and myself, to grant an increase of Re. 1 to the pay of 
the peons alt round and to sanction die proposal of designating the good-peons 
as Buxis, their pay being at the same time nosed from Rs. 7 to B«. 10 each. The 
increase in the price of food-grains made it necessary to grant the above increases. 
For the same reason increases have been also given to mohurera in the different 
departments. The case of the Nub Nazirs stul remains to be considered. 

87. Baba GuruGobind Gutaa Naur, who commenced service daring dm 
reign of Maharajah Narendra Narayan Bhup Bahadur, is still fit for active work. 
Your Highness has therefore been pleased to grant him further extension of 
service. Be has been discharging his duties satisfactorily. 

88. Communication Improvement Ceu .—The collections on account of the 
Commu n i c ation Improvement Cess fig the last two years are shewn in the follow¬ 
ing table:— ' 

Tmb. • 





1896-97. 

1897-98. 

(Ourtmt 


...» 

fcttS 0 0 

1,968 0 0 

DttSnC {4nnr 


•«W "; 

646 .0 0 

77* 0 0 

V • (Total 



3,4*8 0 0 

3,796 0 0 

OoBsctiau 


♦M, 

1,784 0 0 

1,816 0 0 

Bssutaitas 

• *« 

- ••• 


148 0 0 

Bihstat ... ■ 

••• 

Ml 

778 0 0 

776 0 0 

fid! til OHMS ... 


. s#4 

8 10 6 

9 0 0 


8 9 ' Owfanr to increase in the arrear demand the total demand rose from 
Bs. 2,498 in 1896-97 to Rs. 2,726 in the year of report. The collections amoun¬ 
ted to B*. 1,815 against Sa. 1,784, shewing an increase of Rs. 81. Bs. 145 was 
written off with the sanction of lour HiAaeasand the balance which remained 
.due at thedose of the year amounted to Bs. 7/5. The subject of exempting 
the Paoehagrami Btoahuins from the payment of cess is still under coriderstiifo. 


2 











40. Muoettanms Work.—Tin comparative table given beltiir shewAthe 
miscellaneous work done during the last two years;—_ • _ 


Tils. ' 

Ho. at potitlflni 

*m if*.. 

Vo. of nportio 
on whloh order* 
wtft pound. 

Ha of 
BobokuiM 
coooOdod. 

Ho. of notaoai 
•nd othor 

Mrwaiuiokr 

bond. 

1 

▼ala. tf MnvimU. 



n 

' ! 


m 


B*. AP. 

1896-97 

• •• 

98,878 

10,473 

1,459 


11,097 

15,757 18 « 

1897-98 

• M 

96,787 

10,019 

1.294 

^3 

11,765 

14,545 11 9 


41. There was a large increase in the number of petitions ^hich was due 
to increase in cases for recovery of arrears of revenue. Theaecrease in the 
number of reports is Bmall and it calls for no remarks. The falling off under 
the head of Robocaries was more than made up by the increase in the numoer 
of English letters issued. A very large number of cases for mutation of names 
was instituted during 1896-97 ; this accounts for the large increase in'the value 
of stamps sold that year. r 

42. In consideration of the great rise in the price of food-grains Your 

Highness has already been pleased to revise, with effect from the current year, 
the scale of pay of the Mohuren of the different departments. They have been 
divided into 8 grades, the maximum pay of those of the first grade being fixed 
at Rs. 80 ; the maximum salaries of the 2nd and the 3rd grade Mohurers are 
to be Rs. 25 and Rs. 20 respectively. Most of the Mohurers have got increases 
by the above gradation. The question of raising the pay of some of the Ami— 
under whom the Mohurers have to work is also under consideration. Most of 
our Mohurers have to work very hard and they fully deserve the kindness shewn 
to them. I am glad the appointment of an additional clerk for the Toofanguni 
Sub-divisional Office has also been sanctioned. ' 


48. Crops and condition of people —In November 1896 I prepared for the 
Council a repfirt showing roughly the quantities of cultivated land of different 
sorts. Exclusive of tobacco land the quantity of cultivated land may be taken 
in round numbers to be about 14 lacs of Bighas, of which Biti i, or the early 
nee, is grewn in^ordmary years in 4,29,000 Bighas, Haimanti, or the 
tate rice, ta 7,97,000 Bighas and jute, mustard-seed, Cheena, Kaon and 
other crops in the remaining 1,74,000 Bighas. When in the previous year 
foe ryots saw how scarce nee was, owing to the failure of Haimanti, 
and suffered great distress in consequence tfey betook themselves to the 
cuttivation of Bitri, theena, Kaon, wheat and barley. The area und<? Bitri 
cultivation was largely extended everywhere; in some places it was believS to be 

i!&Tnrf.a 8 fi 5 * 44 i. f — ? re M 0U8 year » wa “ ver y conveniently distri- 
buted. The fal of 1 86 inches in April moistened the soil and fiu-i'litotad th* 

growth ofthe crop and though the showers of May which amlimed 
inches, impeded to a certain extent fhe weeding nf wuouniea to a* 

inches respectively; the craps gwwn in low lands was Jightfv dwL^d sSm! ? 
little damage was also done by the disturbance of the s^TTL 
by the earthquake ofthe 12th June. But notwithsT in^ *5?; 

ed people no longer cared “ th f W*- 

* . f “ n P ortea nce » aB ® pncea went down. ' 














f • v:i 

tbere wee saaaotublsrainand this late crop was grown in mnny Bitri fielde. 

avera fe« was reaped, while in other* it wof 
H , R. 00 ®* , R the whole the yield may be estimated at IS annas. Owing 

to late raans tobacco waafote. The showers in Janaary and February fevorrf 
ltogrowta ycry much ana the out-turn was 13 annas. The yield of mustard-seed 
®t i annas and that of Cheena, Eaoo, wheat and .barley 


46. The distress caused b\ the failure of crops in 1896-97 continued to 
increase till the reaping of the Bitri harvest Daring the early months of the 
jfiar ot report people had to depend to a great extent on imported rice and prices 
were very nigh. Persons who owned no land and conld obtain no loans suffered 
most, and 1 brought ' their miserable condition to. the notice of the Council. 
The Fousdaiy Ahilkar, who was the Famine Officer, also submitted a report on 
subject on 8th May 1897. The following quotation from this report 
shows how matters stood just after the commencement erf t hy year, 

“It is no doubt diffioait to find oat cues of actual distress without the cranial teat of 
earth-work. But so far as I have hitherto been able to gather from enquiries by me 
personally, by foe Superintendent of Police, the Bub-divisional officers, and the Inspector «f 
Schools; as well as From the statistics collected by the last named officer and the Supermteiv 
dent of Police and also from a conference held with the above mentioned officers on toe 3rd 
instant, I am inclined to believe that mpny people have by this time so completely exhausted 
their resources that they find it difficult to procure even one meal a day. us landless 
classes, toe destitute widows and the sick and invalid farmers with toeir familiM for inpW* 
are in great distress. Tbe Sub-divisional officers urge that something should bo dona to 
help as many as possible of these persons. They represent that they are being daily pramtH 
for relief by the distressed persons within their respective jurisdictions, who, but for their 
persuasion, would have by this time come up to town and diroetly bagged for relief from the 
authorities. Although there is no immediate apprehension of death from starvation, it is a 
fact that a large number of the people are getting enfeebled for want of sufficient and proper 
food, and may ultimately be reduced to qute a helpless condition. This is a state of 
things which I beg to submit sbonld be provided against if possible. The number of persons 
requiring relief in a more or less degree is pretty luge, Bnt I would not propose to give 
relief to every person who is to need unless the case be one of extreme destitution. On 
this principle I roughly estimate that the number of persons requiring immediate relief all 
over the State, is afoot 6300 namely i— 

Sadder ... ... ... ... ... £500 

Toofongunj ... ... ... ... ... 1,000 

Binhat* ... ... ... ... ... 2,000 

... ... 1,200 

... 800 


Mothabhang* 

Mekligunj 


6,500 


It will be noticed that although the number i* apparently large it is * very small fraction 
of the 6 loos inhabiting the State,'' 

46. Your Highness considered the matter fully and was graciously pleased 
to sonetionthe grant of Rs. 16,000 for gratuitous relief and to also order teat 
works to be opened where naoesaary, if it was found that the paople were willing 
to do**earth-work. With the approval of Your Highness public subscriptions 
were invited and so large a sam *e Rs. 6,829. woe collected. The relief opera¬ 
tions store commenced on the 16th May 1897 and parried on for 43 days. The 
Famine Officer submitted a foil report to the Council through the Superintendent 
of the State which wee published in the Gegette; 1 shall not therefore give any 
further details here. :1s;? 


le the people were maring through the worst time as stated above, 
there came the terrible earth-quake of tine 18th June 1897, which paralysed them 
for s fow day*. Terror was added to distress. But the Bitri became jit,for 
being reaped ill the same. It tempted the ryots to work, and they soon busied 
thafewelvda in bringing the harvest home. All distress soon disappeared; there 
was on mpre wont of food in the interior and the prices came down in towns. 
The;-prior of co mmo n rioe rose to Rs. *-8 in the beginning of the yeSrj 
after 1 ffike harvesting-*of the crop the price of Bitri rice come down to Rs. 2-lE 
Of rioe did ®t foil below Rs. 4-8 before the month qr 
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January. When afterwards a good harvest of Haimanti was reaped ell signs 
of distress disappeared. The price of Haimanti rice never became lower than 
Rs. 3; this price ruled for a few days only. As the year closed the rate was 
Rs* 3-8, , 

48. There was a falling off in the price of jute which varied from Rs. 2-8 
to Rs. 4-12. The tobacco trade also continued dull and the Naib Ahilkar of 
Mathabhanga, in whose Sub-division extensive business is carried on in this article 
reports that some firms at the Calicagunj bunder were going to be dosed and 
others have suffered heavy losses. The highest price at which tobacco was sold 
at Mathabhanga and Dinhata was Rs. 8 and the lowest Rs. 3. The price of 
mustard-seed ranged from Rs. 3 to Rs. 4-8 and that of mustard oil was Rs. 18. 
Cheena, Kaon and wheat were generally sold at Rs. 2 a maund. 

49. At one time I thought that the people would require a long tune to 
recover from the effects of the distress caused by the failure of crojwin 1896-97, but 
it appears they .were not really so badly off as we imagined, afany of them no 
doubt incurred debts which they have not yet been able to fully repay. But 
generally speaking they are not so deeply involved at present. The result of 
revenue collections shows that they had the power to satisfy their liabilities not¬ 
withstanding the low prices of tobacco and jute. They had large quantities of 
surplus rice and portions of these they could sell at high prices; this circumstance 
was no doubt very much in their favor. 

60. The great earth-quake disturbed the level of the country in many 
places and injuriously affected the drainage. We feared that the State would be 
more water-logged than ordinarily and there would be an increase of fever. 
But here also there was a surprise. The health of the people was generally good 
throughout the year. There were some cases of cholera in the town and in a few 
other places, but this was not so very serious. 

51. The earth-quake made most of the wells in the State unfit for use. 
There was not water in many Beels also owing to the upheaval of their beds. 
For these reasons there was great want of drinking water both for men and for 
cattle. Great apprehensions were entertained on this account. We tried to sink 
pipe wells and to cleanse and deepen public pucca wells. But still much incon¬ 
venience was frit during the year. 

, ru ^?,°(*be Council to the effect that no sort of contract can 

be he* to be valid if entered only in a Khata has proved beneficial. It 
has discouraged to a great extent all Moolee transactions in which ryots take 
advances of money agreeing to give specific quantities of produce at low rates. 

■ lhese transactions often brought ruin to many people. 

TU 5 v u ;/S h<W ‘7? he ° L ni 7 c L a8eB re P° rted those from Mathabhanga. 

^“^ar Bt . ate ® tllat the number of persons who left his Sub-division 

He f D n ar8 “ 200, and that of P erB0DB who returned to the State 88. 

He remarks as follows in connection with this subject. 

te ® narB nn ^ er illusory hope that they would find a Wtar 


JR ^ <*• 


,h«. j h e “ ** 

■rf “•P^ ted . a11 % Sub-divisional offices as also the 


dibari to sehhow the * T “ e ol<1 ™“ «»«*, and also at FoOB-l 

was called to Darjeeling to attend the ^ ow ” d 1 ‘ *“6 <*f August 

with the oinect of considering <rf the Council convenecfthail 

j consiaenng certain important questions before Tour 
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departure for the Afghan frontier. I had also to attend meefinga of the Council 
in Calcutta in December, The total period during which I was absent from the 
Head-quarter* on State work waa 65 days. \ 

56. ' The number of days during which each Naib Ahilkar and Sub-Xaiib 
Ahilkar waa out on tour ia shewn in the following table 

Baba Go pel Chandra Obatterjee, u Offs. Maleotchery 

Naib Ahilkar ... „. ... ... 21 days. 

,, Baj Krishna Das, as Malcntchery Naib Ahilkar ... ;?■ 3 „ 

„ Harendra Narain Chowdhnry, as Naib Ahilkar of 

Toofanganj ■ Ml Ml ■' 14 „ 

„ Bama Charan Neogy, as Naib Ahilkar Toofangunjl 

2 days. >... 24 „ 

Do. as Sub-Naib Ahilkar Tufangnni 22 days) 

„ Padma Nath Das, as Naib Ahilkar, Mekluranj ... 58 „ 

„ Asha tosh Ghosh, as Naib Ahilkar, Mathahhanga ... 57 „ 

„ Jagadballav Biswas, as Offg. Naib Ahilkar, Maths-1 . 

bhanga ... ... ... 3days>... 39 „ 

Do. as Sub-Naib Ahilkar, Mathabhanga ... 36 days J 
„ Hari Nath Bose, as Naib Ahilkar Dinhata ... ... 72 „ 

,, Pramatha Nath Chatterjee, as Snb-Naib Ahilkar, 

Malontohery ••• ••• ••• * sis 65 „ 

„ Rajani Kanta Bhowmick, as Sab-Naih Ahilkar Dinhata ... 35 „ 

„ Sorendra Nath Chuckerbntty, as Bnb-Naib Ahilkar Dinhata , 2 „ , 

57. Babu Hari Nath Bose remained out for the longest period and did much 
useful work in Sub-division Dinhata. Many parts of that Sub-division haq 
suffered owing to the earth-quake; he visited all these parts. I was glad Babq 
Pramatha Nath Chatterjee was on tour for 65 days ; he could thus gain mucn 
local experience. The tours performed by Babus Padma Nath DaB and Ashutosp 
Ghosh fell sort of the prescribed period by 2 and 3 days respectively. They visited 
all important placet in their Sub-divisions. Baba Harendra Narain Chowdhury 
had to be constantly away from hie head-quarters on settlement work and could 
therefore be out in connection with sub-divisional work for 14 days only. Babu 
Bama Charan Neogi’s position was peculiar, as he had to remain in charge of the 
sub-treasury even during the greater portion of the time Babu Harendra Narain 
Chowdhuri was the sub-divisional officer of Toofangunj; bat still I think he should 
have remained out for a period longer than 24 days. 1 trust he will visit all parts 
of his sub-division during the next cold weather. Babu Gopal Chandra Chatter* 
jee could go out for 21 days even while he was in charge of Hie Treasury. 


58. Estate a under the management of the Malcutchery .—On the representation 
of Chandramani Debya, widow of the late Kasi Kanta Talukdar, a separate Mana¬ 
ger waa appointed for the estate owned by her and Hie office removed to her 
Souse ; the General Manager was therefore relieved of the charge of this estate. 
Chi the other hand the estate of minor Narendra Nath Chuckerbntty, son of the 
late Sarba Nath Chuckerbntty of Takagach. was taken charge of by the Court of 
Wards and {ilaeed under his supervision. The total number of estates under the 
supervision of the Genersl Manager thus continued to be 10. The most im- 
portarfkof these was the one owned by Kuladip Narayan Sing and Lakbi 
Kumari. The result of management of this estate for the last 2 years is compared 
in the following table 

' ’ • ' Tan 


Current demand of fJUte reveeue end ol! rent due to euperior Uad-lordi 
Anew demead of rent due to the eetete 
Current demand ot rent due to the eetate 

;faatooUectione at the eetate Hl eee • *** 

MieeeUuifOiu receipt* ... 

Knpeaaee of management 
;; Diebnnemeate oo other aoooaata ... 

Total iaoeetmente of the eetete (other than land) - \ 7 . .••• 

Calk la hand • • .* * ■ •». 

Sataaeathaaattte. "... 

Percentage of oaUeotiaaaoo earned daaeaad 


1896-87 

85,844 

87,010 

38,641 

87,648 

20,847 

2,684 

88,788 

11,284 

470 

30*1 

IN 


' 1897-28 

28,840 


38,867 
41,896 
80,188 
2,982 
67,268 
6,124 
A *** 
*,«# 
W* 






V. ) 

5$. Owing chiefly to resettlement of jotes in Gird Cbowrahsnd of Bilat 
Bishgorl in GW Shandara the curreht demand of State revenue and of rent dne 
to superior land-lords rose from Ks. 25,844 in 1896-97 to Ra. 25,040 in the year 
of report. For the same reason there was an increase of Rs. 1,326 m the current 
demand of rent due to the estate, which together with the swear demand for tfeo 
year amounted to Rs. 78,349 against Rs. 75,651 of the previous year, of which 
Rs. 44,896 against jis. 37,649 was collected. The collections exceeded the 
current demand 4'8 per cent. This was satisfactory. Owing to increase in 
collections there was an increase in the fees deducted for expenses of management. 
The disbursements on other accounts, amounting to Be. 67,26>3, are specifies 
below:— 


State Teranoe and rent due to inperior land-lord*. 

Lawc&argea ... 

Loena granted ... 

Adranoai granted to Tahaildare and other* lor law charge* SO. 
Repayment of depotite ... ... ... ... ... 

Allowance* to propritgora and maintenance of home* kc. ... 
Maintenance of Thakuro... 

So. ol Kamat*... 

IHaodluaou ... . 


Total 


a*. 

MSN 

6,(01 

MM 

18,542 

US 

m 

1,148 

67,268 


• 60. As stated in my last report the estate is now in a solvent condition. 
The proprietors Kuladip Narayan Sing and Lakhi Kum&ri were asked to take 
charge of it. The former had been engaged in protracted litigation in his native 
village in the District of Balia and had incurred debts to the extent of more than 
Rs. 30,000. He prayed that the management of the estate might be retained by 
the Court of Wards, as now, and arrangement made by the Court for the payment 
of his debtB. Lakhi Kumari, while agreeing to the retention of the estate by the 
Court, did not consent to the repayment of JCuladip’s debts with the profit for her 
share of the estate. There was therefore a quarrel between them which, happily 
for the good of the estate, I was able to settle after a good deal of discussion. 
In matters of succession and inheritance the family is guided by the Mitakhara 
law. The late Resaldar Biawes war Nath Sing having died without leaving 
a legitimate male issue, the entire property devolved on his nephew (brother’s son) 
Kuladip Narayan, who, however, executed an agreement by which he gave up a 
half share of the properties in Cooch Behar to Bisweswar Nath’s widow Lakhi 
Kumari to be enjoyed by her during her life. The profits of the estate have 
hitherto gone to the payment of debts incurred in this'State daring the time 
of Bisweswar Nath Singh. Kuladip never objected to this arrangement. The 
aunt was anxious to retire to Benares and to spend the surplus p rofifi 
for her share in works of public utility; the nephew wanted to have ...hie 
debts in Balia paid off. Lakhi Kumari at length agreed to have f-Mg t debts 
paid off with the surplus profits of the whole estate; Kuladip at the fi«na 
consented to have some work of public utility dene in Bisweswar Nath Stag's 
name. The estate was to remain in the charge of the Court of Ward* and the 
lady was to retire to Benares, her allowance being raised to Rs. 100. T her e 
were some other conditions of minor importance on each side. I encouraged 
them to settle matters amicably in the above manner, as there waa no oamr 
means of'saving this old house, in the welfare of which Your Hinhheas was 
interested Lakhi Kumari has since gone to Benares. Kuladip came to Cooch 

Jf." IS ?Zn“wv ^““tatioM regarding hismomSIy^mbarients. 

he had taken nothin? before for hi* maintenance from the of the 


estate, Rs 
and to meet 
for his share, 
than in the previous year. 
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®l-, Th« detail* of management of the remaining nine Estates under the 
supervision of the General Manager are shewn below - 



IiUte cMbtMeb Buxi 
Do. IMmMr Bn 


TnbaMr Bn 
KnlnumensBiU ... 
Acliar lUhvnui ind 
Tnlnaddin Abmsd. 
Dbirendr* N.th Du... 
CauuBni Dflbji 
Byama Ohmi Hiaha- 
bla. 

Swunanorl Dura ... 
Marehdra Nath CUbty. 


1*448 14,273 

1^00 MM 

6,587 4,728 

6,808 8,817 

1.828 883 

1.286 7,428 

2.828 6,614 

2441 4,880 

*78 2,-48 


7b. k 
18,870 18,885 
2,167 1,848 
7,528 5,815 
7,776 6,845 

1,888 1,848 
4.702 4,681 
1470 8,084 

8,467 8446 5,61 
1,143 1,048 34 



7488 1,811 

618 804 

44*0 ,«2 

8481 1448 

1,808 240 

772 618 

8,184 


«41 6406 178 

124 


62. Owing to diluvion and relinquishment of undertenures the current 
demand of rent came down in the cases of the margin* 

Si! *«■*°f *«»s»«*>- 

(8.) Ditto ot Aiimr Rahaman. In g “"i® «M, excepting those belonging to Dhirendra 
(4.) Ditto of UmunojiDebja. Nath Das and Swarnamoyi Dasya, the collections 

_ fell short of the current demand in all the Estates. 

The felling off is attributed to the distress which prevailed amongst the ryots 
in the beginning of the year Rnd also to the dullness of the tobacco market. 
Kemiasions were granted to some of these Estates with the object of affoiding 
relief to the undertenants. Remissions were also granted to the Estates of 
Shnran Charan Hishabia, Swarnamoyi Dasya and Premada Ranjan Buxi, which 
were before under the supervision of the Naib Ahilk&r of Dinhata, in considera¬ 
tion of the losses sustained by them owing to the defalcations committed by Shajwal 
Ram Chandra (Jhuckerbntty. A considerable portion of the arrear demand of rents 
shewn as due to the several estates are irrecoverable and will have to be written 
off. The estate of the late Babu Rati Deb Ruxi was taken charge of by the 

Pranas* raf _.‘11 1 M A I_L!_ la._«. 


could be gradually restored. Babu Rati Deb left several sons. The youngest 
Baaanta Kumar, who was an Aide-de-camp to Your Highness, met with a sad death 
on the day of the great earth-quake. The only surviving sons are Babus Prosanna 
Kumar Deb and Sarat Kumar Deb. They are both grown up young men. I 
have not yet thought it safe to make over charge of their estate to them, but the 
thing must be done. The condition of the estate of Swarnamoyi Dasya is also 
solvent now and its charge can be given up. Mosiruddin Ahmed of Nalangibari, 
who "ba^al ways been of indifferenwhealth, died during the year leaving behind 
him a girl of S mooths, named Maeirunnena Jitbi, who is now the sole proprietress 
of his estate. JTarendro Nath Chuckerbutty is an intelligent boy of Takagach. 
1 have gut. him admitted into the Jenkins' School and placed him in the Boarding 
Institution under the oare of the tutor there. 

68. Babu Kali Kumar Chattmjee, Qeneral Manager, continued to discharge 
Ms duties satisfactorily. 

61 The result of management of the estate of Babu Premoda Ranjan Buxi 

..j n_i_i__:__ 
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68. Owing to acquisition of ceftain now holdings if 

State revenueand of rent due to superior land-lords roaafromR^l^Mj 
18M-W to Ka. 14,657 in the year of report Some underrcnurrs had^however 
to be given up and there was a decrease of Rs. 66 m the current dwand of 
due to the estate. There was also a decrease of Rs.. 1,058 in the rent coUf®®®®? 
aa compared with those of the previous year; and of Rs. 973 as compared with the, 
currentdemand. This is unsatisfactory; it la attributed to thefjSSSm s'dTE 
amongst the Tehrildars in Mathabhanga and Diuhata and the duUnesa of the 
tobacco market. The debts on the estate are Shewn to be Rs. 7,583. 1M 
proprietors have got properties in British Districts; these are not under the 
management of the Court of Wards. The debts referred to above *”1."”?” ®f 
revenue due to the State ,wbieh are being gradually recovered and they t ^ 
include loans contracted by the former proprietor, which^ amount to 13,188. 
Babu Premoda Ranjan BuXi himself has been appointed Manager, 1 am glad He 
is most sexiotis^to learn work and to pay off all his debts. We havebeen trying 
for same time to Bave this old house from ruin.. 

M As stated ib my last report the estate of the'late Kasi Kanta Talukdar 
devolved'under the terms of his will on his widow Chandramani Debya on the 
dfeath of h» grandson Kamakhya Charan Talukdar. Thiring the year under 
report Chandramani adopted a boy who was named Nalini Kanta Talukdar; he 
i(i now 9 yens 7 months old. The particulars connected with the management 
of this estate are raven are the following table:— 

Yam. 



. > 

1896-97 

1897-98 

18,198 

18,969 

16,834 

16,715 

95,619 

35,389 

22.759 

25,984 

10,071 

18,412 

88,686 

86,486 

89,626 

41,595 

826 

422 

8,288 

8,148 


Current demand of Stilts revenue and of rent doe to superior 
land-lord* 

Arrear demand of rent due- to tbe estate 
Current demand of rent doe to the estate 
Sent collections ... ... 

Miscellaneous receipts... 

Disbursements. 

Investments of the estate (other thsn lsnd) 

Debts on the estate ... 

Cash in band 

67. It will be seen that owing to new settlements concluded in Girds 

Chowrah and Shandara there was an increase of Rs. 141 in the current demand 
of State revenue &c. The current demand of rent due to the estate however 
decreased by Rs. 280 owing to diluvion and relinquishment of Jotes and also to 
wectment of some of the defaulting undertenures. The collections amounted to 
Rs. 85,984 against Rs. 22,759, shewing an increase of Rs. 8,225. They also 
exceeded the current demand by Rs. 745. The result was satisfactory. Owing: 
to recoveries of loans granted during previous years the miscellaneous receipts 
rose'from Rs. 10,071 in 1896-97 to Rs. 18,412 in the year of report In® 
increase in disbursements, amounting to Rs. 2,849, is chiefly due to increase in 
the amount remitted to Treasury and kept under General Deposit, and that in 
investments to grant of new loans during the year of report. ^ - 

68. Nalini Santa is reading, in the 9th class of the Jenkins’ School." I haw* 
appointed a private tutor for him. t 

69. Gftapaotep of Officers. —Babu Narendra Nath Sen, Assistant Civil Judge, 
worked under me with zeal and ability in connection’ with Bijni- matters ©p to 
the 9th June 1897; the suit instituted by Kumar Lalit Narain against Rani 
Abhayeswari was compromised. Babu Raj Krishna Das, Malcutohery Naib 
Ahilkar and Treasury Officer, acted as Assistant Givil Judge during the greater 
portion of the year. For the period he was- in the Revenue Department ho 
discharged his duties to my entire satisfaction. Babu Gopal Chandra (V«yjsw t 
who acted for Bkbu Raj Krishna in the Malcutohery, was not at first equally care* . 
fol in his work, but subsequently he exerted himself in putting things in order 
after the destruction of my oflfoe building by the earth-anake. and the result of » 
collection of revenue was very good. Thermal* of myl^TOdf4®Tufcn-‘ 
gunj Sub-divisional' office was not creditable to Babu Harendra Nanun Choodhuri ' 
durrng the last year also; I was the more sorry because he wiur an’ intelligent and 
painstaking offiaer. Babu Ashutosh Ghosh continued to have, th -'oom control 
over hit office at Matbabhanga and did- his work very satisfaetorilyTw) alwsf* 





took great in Wert intbs welfare of the [Mple in Us Sub-division. Babu Bari 
Hath Boas; though a junior offiosr, proveahnnself quite equal to the heavy work 
atDinhata; he worked with ability, visitsd all parte of hie Sub-division and 
gained amok nsefhl expefienoe. There has been improvement in the work done 
% Saba Padma Hath Dae. Sub-Haib Ahilkar Babu Bama Charan Heogi had 
really to remain in charge of Sbb-division Tufangunj during a considerable 
pdrteoa of the year. The Ccttdleil W<re hot pleaeed aim thl work done by him 
but he ie a hardworking officer and I trust >e will be toon able to ehow a good 
result. Both Babas pramatha Hath Chalterjee and JegadMlav Viewae are 
proving themselves to be intelligent and eatable officers; they have been lately 
appointed to act ae H*tb AhilteJs. 1 have able been pleased with die manner in 
which.Offg. Sub-Naib Ahilkar Babb Rajani Kanta Bhowinic has treen doing his 
work. My Head-Clerk continues to discharge his duty very satisfactorily, 



SE0T10H n.— SETTLEMENT. 

70. Bahu Harendra Narain Choudhuri remained in charge of the Settlement 
Department during the whole year. To enable him to pay sufficient attention 
to settlement work and to finish the draft of the Completion Report, he Was 
relieved of the charge of the Toofengunj Sub-division from the 8th February 
1888. He fell ill after die dose of the year and Babu Pramatha Hath Chattefiee, 
Sub-Haib Ahilkar, was appointed to act tor him from the 8th May last. The 
annual report haa been submitted by Babu Pramatha Hath. 

71. The large tracta of country, in which the settlement operations had 
to he carried on, were Bilat Bishguri and the country near Pofidifaari and Pat- 
lakhawa. Bilat Bishguri is the eastern portion ol Pergnnnab Toofangmij 
comprising 29 Talooks in which there are 506 Jotes. The country near Pun- 
dibari and Patlakhawa, with which we had to deal, comprises 9 Taluks included 
in Gird Chowra. There were besides Taluks Jari Dhurla Huddee in Pergunnah 
Dinhata scud Taluk Daikhata in Teldhar. 

72. In my last Annual Report I stated that the survey of BCfJ Jotes had 
been oompleted during 1896-97; 5 out of these were situated in Jari Dhurla 
Huddee and theremamg 301 in Bilat Biabgdtf. The Uttmber of Jotes in BHat 
Bisbguri, which mmainedto be surveyed, was 205; these Jotes were first taken up 
dnfing the last year. They contained 21,810 plots. After completing the survey 
hi Hunt Bishguri the pirty oame tO tbeTfflukiin Gird Chowra. 

. 78. In previous reports I stated wigr the original Battlement of the 9 Taluks 
in Girft-Cbowra had to be extended for 10 years in the same way as that of Bilat 
BMhgori. These taluks Were mostly made up of extensive chirrs left by the 
ih the coarse of the shifting of Recourse from, the east to the west; in many . 
plaoMthekmds were net fertile and the population was thin. After the first 
settlement several Jotes were given up and I experienced’ meat difficulty in 
resettling them. A new sonmy bad therefore tp be made m all the 9 Taluks. 
The settlement camp was jssched it Ptfndibari, whence Baba Harendra Marakt * 
supervised the Work. I visited the camp in March and was satisfied that the 
Work was being properly done. 1 Wis anxious ,to see that there waa no over- 
assessment; m that view I consulted with the Settlement Officer, as regards' the 
rittssifiert ion of the Takiks. The number of Jotes in the 9 talnks was 148; the 
stuntty Woik xnsttclfibem Wisfiaisbed before tl^ dose oftiieyeBr. 

*"’• ' .The mtmL 'ci Think' ISaikfcata Wis'lSo tken up brfoiwthe 

Mirdh; but it could U i be oompleted fill toward# the end of April. For At 1 
•ah* of oobvenieoee aa the nstvey work done hi' this takil i# Aewnintbi* 
anna#}'report 
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78, lie Survey work done during the last season is shewn below:— 



AM. Ko.ofjaMiat 

which lS%*»r- 


lilat liihguri 

t Taluki In Bird 
Chowrc 



70. The Partal work was finished in the 46 jotes in Bilat Bishguri, which, 
though surveyed, could not be visited by testing officers in 1896-97; it was also 
done in all the Jotes shewn in the above table as surveyed during the last 
season. t 

77. Terijes for all Jotedars and undertenants of Bilat Bishgun had to be 
prepared; their number was 1,388. 1 am glad 1,353 out of these were dis¬ 
tributed by the Settlement Officer; the remaining So were not taken on account of 
deaths of proprietors and other good reasons. A noteworthy feature is that only 
8 objections were filed. Babu Harendra Narain enquired into all these, but 
could not dispose of them. There were 262 Terijes for Jari Dhurla Nuddee out 
of which 243 were distributed; not a single objection as regards classification 
was filed. The Terijes for Daikhata and the 9 taluks of Gird Chowra remained 
to be written out on the 31 st March. 

78. The reshit of the resettlement of Bilat Bishguri and of Jari Dhurla 
Nuddee are given in the following statement:— 



Bilat Biihguri (Hal) 
Dito (Debattra) 

Total 

lari Dhurla Xoddoa 


Totalland. 

Old jama. 


68,7*7 9 10 

4,977 14 10 

13,106 10 > 

1,042 5 S 

73,076 4 0 

4,278 IS 14 

77,348 19 14 

14,147 IS S 

SII 4 1 

14,631 4 » 




7,034 8 9 

8,688 0 6 

827 10 S 

319 IS 9 

7,888 8 S 

8,957 14 « 

Sll S 9 

511 | S 


79. When I moved the Council to take up the subject of the resettlement 
of Bilat Bishguri 1 thought of the clearances which were bang rapidly -"Me in 
that quarter and of the many petitions for settlement which were coming in. Babne 
Raj Krishna Das and Harendra Narain Choudhuri, Naib Ahilkan, both dfwhom 
had considerable experience in the matter, went into foedetails and esthnatedthe 
amount of increase, which might be obtained, at Re. 8,840. The wue 

however a rough one and there were some mistakes in it; in adding up foe figwoe 
Rs. 1,000 was not taken into account and on the other hand some items were not 
oorreotly calculated. The oM ; jama of Rs. 14,147 far Mat Bishgun isdu&a 
Ra. 1,270, the jama for lands newly settled in the coarse of foe opemtioas 6hm 
before 1306 when the new settlement would come mtoiorae. Theism* for foeas 
newly settled lands at new rates is R«. 1,482; thU amount fon4 a cart of foe 
new jama of Rs. 21,105. If R* 1,278 and Ks. 1,482 he deducted from STqS «5 
i 8 , n * w *?*° fK *- 14 ^ 47 21,105 respectively, the balances are Rs, 12:871 

and Rs. 18,623; foe difference between these items, which is Rs. 0,752, the 
increaaa fioiamed from old Jotes. jftofoisbe added foe increase J rZ IA&3 
Mowed by^settlement of unassessed lands, foe td|nl increase for which the 
.lament Department can take credit ie found to be Rs. 8,284. A — 





























porfcion °f inaeaBeudae to Laik Patit lands having been brought under 
cultivation, and to tiba increase in the rate for Laik Patit land from 1 to 2 annas. 

i con J** ct, f n Y^h the subject of increase we are to remember that 
J®.!® 08 WgoM « wnd were kept Khaa for a reserve shooting forest under Your 
Highness special orders. There were petitions for the settlement of 4,462 Bighas 
out of the large quantity referred to above, and the increase expected was Re. 639. 
Other petitions for settlement were coming in when the order regarding the 
reserve forest was received. Besides the Khaa land in the reserve forest there 
are other unassessed lands in different Taluks. The greater portion of Taluk 
Buxirbos Putimari, which is one of the 9 Taluks in Gird Chowra, has also been 
reserved; the quantity of land which will remain excluded from settlement there 
is about 10,118 Bighas. 

81. It’will be seen that in Taluk Jari Dhurla Nuddee the jama has 

risen from Rs, 511 to Rs. 1,022. Here two patit lands had bee» brought under 
cultivation. ' 

82. At the time of the preparation of the statements for the settlement 

completion*report a list was mode of all lands supposed # to be capable of being 
leased out, but which had not been dealt with in the course of the resettlement 
operations. These included all assessable lands with the exception of (a) 
unsettled lands situated in Bilat Bishguri and the 9 Taluks in Gird Chowra 
which are being resettled, ( b » lands used for public purposes, (c) Khaa forestB 
and (d) new accretions. It was thought that with an establishment consisting 
of 6 Mappers and I Peshkar and costing Rs. 1,611 only, steps might be taken 
to resettle the lands in 3 months. KIibb and relinquished Jotes which were 
shewn in the registers in the sub-divisional offices were excluded from the 
proposal. The increase in revenue, which might be obtained by the settlement 
of the lands, was estimated at Us. 1,700. 1 laid the matter before Your High¬ 
ness in Council, and the proposal of concludes the settlements having met with 
your approval, the work was taken up by the Settlement Department in the 
middle of January lest. In the original list there were 654 items, out of 
which the papers for 128 had been sent before to Mathabhanga and Mekligunj. 
These 654 items had reference to 17,998 Bighas of land. After deducting 
the 128 items for Mathabhanga and Mekligunj there remained 526 items ; from 
these again 34 items for khaa jotes were deducted and there were 432 to he 
health with, to which were added 108 cases received from Bub-divisions. There 
was thus a total of 540 items with 11,602 Bighas of land, of which enquiries 
were completed regarding 295. As regards 129 items no steps could be taken 
as the lands had either been already settled by the Revenue Department or 
they had diluviated. Enquiries about 116 items remained pending at the close 
of the year. The quantity of land involved in the 295 cases enquired into 
was 5,898 Bighas and the total revenue assessed Rs. 2,038, which already 
exceeds the totid increase estimated before and referred to above by more than 
Rs. 800. Some more revenue is expected from the land in the remaining 116 
items of»tbe list. But a larger increase will really be obtained as I have made 
over to the Settlement Department the pending cases relating to settlement of 
new accretions. The great -earth-quake of June lfi97 dried up the beds of . 
seywklbeds } additional lands thus became fit for settlement. The work has 
therefore grown, in importance. On the whole an increase of more than 
Be. 3,500 u> expected- ■ ,' !V 

83 SPItere were 71 cases pending at the close of March 1897. The 
numW instituted during the year was 835 and that transferred from other 
courts 216. These made up a grand total of 621 cases, of which 176 cases 
were disposed of by Bahu Harendra Narain Chowdhnri and 445-cases remained 
pending at the dose of the year, Of the pending cases 386 appertained to 

settlement of patches of khas lauds ; tbese%were yistituted towards the 
end Jof the year. As won as the assessment paper of a piece of khaa land 
U resdy andlhe pape? w received from theTeshkar ^W&cs for^“ffement 
is iisiMMj it is then>at thq nutlrn is entered m the Settlement Officer a Gate 
Register. - 
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84 As stated in my last report Bilat Bishguri borders on the Zemindary 
otMh, rl. in Di.tri« “ d w “ 

A«tiM eastern boundary, and the Settlement Naib Ahilkar JJabu Harenar^ 
Narain Chowdhuri visited the disputed places when " ece ® 8ar J w ^ 
was made in accordance with the map prepared by 

Which adjoined the Zemindary of Ghurla ; and so far as Chotc^ Gooma w« 
concerned the boundary had to be fixed with reference to that map and also 
the Thakbust map prepared by Mr, O’Donel. The work appears to have been 

carefully done. ... , 

or The subioined table compares the amount of miscellaneous work 
done and the income derived from stamps by the Settlement Department during 
the last two years. 

f 

No. of petitions filed 
No. of report! made 
No. of PnrwanahB issued 
No. of Bobooaries rAorded 
No. of processes issued 
No. of papere received from other offices 
No. of statements filed 
No. of English letters issued 
No. of bills drawn 


1896-97. 

189f-98. 

129 

468 

180 

208 

54 

85 . 

28 

5« 

239 

1762 

195 

298 

239 

1482 

108 

162 

85 

124 

Bs. 457 8 7 

411 8 0 


Amount of stamp bkvenue 

OUTA1MXD 


Court-fee stamps „ 


85 0 0 


45 8 0 


86. It will be ovserved that except under the head of Perwanahs issued 
the work has increased in every respect. 

87. Babu Harendra Narain Chowdhuri was also engaged in compiling the 

settlement completion report. Some chapters were prepared and the drafts . 
shewn to me in September. As the various statements showing the result of 
settlement could not be got ready till November the work was delayed. The 
settlement office waslocated at the Sudder and Babu Harendra Narain, who was 
also the Sab-divisional officer of Toofangunge, had to come to the Sudder for 10 or 
12 days every month for supervising settlement work. >The collection of facts 
for the part on administrative history required reference to papers in the record- 
roomB at the Sudder. Ab Babu Harendra Narain had constantly to move between 
Fulbari and Cooeh Behar the continuity of the work was broken. It was unfortu¬ 
nate also that Babu Harendra Narain’s bad health prevented him from working 
as hard as he wished. In view of these circumstances and also that he might 
pay greater attention to the remaining settlement work, he Was relieved of the 
charge of the Toofangunge Sub-divisional office from the 7 th February last. He 
hoped to finish the work before the end of May, but he was laid up with '.severe 
illness and was obliged to take 3 months' privilege leave. * 

88. Baba Harendra Narain Chowduri is an able and experienced officer; 
his failure to give full satisfaction is due to bad health only. 1 was Anxious to 
see that a junior officer was trained up in settlement work. Sub-Naib Ahilkar 
Babu Pramatha Nath Chatterjee was therefore appointed to aet as Settlement 
officer; he is willing and intelligent and has already shewn aptitudefor the iyark, 
Munsbi Nasaruddin Peshcar continues to do good service; hir eminence has 
beep of the greatest use to, successive settlement officers. 
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MOTION ID.-XXOIfUE RXVTNUX. 

• ’ • 

89. In ray last report I stated that the excise collections for 1896-97, 
amounting to ns. 87,612-13-3, were higher than those for any previous year. 
The tote nee for that yeftr, however, failed atid when country spirit outstills and 
ganta and opium shops were settled by auction for 1897-98 the prices of food- 
graka were unusually high and there was distress amongst the people. The 
Abkars therefore offered reduced jamas and as a consequence the current demand 
oame down from fts. 87,300-13-3 in 1898-97 to Rs. 75,853-0-3 in the year of 
report. Together with an arrear demand of Rs. 494-7-6 the total demand 
amounted to Rs. 76,347-7-9, of which Rs. 76,135-14-3 was collected and 
Rs. 211-9-6 only remained due. No remission had to be granted during the 
year. . Urn details are Bhewn in the statement hereto appended. 

90. The following table compares the collections under each head for the 
last two yearsi- 1 - 


PASTICtJLABS. 


Collection* for 
1896-97- 


(Jollections for 
1897-98. 


Iocreow. 


Deereale. 


Revenue derived from country 

Rs. A P. 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. 

spirit 

License-fees for imported liquor 

81,168 8 0 

26,563 10 9 


shops 

288 0 0 

288 0 0 


Duty on Gunjs 

19,971 7 6 

18,876 12 8 


License-fees of Gunjs shops... 

16,278 2 6 

12,302 12 6 


Ditto on Opium shops 

8,682 11 6 

2,646 6 9 


Duty on Opium 

14,893 6 0 
1,982 1 0 

13,234 0 0 


Duly on imported spirits 

1,817 4 0 

.. 

Miscellaneous collections 

858 8 9 

847 0 0 


Total 

87,612 13 8 

76,135 14 8 



Rs. A. P. 
It,699 18 .8 


1,094 11 3 
12,910 6 0 
1,088 4 9 
1 ,659 6 0 
164 18 0 
11 8 9 


91 Country *ptnf.— it will De ooservea mat uum.^ “ , , r 

the collection,, under thread “r?!^ 9 ^ 


of the previous year, shewing a aecreiiae oi »■>. * --- - - 

decrease in the demand caused by the rise in the price of food-grams. The 
number of outstills continued the same as in the previous year, viz, 20- There 
distress amongst the lower classes during the early <**>£; 

and there was therefore decrease in consumption. It is reported that there 

no reduction iu the price of liquor. . . 

no Tmnorted spirit.— The number of bottles of European sprnt imported 

% 'JTT JLTi?S5 b. ihrt fte amber of Wto 

» rb.Vioa.vm. A portion of 

thXfSse majrbe attributed to distress amongstjhe^opk 

a» finnia —The consumption of Ganja fell from 68 mds. 28 srs. liens. 

in the previous yew to ^ tjjj nlumpwm and of . 

fees to the extent of Rs- 2,910-t. , g 24 chg . - m consump- 

94. °f Mm '-^fo s W ;V5?6Tfoe collection of duty and of Rs. 1,086-4-9 

of opiomBiagwi* •>» *• 

'“*^1jpL .11 «„h divisional officers with excise powers > 

k The querttoi of investe^w 3 officer the Nsib Am 

en under consideration. Beffldes 

t:_-c .-s- Vhets oowers at pres 


■ 
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motion. n.’-^xuavatr axd »xa» bxvbhum. 

or. The charge of the Treasury rested with Baba Gopal Chandra Chatteiji 
up to the 8th February and with Babu Rajkrishna Das dunng the renaming 
portion of the year. 

08. The opening balance for the year under report amount* to 
Rs. 8,39,354 and4e,cfosing balance to Rs. 9,87,744. The latter amount in¬ 
cluded Rs. 1,38,943 belonging to Government and 4U 2,84,363 on.wwmitot 
funds and deposits. The total receipts in the treasury amounted to «* 38^9,129 
against ft 80,08,413 of the previous year and the disbursements to 8a 37,40,789 
against ft 30,49,765. The Government Loan of 2 lacs for the extension of the 
Railway to Alipore was received during the year in 2 instalments; the amount was 
shewn under General Deposit and then transferred to Railway Loan; It had 
afterwards to be transferred to deposit in favor of the Manager, Eastern Bengal 
State Railway; ultimately it was credited to Government. The differeas transfer 
entries swelled the receipts and the disbursements., 1 here were increases On 
other accounts also. 

99. The following table compares tbechallans received and the bills paid as 
also the numbers of currency notes received and issued during the last 2 years. — 


’* 4 



ovnnn Horn buobivbd. 

LuRHKfcr Nona imosd. 

YEAR. 

Vo. of chmllans 
credit*). 

No. of bllla paid- 

No. 

▼aluo. 

No. 

Valoo. 

1896-97 

4,410 

8,84] 1 

16,538 

Rb. 

12,84,840 

16,443 

. B., 

12.74,085 

1897-98 

4,318 

10,665 

18,616 

14,86,410 

14,950 

14,70,625 


, ri . stamp* 
Service ... „ 

Telegraph 
Revenue „ 

foetal eervlea „ 

Total 


. Be. 18,597 10 
„ 8,276 3 

. „ 277 10 

. „ 267 0 

88 0 


„ 22,390 T 3 


1U0. There was a large increase in the number of bills paid. Payments on 

account of railway, schools &c., increased. 
Remittances on account of Government amount¬ 
ed to Rs. 6,46,000, of which Rs. 2,96,000 was 
paid to local merchants under otders received 
in the Treasury. The Treasury also sold 
, , , . ■ Government stamps worth Rs. 22,896-7-3 of 

the description noted in the margin*. 

j Blie y D tbe statement hereto appended the value of stamps of all 
K>rts sold during the year of report, amounted to Rs. 1,80,829-6-4, out of which 
Ks. 5,314-4-0 was paid as commission to vendors. The net amount credited in 

SlTlVE “S! ‘..“.ns-a-f, *Md. e*e«i.d tbu for tho pnviou. 


Judicial.Stamps... 
Documentary Stamps 
Court-fee Do. 

Copying-tee Do. 

Cartridge papers 
Miecellaneons 


Rs. A, 
94,386 8 
37,188 13 
35,938 8 
2,594 12 
826 14 
191 0 


Pi 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 


Rs. A. 
1,03,437 8 
29,069 0 
88,775 12 
2,830 13 
764 4 
637 12 


Total 


lb 
9,041 
••••* 
2,837 
236 

446 12 


A. 

0 

4 

1 


P. 

0 

0 

3 


Rs., A. P 


s,fait 

“wri 

•a...., 


6* 


2 4 


4,384 12 1 

of Rs. 9,041 under 


1,71,130 6 A 1,75,515 

, , 1 , ( f' Sl It wiUbe wen that there was an increase 
Judicial Stamps, Rs. 2,887 under Court-fee and R. 9*« a - - 
Sterops. These increases are/attribute! - to ;™!?. 86 - "1“ 00 RP n B* fe » 
civil and rent suits and of revenue cMes institetJTd^ “!i * e . 

' judicial officers of the Statetheyew. All the 

fecause the ryots got splendid lisMyartEfty- 

Bre “ v * ru “"“ >»“ *** 




*■ 


( tt ) 

m uch dfotregs. The Mshajans were more fousy m making recoveries than hi 
granting new loan*, and many people did not moreover stand in need of borrow¬ 
ing money afresh; the result was a large decrease in documentary stamps, 
•mounting to Re. 8,114. I have seen the annual report of the Registrar of 
Deeds; be has shewn a decrease of 436 deeds in the number registered, but we 
are to remember that there is always a very large number of deeds which are 
never brought to the Registry Office. I made enquiries fitrai some influential 
Mahajans ; they say they are not now as willing to lend monies to ryots as 
before, as difficulties are raised by the latter when attempts are made to effect 
recoveries. But I also think that many ryots are trying to become independent 
of the Mrhajans. 

1Q8. The amount for Your Highness’ personal expenses was raised from 
Rs. 4,06,000 to Rs. 4,56,000 ; out of this Rs. 1,50,000 was for the payment 
of outstanding.bllls and the remaining Re. .!,■ •■i, 11 "i for current expenses inclusive 
of Rs. 6,000 for the Palace grounds. In my last report I stated >that the balance 
due for old bills in the Treasury was Rs. 65,814 on the 81st March 1897, and 
that an examination of the accounts showed that there were further liabilities. 
The total qf all liabilities was taken to be 3 lacs, out of which Rs. 1,50,000 was 
provided in the budget for 1897-98 and the remainder*in that for the current 
year. During the year of report bills for Rs. 1,42,155-12-4 were received from 
the Private Secretary, the Knglisk bills amounting to Rs. 2,640-6-6 and the 
Indian bills to Rs. 1,39,515-5-10. The amount actually paid during the last 
year was Rs. 1,49,233-12-10 and the balance due on account of the old bills in 
the Treasury on the 31st March 1898 was Rs. 58,735-7-3. There are, however, 
English bills other than those received in the Treasury, and the amounts due to 
Benson were larger than those shewn in para 94 of my last annual report. 
I had a lonl interview with Mr. C. Plowden, the Private Secretary, and he said 
that the English bills amounted in all to £ 11,000 and that if we paid him a lac 
of Rupees from the Treasury during the present year, he would _try to adjust 
the whole account, as he expected to recover some monies due to Your Highness 
and also to effect some savings. He is now engaged in this work in England, 
i have said above that the balance due on account of old bills in the Treasury 
on the 81st March 1898 was Rs. 58,735-7-8; this includes radnies due for 
some English bills which Mr. Plowden will pay. There will also be some 
decrease on account of interest. The amount due for Indian bills in the Treasury 
is lis. 89,632-3-3; in fact the Treasury will have to deal directly with these bills 
only during the present year. It has recently under Your Highness orders 
paid Rs. 10,000 to Hamilton & Co. for a bill not included in the old list; tins 
amount will have to be added to the above amount of Rs. 39,685-3-8. 

104. It Mr. Plowden succeed to adjust the account for English bills the 
following items only, out of those shewn in para 94 of my last Annual Report, 
will remain to be dealt with next year:— 

Advance remitted to England ... 20,000 

• „ Old advances from Treasury ••• 14,305* 


108. All Benson's claims and the account overdrawn m England are 
included in the English bills with which the Private Secretary will deal. I he 
SatoWnbaa already been paid off and the Indian bills have been or will be 
dealt with by the Treasury. It will thus be seen that our position as regards 
old bills is rauoh better than it waa before. The advances,^ whidi will remain to 
be dealt with, are due to Your Highness yourself, and when they are adjust „ 
there will be a corresponding increase on the receipt side 

10t. We bare Resides paid off folly the balance due on account of the 
Government loan. 

107. Tire wnatant change of offlrers in the Trereuryi.re(h«^^t 

A new oftoer takes time to learn the details id. order, to be abie to cheok the 
Vork Bone by the assistants. There was an accumulation of 
obiec^astrtementaduring the time of Baba Goj»l Cjwfe 
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clever officer, and I am sure if he had continued m cbdrge of the Treanttyhi 
would have been able to clear np matters. Babu Raj Krishna Das* is intelligent 
and careful; he also possesses experience. He came to the Treasury for a wort 
time only. Baba Snidheswar Ghosh Accountant works liard, though hishflalth 
has not been good. Babn Basanta Kumar Roy, Treasurer* has been doing hie 
work satisfactorily. 


SECTION V.-OmOBS AT THE SAJBAHI. 


108 Babn Chandra Kamal Lahiry continued to hold change of the Duar 
office throughout the year. ‘ 

109. During the year under report the total amount disbursed by the 
Duar Muktear on account of allowances &c. was ft* 96,476 against Rs. 97,301 
of the previous year, shewing a decrease of Jta- 825 which was due Jo general 
savings. The amount expended in the Debutter Department was Rs. 81,946, 
which included Rs- 533 on account of expenses incurred by the Duar Muktear 
for the maintenance of the Kamateswari Thakurani at Gosanimari for the period 
we had to keep charge of the management of the Thakurban, after the con¬ 
fusion caused by the earth-quake of the 12th June. 

110. Her Most Gracious Majesty Victoria, Queen of Great Britain and 

Ireland and Empress of India, completed the sixtieth Year of her rei^n in 
June 1807. The Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty’s Reign was to be, celebrated 
si! over Her vast dominions, and Your Highness was anxious to suitably mark 
the occasion in your State. You were pleased to communicate the following 
orders to the Council in a letter addressed on the 6th June 1897:_ e 


rr^. 1 ;n'tl. I '«r > * n8lde J“ ,tio . 1 ! of ‘ he . h , ard , 8hip caused by the failure of the crops in 1896-97 to 
ryots in tbs State and in the Zenundaries a remission of a lakh of Rupees was to be granted. 

^ n * lit 8Wd ^ Nath Vidyabagieh was to be invested with the title of Mb - 

&SJft £t“ gm n ° f bW V * 8t eradia ° n 8ndofthe servlues rendered by him to 

■ i ® a * ras Chandra Mustafi and Monmohan Bnxi, two of the leading l«nri-nwn«.rc 

m the State, were to be granted the privilege of using Asha and Sota g ““ 

»>» b. r»«w » 

Sib. Si.t, Eigb,rfWltol» 

6th.- The following life allowances to be granted. 

. Dhanbor Mnrungia (in consideration of his old sge and poverty) ... Rs. 8 
Abal Nashya Fakir (a blind man) 

Abhawa Das (a leper) •" — » 3 

7th. The distinction of a seat at Dnrbar w.« */. a. . '. 

P^-«. io w«pit!on * tte of JrobIic "» tap Bate 

“■ A , rSTr i .i « f *•*»**»- ju. s , 


1 affUtwutoa 


St S£r-e?sw 

»fter the impress, viz, (be “ Victoria Ghat" and »«» to !» bm«e!d 

n. s*. tod JZZS#*****-* -i a SfaSSL 

observedas dose holidays all w SsWnmdft.*? 4 ?a ** 22nd Jnne - which were * b« 
Held on the list. na tne «nundanes. A Durbar was iRo th bs 


held on the 81st, 

111. While we were all busy in m. 
occurred on the 12th June the 7 


,i‘ h ® fle «»«7.Fe 
i earth-quake, wl 



TOVPB 

m. 
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Highness’ Palace Mid many of the public buildings. All people were terrified 
and the orders for the rejoicings bad to be countermanded. But the acta of bene¬ 
volence, referred'to above, were all done; only alms could not be distributed and 
the pucca gh&t could not be built. There were similar disappointments a other 
parts of Bengal. . 

11^* ■ Some time after the earth-quake Your Highnesswoffered your services 
to the British Government and asked for permission to join the force under 
General Yeatman-Biggs in the N. W. Frontier. The permission being obtained 
yon left Darjeeling bn the 30th August 1897 and Calcutta on the 1st Septem¬ 
ber; yon hastened to the frontier without stopping anywhere. Your Higlmoaa 
was on the General’s staff. Yon were present at the fights which took place on 
the Somalia range during September. General Yeatman-Biggs thanked you in 
his despatch describing the Kohat-Kurruip operations. Ton next joined the 
Tirah Expeditionary Force and marched towards the Sampagp. t he 

Second Division under General Yeatman-Biggs. You were ‘present at the 
taking of Dargai on the 20th October. You entered Tirah with the force. The 
dangers you had to pass through and the hardships you had to Buffer were many. 
General Sir William Lockhart acknowledged Your Highness’ services in his 
despatch and they were folly recognised by the Secretary of State. His Ex¬ 
cellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India wrote an autograph letter 
to you conveying the congratulations of Her Majesty the Queen-EmpresS. 
When the difficult work in the Tirah valley was nearly over you returned to 
Calcutta on the 18th November and, after a stay of a little more two 
months there, you were pleased to come to Cooch Behar on the 26th January 
1898. 

113. *Your Highness was the first Native Prince who had offered his 
services to the Suzerain power. Your people and officers were therefore proud, 
and they were very happy when they saw you return safe from the country of 
the treacherous Afridis, and they were anxious to accord you a hearty reception 
in yonr State. I had the honor of meeting you at Gitgldah where you 
entered your territory. Thousands of people were present on foe river bank 
to pay their respects. There were triumphal arches at different places. All foe 
railway stations were decorated and large numbers of people welcomed you 
everywhere. Hundreds of songs in your praise had been composed; they were 
sung by boys at different places as you passed. The Superintendent of the State 
and foe Civil and Sessions Judge received Your Highness at the Torsa Station, 
and you were received by the people in general on foe left bank of foe Torsa, 
where Shamianas and tents had been pitched. A large number of school boys 
stood on the high bank of the river with flags in their hands, and they sang a 
beautiful song composed by the Head Master of foe Jenkins’ School, as your 
decorated raft approached foe bank. The Bepoys, foe Police, the elephants, and 
fop maoe-bearere all stood in rows at different places. All foef officers and foe 
principal residents were in foe Durbar Shamiana. Out-side were, thousands of 
people all crying “ WT n fTlIWTl ’’ The right was very imposing and the 
reception very hearty. Addresses were presented and replies given. Maharaj- 
knmar Jitendra Narayan stood behind Your Highness’seat while all this was 
going on, and Mr. Henry, Iuapeotar-General of Police, Bengal, and Mrs. Henry 
were amhngst the visitors. Your Highness then came to the tin house kept 
reedy for you. The repairs to the north wing of the Palaoe were then going 
on. Iu foe afternoon there was distribution of alms and in foe evening there 
were iil 'ininations and fire-works. The officers gave an evening party to Your 
Htgbneaa on tlm 8th February in the Durbar Shamiana pitched on foe Parade 
groundp the eldest Maharajkumar Raj Rajendra Narayan and Maharajkpmar 
Jitendra Narayan were present at foe party. The principal land-holders and 
other residents gave a garden party in the Narendre Narayan Park on foe llth 
February. ‘ Yonr Highness waa very gracious tatieople at these parties and they 
*11 looked happy. 

lik Another important event was foe visit of the eldest Maharajkumir 
Rri Rajendra Narayan. He had gone to Eogland some time ago ar 1 got him* 
wlf admitted into foe Eton College. He made very satutsctory progress in hia 
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studies there. He came to Gooch Pehar on * abort visit. 


A formal reception 
‘ of 


given to him. Your Highness ordered that he was to 
inu and to have the following insignia:— 

receive a sa 

1 

Hone with D&nka 

... 

• ' 

• a. 

see 

1 

2 

Hone suitably oaprisoned ... 


... 

* ... 

1 

8 

Elephant suitably oaprisoned 


... 


1 

2 

4 

Sowan 


... 

... 

5 

Flag-bearers 


... 

• St 

2 

1 

6 

Gold Umbrella ... 


... 

• a# 

7 

Ditto Arani ... ' 

... 


... 

1 

8 

Peaoook-feather Punkba 

... 


■ M 

1 

9 

Murohal ... ... 



... 

1 

10 

Khaabardar 

... 



2 

11 

Bbapfa border — 

... 


..a 

2 

12 

Gold Bnllnms ... 

... 

... 

■••• 

2 

13 

Silver do. 


... 

... 

2 

14 

Gold Asha and »Sota 


... 

..a 

‘2 

15 

Silver ditto ... 


... 

... 

2 

16 

Silver Jhari 


... 

... 

1 

17 

Ditto Snraidhara 



... 

1 

18 

Gold Cbamar 


... 

..a 

1 

19 

Sepoys wife Havildar 

... 

... 

... 

16 

so 

Constables with Head constable 

... 

... 

..a 

8 


115. During the year under report 10,439 patients attended the Ayurvedic 
Dispensary against 10,923 of die previous year. There was thus a decrease of 
484 in the total number and of 2 in the average daily attendance. This was 
due to the general healthiness of the year. The total expenditure on account 
of the Dispensary amounted to Rs. 1,489. The want of a compounder continues 
to be much felt and 1 have received a reforence from the Duar Mukhtear on 
the subject 

116. SudhaPriys Ave, a lady belonging to the Andar of the late Kumar 
Baijendra Naravan, and Debendra Narayan, a son of the late Kumar Tqjendra 
Narayan, died during the year, 

117. Your Highness proceeded to Darjeeling on the 14th May 1897 in 
company with Her Highness the Maharani and returned to Gooch Behar on the 
8th June 1897. You again left this on the 23rd June and did not come kek 
until the 26th January 1898. Her Highness the Maharani paid a short visit to 
Cooch Behar in February last. 


118. The earth-quake of the 12th June destroyed tire Palace, and temporary 
arrangements had to be made for accommoda ting Your H ighnftm and the 
children. The Thakurbari in the Town of Cooch Behar was alsomuch damaged 
All ceremonies and periodical Puiahs were duly performed darina tire war 
The Rash festival was celebrated with the usual pomp. 

119. The Pooneah Durbar was held by Your Highness <m 

3rd May 1897. 7 * 00 




121. Babu Ghandra Kamsl Lahiry continues to 
satisfactorily. 
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MOTION VI.-KISOILLANEOUS. 

!S2. Benares, —Bobu Syama Charan Sannyal was *he State Agent in 
Benares throughout the year. He disbursed Rs. 15,361, against Re. 14,118 of 
the previous year, on account, of allowances of the ladies of the Palace residing 
there and of expenses of Thakurbarics. As the price of food-grains continued 
high during the first portion of the year an additional grant 3 of Rs. 644 was sanc¬ 
tioned for the expenses of the Chhatra ; the amount was met from the general 
savings of the Benares Budget. There were no casualties amongst the ladies of 
the Palace living in Benares, and all of them kept good health. Your Highness 
was pleased to make a free gift of the building, ordinarily known as the Debnath- 
pur house in Benares, to Babus Sitesh Chandra and Jadub Chandra Sannyal, boos 
of the late Dewan Nil Kama! Sannyal. 

123. Repair a to the Kamdkhya temf te. —In January 1895 an appeal for aid 
was received from some gentlemen of Gowhati, who had formed themselves into 
a committee, called the Kamakhya Temple Kepair Committee, with the object of 
raising the necessary funds and repairing the temples of the Kamakhya Thaku- 
rani as well as all the old temples in Assam. The Kamakhya temples are the 
oldest temples in Assam. Maharajah Nara Narayan, the second king of Cooch 
Behar, who is also known as Malla Narayan, after conquering Assam in 1562-63 
built them on the ruins of the first temple destroyed, like many other Hindu 
temples, by the Mahomedans. There are the main temple for the Kamakhya 
Devi and two Nat Mandirs, called the Pancharatna and the Naburatna, the whole 
enclosed by a brickwall. There is also another temple of Kali outside the walL 
In the Pancharatna there are the images of Maharajah Nara Narayan and his 
brother and commander-in-chief Shukladhwaja. These two images are highly 
respected and garlands are offered to them by all pilgrims who go to the Thakur- 
bari. Over the door-way of the Pancharatna there iB a silver plate, in which are 
engraven the following slokas containing the praises of the Maharajah and his 
brother and the year viz 1487 Shaka, in which the temples were constructed. 

WS1 ®1fC«ftSR|fNkWNl Sturatf*t sftfae* JtfPtl | 

atwtta fksti st* stars: wwi! wmvnssintcvt fawira tamst?*! i 

wbire fcnwtwi: CTlfhT^l xtfseit wrotai **r r s63l aVtrron i 

«ftt<m n'ststtst x-smm i” 

The Kamakhya Thakurani is maintained by the income, amounting to 
Be. 4,000, derived from grants of Debutter lands originally made, it is Baid, by 
the Maharajah and subsequently upheld by successive Governments. Flowers 
offered to the Thakurani iNirmalya) are regularly sent to the Cooch Behar 
Bajbari. In consideration of the fact that the temples were built by one of Your 
Highness’ ancestors and also of the archaeological interest which they possess, 
Your Highness was pleased to sanction the payment in two years of the entire 
cost of repairing them, which had been estimated at Rs. 3,200. The Council 
addressed the Administration of Assam on the subject, and the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner, of Kamrup was asked by the Chief-Commissioner to render such indirect 
assistance as was necessary. The payments were made through the Deputy 
Commissioner. The last instalment was paid during the year of report. It is 
hoped the,monetary aid given by Your Highness Will enable the Committee to 
save the temples from ruin. • 

124. - Bijni Estate. —The circumstances under which the protection of Your 
Highness, as the head of the family, was sought for by, and granted to, Kumar 
Lalit Naiiyan of Bijni, some time after the death of Rajah Kumud Narayan 
Bhnp, and a suit was instituted by the Kumar against Rani Abhayeswari for the 
declaration of his right to the Guddee, have been fully stated in separate reports 
•uhmitted to Your Highness. A repetition of these circutastances is not 
considered necessary in the report. The suit was compromised during the year 
of report. Tim principal terms agreed upon were:— • 

’ let. That the Kumar should renounce all claims to the Bijni Estate in 
favor of the Kern and that she in her turn should settle on him an allowance of 
Rs. 200 per month, which, ta the liquidation of her liabilities, would be raised 

to&ii#9,ud 
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2ndly. —That the R*ni would undertake to repay Kumar Ulit Narayan’. 
liabilities to the Cooch Rehar State to the extent of ft 70,000 jy an annnal 
instalment of Ss 10,000. . 

The necessary deeds were duly executed and registered. A decree 
was also obtained ^nst the Rani for Be. 36,605, being tte amount advanced 
to her by Your Highness. Under the terms of the decree the money was to be 
repaid with interest at 3 per cent per annum in 5 years. Babu harendra 
Nath Sen was in special charge of this work and all preliminaries regarding the 
compromise were settled by him under Your Highness sanction. He aiter- 
wards reverted to his substantive appointment in the State. 


125. Bunders .—Two new European firms opened business at the Haldibari 
Bunder during the year of report. Owing to briskness of the jute market there was 
a large increase in the quantity of jute brought to the Bunder, which accounts 

for the increase 1 from 68,265 in 1896-97 to 95,111 in the year of report in the 
number of jute carts, and from Rs. 8,533*2 to Rb. 11,888-14 in the collection 
of tolls levied on them. This was the highest, amount ever shown in our 
accounts. Though the trade was very brisk at first it became dull -afterwards 
and the price came down'. 


126. I visited Haldibari in February Inst and found that people, who had 
been anxious to take land on the south and open new places of business, were 
not coming forward. This was no doubt due to the state of the mnrket. Many 
Marwari Mahajans had large quantities of unsold jute in stock. On the whole 
however the place was growing. The Town Committee had not made much 
progress in any work when I went; only one road had been made. I pointed 
out to the Naib Ahilkar of Mekligunj, who was the Chairman, the necessity of 
being careful in-laying out. roads, in giving proper slopes to their sides and in 
cutting the side drains. The sides of the drains also should have slopes. The 
greatest attention should be paid to the improvement of the h&t ground. The 
Naib Ahilkar saw, that the assistance of a man who had some professional 
knowledge was necessary. There wub money in hand and 1 trust on the occa¬ 
sion of my nbxt visit I shall see many improvements. 


127. I was glad to see that as Chairman of the local Town Committee the 
Naib Ahilkar of Mathabhanga had been able to open some roads and make other 
improvements in his town. His estimate for metalling a road had not been 
properly prepared. The Superintendent of Works and l gave him snob 
advice as we could. He too stands in need of professional advice in important 
works, and I am sure such advice will be given whenever necessary. The Naib 
Ahilkar has recorded the following remarks as regards the tobacco trade at the 
Calicagunj Bunder during the year:— 


“ Tobacco forms the most important commodity of trade in this Sub-division, but unfor¬ 
tunately the dull market for the last 2 or 3 yeais considerably affected the commercial 
interests. Some firms belonging to the Shaha merchants at the Oalicagunj Bonder were 

r ' g to be closed, ethers suffered heavy losses. The price of tobacco ranged from Bs.‘t> to 
8 a maund. • 

. • 

The import of tobacoo into the Oalicagnnj Bunder was roughly estimated to be 60,000 
mauuds avaiust 64,500 mannds of the year prcoeding. Many firms oould not .extensively 

ft ™'°* FT' ThBlra P°rt trade of tobacco at the Calicagunj Blinder was worth 
about Bs. 4,20,000 at an average rate of Rg. 7 a maund.” 

Ihe Cutchery house at Mathabhanga was seriously damaged by the 
earth-quake; it has been since repaired. Steps have also been taken to repair 
the pucca school house. It was fortunate that wells in this town did not suffer 
much. 

M? en£ p hi 'n^u we r e ex P e ® ted at Chowrahat when the Rail wav line was 
opened. Messrs Belli Brothers and others took lease of lands. But ft* vet the** 
has not been much increase m the jute trade here. During my tour T Jeweded 
the following remarks in my diary on the condition of ‘ 

“ Rioe trade is not brisk as a splendid harvest has been mum* - « ■' - » A,_ i, 

no exportafaon; price of cowse rice is Bs. 144 and thTihrt^w J 

b L rwl “fi 41 * 0 fiih Noonkhowali are beine wld Th^tre^Jt vravt 
sble and other shops. Ground, on both ride, of the SRT* 
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flourishing condition. All the land on the three sides of the square to the west has been 
taken by Mahajans and two new shops are expected to be soon bnilt. Approaches to the hit 
ground on the east aide should be improved ; there should be 2 or 3 culverts. 

“The jute market has been dull ; the rate varies from Rs. 3-8 to R». 3-6. Messrs. 
Apoar 4 Co. have done the best business. They have sent down about 35,000 mauads of 
Jute to Osleutta and have got 15,000 maunds in hand. Hukum Ohand has got about 8,000 
mtandii and other Marwari Mahajans 5,000 maunds. Messrs. Ralli ’Brothers have vet done 
no business though they were very anxious to secure land. Mr. Jordon sent down 000 bales 
only and Khetu Ram Misser 2,500 maunds.” 

130. The Pucca Cutcbery house at Dinhata also was much damaged ; it 
has been repaired and is being occupied. Steps were taken to repair the pucca 
wells and to re-*xcavate the tank near the Thakurbari. 

131. Fairs. —Owing to decrease in the number of cattle brought for sale, 
there was a slight felling off from Rs. 971 in 1896-87 to Ks. 931 in the year of 
report in the collections at the Haldibari fair, which, as usual, wap held in Decem¬ 
ber. The total expenditure amounted to Rs. 353; there was thus a net gain of 
Ks. 878 to the State. The value of articles sold is estimated at a lac of rupees. 

132. The Dinhata fair was held in April. The total expenditure amounted 
to Rs. 312 nguinst Ks. 277 of the previous year and the receipts to Rs. 1,446 
against R6. 825. The net income thus amounted to Rs. 1,134. This satisfactory 
result was due to the exertions of, and the improved system of check introduced 
by, Babu Hari Nath Basil, Naib Ahilkar. The receipts at the Gadadhar fair 
amounted to Rs. 240 against Rs. 236 of the previous year and those at the 
Fulbari fair to Its. 145 against Rs. 116. 

133 Coach Bf.har Town. —The collections in the town amounted to 
Rs. 14,818 against Rs. 14,545 of the previous year. The increase is partly due 
to inclusion of certain lands situated on the north of the Maharani Road within 
town limits. The fright caused by the earth-quake prevented many people from 
bringing things for sale for some days. The outbreak of cholera also decreased 
the receipts. Had it not been for these reasons the collections of tax at the 
daily market would have been larger than they were. Delay having occurred in 
opening the Railway liue to the town no shops and places of business have yet 
been opened near the Cooch Behar Station. The town suffered much from the 
earth-quake; most of the pucca buildings including the Palace, of which we were 
naturally proud, were seriously damaged. The roads sunk in places. 

134 Disputes relating to the boundary betioeen the State of Cooch Behar and 

the District ofJalpaiguri .—The work of demarcating this boundary coaid not 
be completed until the current year and Your Highness was pleased to make a 
further grant of Rs. 1,629 on account of cost of the survey establishment 
tin* the additional period for which it had to be employed. The demar¬ 
cation has also been duly tested and it is believed that the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner of Jalpaiguri will now send the map prepared by the Surveyor to 
the office of the Surveyor-General of India for the correction of the district 
boundary. Arrangements will have then to be made for obtaining and giving 
up possession of lands which have been found to have changed jurisdiction 
according to the new demarcation. , 

185. Sddilhan ferry. —This is a frontier ferry on the .faldhaka river near 
Taluk oithulguri in Sub-division Mekligunj. It has hitherto been settled by 
us. In the course of the demarcation of the boundary referred to in the 
foregoing para it has been found that the river has shifted towards the north 
and the, portion ofit where the ferry plies has fallen almost wholly within the 
limits of the district of Jalpaiguri. The Sub-divisional Officer of the Alipur 
Dusrs addressed me on the subject of the future settlement of the ferry and, 
with the sanction of the Council, it has been decided that it, will be settled, 
like the Kaljani ferry below Alipur, alternately every 3 years by the Naib 
Ahilkar of Mekligiing and the Sub-divisional Officer, the juma being equally 
divided between the Gooch Behar State and the British Government. 

136. Boundary'dispute between the State of Cooch Behar and the 
District of Bungpw —In the course of the operations connected with the 
P*tit Chorcha settlement m 1885, it was found thsif owing to the shifting of 
the course of die Teeata river a chur hud been formed on the bordera of Caluk 



( 84 ) 


Andaran Kuchlibari in the Stale V>f Cooch Behar and it, had been held by one 
of our Jotednrs as an accretion to hia jote in that Taluk. The General Manager 
of the Wards Estates Rungpur however claimed it as an accretion to Mouaa 
Khuribari belonging to the Zemindar of Tepa, and suggested that with the 
object of avoiding all disputes the boundary might be relaid with the help of 
the Thakbust map. .1 agreed to the proposal Ikbu Ginsh Chandra birkar, 
Deputy Collector, was deputed last year by the Collector Rungpur to do the 
work and 1 directed the Naib Ahilknr of Mekligunj to watch the interests of the State. 
The Thak Survey could not be followed and the Deputy Collector was of opinion 
that no correct boundary could be laid wiihout the help of the Revenue Survey 
maps. There was a dispute about the boundary here so far back as 1860 and 
Mr. A. G. Macdonald, Special Commissioner appointed by Government, made an 
enquiry in 1860-61. According to his decision the land would belong to us. 
It has also been in the possession of our ryots for a very long time* All these cir¬ 
cumstances werh brought to the notice of the Collector of Rungpur, who 
however thought that Mr. A. G. Macdonald’s decision was not, binding on Govern¬ 
ment, as Government whs not a party in the case, and that the Revenue Survey 
should be followed. He also asked me to give up possession of. the land. 
I have not however been'able to comply with his request without being satisfied 
as to the justice of the claim. The matter is yet. pending. 


' 137. Cooch Behar Mutual Provident Fund .—This fund was established in 

1888 for the benefit of the heirs, successors and relatives of natives and residents 
of Cooch Behar and of persons residing in Your Highness’ Zemindaries, or 
serving Your Highness elsewhere. It undertakes to pay to the nominee of a sub¬ 
scriber a sum equivalent to the number of members shewn in the books at the 
time of his death, the money being raised by the collection of a death-call 
of Re. 1 from each member. Your Highness is the patron of the fund and 
pays a donation of Rs. 100 annually. From the annual report of the Fund 
for the last year, a copy of which has been furnished to me by the Secretary, 
1 find that the total number of subscribers was 169. The Secretary states as 
follows with regard to the benefits derived by the nominees of the deceased 
subscribers during the last LI years that the fund has been in existence:— 


“Since the creation of the Fund in the year 1888 np to the close of the rear 1897, 
there have been 40 deaths i.e. 3 - 63 death* in an average in each year. The total nnmber of 
paying subscriber* fur the last 11 years wag 2297 i.e. 209 on an average, and there has been 
1-74 per cent of deaths amongst the subscribers. The benefit received by one member is 
Rs. 324, tiie highest in the year 1890-91, and Rs. 76, the lowest in the year 1888-89. For the 
last 11 years 40 members, who died, paid on an average Rs. 31 to the fund in the shape of 
subscriptions and death-calls and secured ite 202 for his nominee. The relief will be more 
appreciable if an increase can be effected in the number of subscribers’’. 


188. The cash balance of the Fund at the close of the last year amounted 
to 6,237-15-6, of which Rs 6,173-13-8 was deposited in the Government 
Sayings Bank. I trust more of Your Highness’ subjects will become sub¬ 
scriber*. It is now under contemplation to build a small tin house for the 
fund, it is gratifying that while the many bogus insurance companies, floated 
in different parts of Bengal, have, ceased to exist, the Cooch Behar Provident 
fund is in a nourishing condition. 


139. The. earth-quake of the 12th June 7897,-The Superintendeht of the 
State fully dealt with the subject of the serious damage done by the earth-quake 
in a report submitted by him to the Council. I would only refer to the damage 
caused to wells. In most places the beds of wells were upheaved: many pucca 
wells were damaged a#d many ordinary wells with earthen rings become unfit 
for use. It was feared that the want of good drinking water would be very much 
felt 1 submitted to the Council towards the close of October, when there was still 
water in Khals and ditches, a list of 16 pucca and Ranigunj pipe wells sunk by 
the State, and proposed that they might be at once repaired. The Council were 
pleased to auction the proposal 1 and to grant the money required. This howAveB 

?£££hB %”*¥”**; A* consideration of tils feet the eubecrifer* 
to the Famine Relief Fund, created towards the beginning of the vear nlaoed 

jr< r *“* 4116 woouat ** utilised in removing the want of good drinking 
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water. The Cotmdl decided that the money Bhould be spent partly in giving 
immediate relief by sinking Norton’s tube wells in places where there was 
immediate want, of water, wad partly in sinking pucca and Raniguty pipe wells in 
other places. I consulted with the Superintendent of Works and urn Sub-divi- 
sional officers and arranged to have 20 Norton’s tube wells at once. Steps were 
also taken to Bink some Raniganj pipe wells. In some places the people rendered 
monetary help. The work is being done by the Superintendent of Works. 


I have the honor to be 
Your Highness’ 

Most obedient and humble servant, 
CALICA DOSS DUTT, 
Dewan of Cooch Behar. 


From 


No. 303. 


Babb PRIYA NATH DUTT, M.A., B.t., 


Offg. Civil and Sessions Judge, Cooch Behar. 


To 


The PRESIDENT op the STATE COUNCIL, 

COOCH BEHAR. 


Dated , Cooch Behar, the 1896. 


Your Highness, 

I have the honor to submit the Annual Report on the Adminis¬ 
tration of the Civil Justice in the Cooch Behar State for the year 1897-98, to 
which aje annexed the Annual Statements Nos. I to XL , 

2. The charge of the office of Civil and Sessions Judge rested with Babu 
* Jadub Chandra Chuckerbutty throughout the year 
Ob*'. 0 t affloe. e t ^ ^ 21st (J|f Ap4 to the 4th of June 1897 

when he was away on privilege leave and Babu Raj Krishna Das, Assistant 
Civil Judge, remained in charge of current duties. 



THe following table shows the changes in the subordinate offices. 


Sub-divisions. 

Courts. 


Terms of employment 

Sadder 

Assistant Civil Judge's 
court. 
a 

Baba Baj Krishna 
Das. 

1st Aprjji to 18th September 1897 
and 27th November 1897 to 
5th February 1898. 

Ditto 

ditto 

Babn Narendra Nath 
Sen. 

19th September to 28th Novem¬ 
ber 1897 and 6th February to 
81st March 1898. 

Ditto 

Bent Snit Department... 

Babn Pramatha Natl 
Chatterjec. 

i 1st to Cth April and 25th August 
to 1st September 1897.. 

Ditto 

ditto 

Babu Satis Chandra 
Mustofi. 

7th April to 2$th August 1897 
and 2nd Se(ftcmbcr 1897 to 
81st March 1898. 

Dinhata 

Nail) Ahilkar's court ... 

Babn Ilari Nath 
Busu. 

1st April 1897 to 81st March 
1898. 

Ditto 

Suti-Naib Ahilkar’s do.... 

Babu Rajani Kanta 
Bhaumick. 

1st to 7lh April 1897 and 14th 
May 1897 to 31st March 1898. 

Ditto 

ditto 

Babn Snrendra Nath 
Cliuckerbutty. 

8th April to 12th May 1897. 

Matkabhanga ... 

Naib Ahilkar’s do. ... 

Babn A s h n t o s h 
Gbose. 

1st April to 80th May 1897 and 
30th June 1897 to 31st March 
1898. 

Ditto 

ditto 

Baku Jagud Balbir 
Biswas. 

81st May to 29th Jnnc 1897. 

Ditto 

Snb,-Naib Ahilkar’s do.... 

Babn Jagad Balluv 
Biswas. 

1st April 1897 to 31st March 
1898, 

Meklignnj 

Naib Ahilkar's do. ... 

Babu Padma Nath 
Das. 

1st April 1897 to 31st March 
1898. 

Toofangnnj 

Naib Ahilkar’s do. ... 

Babu Harendra 
Narain Chowdliuri. 

1st April 1897 to 6th February 
1898. 

Ditto 

ditto 

Babu Baum Charan 
Neogi. 

7til Fcbroary to 31st March 
1898. 

Ditto 

6ul>-Naib Ahilkar's do,... 

Babu, Bama Cliaran 
Noogi. 

1st April 1897 to 6th February 
1898. 


1894- 95 

1895- 96 

1896- 97 

r 

1897- 98 


Civil §uita. 

. u mviw rv . ■ 

• 

Ront Suits. 

Baits of Small 
Cause Court up to 
Us. 20 and Rs. 50. 

• * 

a 

Total. 

« 

1,944 

4,061 

1,570 

7,575 

1,874 . 

3,487 

1,882 

1,228 

2,232 

4,269 

1,512 

8J)18 

2,785 

-_ !* m 

5,305 

1,898 

9,488 


suits increased by 553 and Rent suTts bv |‘ rf . M&attau.. 

up to 50 decreased by 119 . while Small Cause Court 
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of the State. 


4. The table given below abewi the increase and 
decrease in the kiatitutiona in the several Civil Courts 



Civil suits increased in the Courts of the Naiband the Sub Naib Ahilkarsof 
Dinhata, Naib Ahilkar of Mathabhanga, Naib Ahilkar of Mekiigunj, Naib and 
the Sub Ahilkars of Tufangunj by 73, 8, >218, 55, 90, -and 2 ‘ respectively 
and decreased in the courts of the Civil dnd Sessions Judge aud the Assistant 
Civil Judge by 8, 18 respectively as compared with those of the previous year. 

Rent Buits increased in the Courts of the Civil and Sessions Judge, Assis¬ 
tant Civil Judge, Naib Ahilkar of Dinhata, Naib Ahilkar of Mathabhanga, Naib 
Ahilkar of Mekiigunj and Naib and Sub Naib Ahilkars of Tufangunj by 1, 228, 
152, 252, 344, 65 and 3 respectively and decreased in the courts of the Sub 
Ahilkar of Dinhata and the Secretary to the State Council in charge Sudder 
Kent Suit Department by 4 and 5 respectively as compared with those of the 
previous year. 

The Assistant Civil Judge thus explains the cause of decrease of 18 civil 
suite and increase of 223 rent suits in the institution, in his court and in the 
court of the Secretary to the State Council in charge of the Sudder Rent Suit 
Department:-— 

“There was a decrease of 81 in the number of oivil suits and an increase of 18 in die 
Saudi Cause Court suits and 288 in that of rent nits. The increase in die small cause oourt 
anddeonpso in the civil suite are so slight tbatthey'do not need any particular notice. 
They are due to ordinary fluctuations in the institutions. In regard to the apparent 
decrease of 81, it may be said that in 1896-97 opto the 14th May, the date of the oreatien of 
die new Sub-division, the institutions in the Sudder represented what would now be found 
by summing the totals of dm institutions at Sndder and Tufangunj for the corresponding 
period. The decrease is consequently no decrease at aU. But tise figures tend to show that 
die abatement in die institutions, observed from a comparison with the figures for die pro¬ 
ceeding* year 1895-96, in tip oivil and Small cause court nits, bad continued. This de- 
oreueiaattributabl# totbe creation ofthe new Sab-division at Tuflmgnnj. But the in- 
oreaso in ihs number of rent suits is abnormal. It &r exceeds the figure either average, or 

This ino»J» ini spite of dm creation of a new Subdivision 
> mirks sn unnsoal state of things. Tim reason is perhaps to be found in the plentiful harvest 
which dm Vear sndea notioe; ooming after a year of high prioes, yielded, rendering it 
possible for land-lords to realise the arrears which a bad year had caused to soc nmimal tt c. 1 
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As regards the increase of Rl, civil suits and 148 rent suits at Din hats, 
the Naib Ahilkar of Dinhata remarks:-^- 

• “ There waa an increase of 229 oases in the year under report. The number of suits 
of Small Cause Court nature increased by 216 and that ot' Small eaases decreased by 185. 
This increase and decrease are due mainly to the change of jurisdiction in the trial of Small 
Cause Court Suite of the presiding officers. Babu Shita Nath Banerjee, late Naib Ahilkar 
had power to try such suits to the value of Re. 50, while 1 had power to try them up to tha 
value of Rs. SO only. The increase in the number of title suits is very trifling. There has 
been an increase of 148 in the number of rent suits. This is attributable to the tenants’ 
inability to pay rent punctually owing to the scarcity that prevailed at the beginning of 
of the last year and falling off of tne prices of jutes and tobacco, two staple crops upon 
which the tenantry of this State mostly depend for the payments of their rents.” 

“There is an increase of 80 cases under head “money suits". This is attributable to the 
people incurring some additional loans upon crops during the scarcity above alluded to”. 

The Naib Ahilkar of Mathabhanga gives the following reasdtr for the in¬ 
crease of 218 civil and 252 rent suits in the institutions:— 

“The general increase in the institution of Rent and Small Cause Court suits is attribu¬ 
table partly to the scarcity keenly felt during the whole of the previous year and, the first 
three months of the year under review and partly to the plenty which subsequently 
followed from splendid harvest of both the early and late paddy crops, Land-lords who had 
nosued tenants in their distress were eager to realise the arrears as soon as signs of pros¬ 
perity returned. Large loans were contracted in the previous year and the creditors were 
eqnauy eager to recover what they had lent to people in the time of scarcity.” 

The Naib Ahilkar of Mekligunj in whose court there was an increase of 55 
civil and 344 rent suits remarks:— 


_ h*. 8een that although there was a decrease of 19 Small Cause Court tnits up to 

20m the institution, there was an increase of 74 civil and 344 rent suits, so the total 
institution on the whole increased by 399 as compared with those of the previous year. 

.. u de “ eM ® “‘he institution of the Small Cause Court suits up to Sa- 20. mav b# 
attributed to the good harvest of the year. The ryots got plenty of paddy crops and could 
easily pay off their small debts to their creditors who had therefore not to goto the court 
rJ., n rec0Ter y- This deoreaso has been compensated by the institution of suits of Sm.ll 
Cause Court nature above Ra. 20 which is 322 in number against 240 of the previous year.” 

the i2t„H n 9 n Rfi f SU ' t8 WM ™? 1Iy la T' This increase and the increase in 
the institution of Civil suits were generally due to the exceptionally good harvests of the 

^.The ^ordsandtha credits who waited from long^ime andSd notTeiis thS 
olaims for the long linpendmg famine appeared before the Court and pressed thmr -l-i™. 
fi" their tenants and debtors would not be able and wiCTpay offt^ 

debte easdy, the crops they got being not sufficient for their manifold w«l to™ 
of WaS’ * W “ aU ° ** 7 d " e to greater namber of “Station of suits by the Court 


total of nlto, 

entire last year is not availabl e. But on the whi^tT’ 9011 K m 1 ad ® M . tlw *8®*' of tbs 
■which is chiefly due to the facilities -afforded hv tha t ^ erB . a PP^ r> to b® an increase thi| yaar 

j *5*of Civil .1. 

the year previous waa one of scardt" ^ WMayear of P ,ent 7 ▼bile 

5 : Statement No, * Aowa, *at out of the total of 9488 institution., 
otaRUkrttonof nits. UW(m tha “ half) were Rent-suits, 2596 less 2 

sther immovahln nmn«b. 


and 141 (*] for land and etW^vZ 22 t' “ d 0thW ^ 
{ to marriage and 1 to religion Out of ^ w ®e 4 oases relatis 

were for L. 0 f reat oSy * ° f 5305 M * of 1889, 5*8 




heontfcmot deoreei. 

table given below:* 


1894- 95 

1895- 96 

1896- 97 

1897- 98 
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6. The number of applications filed for execution 
of decrees during the last 4 years is shewn in the 



Civil Suit*. 

Bent Suite. 

Suite of Smell 
Oseee Court up to 
Bt. 90indite' 60 . 

Total. 

1,881 

1,770 

780 

4,881 

1,675 

1,660 

848 

4,088 

1,649 

1,638 

788 

4,270 

2,119 

1,845 

775 

4,789 


The number of applications filed for the execution of decrees during the 
year was 4,739 against 4,270 of the previous year shewing an increase of 469. 
The increase was due to the increase m original suits. 

7. The number of miscellaneous cases of both 
aaeoa * t *** t Judicial and Non-Judicial nature instituted during 

the last two years are shewn below:— 

JudloUL Koa-JndJeU. 

1896- 97 ... ... ... 499 148 

1897- 98 ... ... ... 360 103 

Increase ... ... ... 131 

Decrease... ... ... ... 45 

8. The number of applications for certificates of gardianahip under Act XL 
of 1858 was 26 against 21 of the previous year and 
Certificate can*. the number of applications for certificates under Act 

XXVII of 1860 was 17 against 16 of the previous year. 

9. According to the number of original suits institu- 

D.nlr n 6 n/uwta anMfdliio in _ 0 . ... _ ° 


Certificate t 


ofSiSe SStawIL *° ted, the several subordinate Courts rank thus :— 


(1.) Assistant Civil Judge ... 



... 2,609 

(2.) Naib Ahilkar, Matknbhanga 

Ml 

tee 

... 2,550 

(8.) Ditto Dinhata... 

• M 

... 

. 2,092 

(4.) Ditto Mekligunj 


■ e. 

... 1,409 

(5.) Ditto Toofangunj 


••• 

... 770 


In the Sudder, Rent suits below Rs. 1,000 are instituted in the Court of 
the Assistant Civil Judge and most of them are afterwards transferred to the 
Sudder Sent Suit Officer for disposal. 


Disposal o( cates. 


10. The disposal of the original suits during the 
last 4 years is shew/i in the statement given below:— 



The total nnmber' of original suits disposed of waa 9876 against 7745 
shewing an kunaae of 1630 .cases. This is satisfactory. 
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11. The number of old eases pending at the end of 
the year was 67 (24 pending, over one year and 43 
over 6 months) against 89 of the previous year shewing a decrease of 22 cases. 


PenAing 


Rank of Court* according to 12. According to disposals the‘Subordinate Courts 
top*** t rank thus 

(1.) Sub-Naib Ahilkar, Mathabhanga ... ... 1,674 

(2.) Sub-Naib Ahilkar, Dinbata ... ... ... 1,508 

(3.) Naib Abilkar, Meklignnj ... ’ ... ... 1,407 

(4.) Assistant Civil Judge ... ... ... 1302 

(5.) Secretary to the State Council in charge 8 udder Bent 1,296 
Suit Department. 

( 6 .) Naib Ahilkar, Mathabhanga ... ... .... , ggy 

(7.) NaiB Abilkar, Dinhata ... ... ... 353 

( 8 .) Sub-Naib Abilkar, Toofangunj ... ... ... 412 

(9.) Naib Abilkar, Toofangunj ... ... ... 323 

13. With regard to'the disposal of contested cases the Subordinate Courts 
stand thus:— 

231 
230 


(1.) Assistant Civil Judge 
(2.) Sub Naib Abilkar, Dinhata 

7 --- ••• euu 

(3.) Secretary to the State Council in charge Sudder Rent Suit 226 
Department. 

(4.) Naib Ahilkar, Meklignnj 
(5.) Sub-Naib Ahilkar, Mathabhanga 
(6.) Naib Abilkar, Dinhata 
(7.) Naib Ahilkar Mathabhanga 
(8.) Sub Naib Abilkar Toofangunj 
(9.) Naib Abilkar, Toofangunj 


175 

163 

135 

118 

81 

57 


Aret*ee duration of suit*. , 1 table given below shews the average 

duration of suits in each of the Subordinate Courts 


Naas* or Covbtb. 


Assistant Civil Judge 

Secretary to the State Counc 
Suit Department 

Naib .Abilkar, Dinhata 

Naib Abilkar, Mathabhanga 

Naib Ahilkar, Meklignnj 

Naib ^hilkar, Toofangunj 



Civil Salta 

Bept Sait*. 

Small Cauae 
Court data 
■uitfl up to 
RB‘ 20 and 

Ri. 60. 


m. d. 

m. d. 

m. d. 

see 

4 19 

8 7 

2 5 

Rent 


1 17 

1 * 

*’ 


a 22 

2 11 

’ 0 27 

«• • 

2 i 

2 11 

1 1 

... 

1 12 

1 12 

'1 1 


2 27 

2 8 

i 8 


shortest in that of the N^rAhiftSofMShgLj! 10 A,sis tont . Civil Judge and 

Cootart - 15 - The following table comnarM tb* 

.contest in regular suit*. for i * 
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' Tsai. 

Ho. et 
Civil Baits 
disposed at 

Ho. of 
Sent Baite 
disposed of.j 

■ 

Retio of 
Oivil Suits. 

Ratio of 
Beat Baits. 

Reties of 
Smell Cause 
Court Suite 
upto Re. SO 
aad*» to. 

1894-88 ... 

461 

688 

208 

24°/. • 

” 7 . 

1 * 7 . 

1895-96 ... 

476 

605 

281 

26 7 . 

16 7 . 

12 7 . 

1896-97 ... 

486 

604 

196 

20 7 . 

19 7 . 

18 •/. 

1897-98. ... 

475 

781 

171 

17 7 . 

19 7 . 

18 7 . 


The total Humber of contested cases decided was 1427 being, about £ of the 
entire number of disposals, livery 6th Civil case, every 7th Bent case and 
every 8th Small Cause Court case were contested. 

summaiT procedure. „ 16 - The Assistant Civil Judge tried Small Cause 

Court suits upto Hs 50 aud* the Naib Ahilkars of 
Dinhata, Mathabhanga, Mekligunj and Tufanguuj upto fia- 20 by summary 
procedure. • 

17. The Civil Courts of the Sub-divisions of Dinhata, Mathabhanga, 
Mekligunj and Tufangunj were inspected by Babu 
Jadub Chandra Chuckerbutty, Civil and Sessions 
Judge, during the year under report and the inspection reports of the first two 
Courts were submitted to Your Highness in Council. The reports of the 
Mekligunj and the Tufangunj Sub-divisions are in the Press and will be shortly 
ready for submission. A iew extracts from the inspection memoranda are 
reproduced below:— 


DINHATA. 

Shall Cause Coubt Department. 

• 

Cate No. 98 of 1897 .—The summons on the defendant was served only 2 days before the 
date of trial. The defendant wanted time for his defence. The Conrt held thnt the time was 
short and the defendant should be allowed time to make his defence. The plaintiffs witnesses 
were not also present, yet the Naib Ahilkar allowed adjournment fee of Rs. 1 to the plaintiff. 
This is another instance of indiscreet levy of adjournment fee. The plaintiffs pleader received 
the money from the defendant and paid it to the Sheristadar then and there for School and 
Barwari Pui&k It may be observed here that the Naib Ahilkar is the Secretary to the local 
Sohool. I have had occasion to draw the attention of all concerned to this objectionable 
praotice of mixing up Judicial work with the interest of Education and Barwari. I think the 
payment of the money to the Sheristadar for the purposes noted above, should at once be 
stopped. If the parties'or their pleaders choose to pay the adjournment fees tor Barwari and 
School, they should do that privately and out of Court. Court officers should have no connec¬ 
tion whatever with the money. 1 went through the judgment of tho above case and found 
that no reason whatever had been shewn in the decision for giving a decree to the plaintiff 
withobhcosts. The Naib Ahilkar with powers of Small Cause Court Judge should always 
give reasons in the judgments for his orders. 

Com.No. 96 of 1897 .—I find in the judgment that this esse has been treated as one in 
which tiie defendant was absent The ciise has been decreed ’exparte. The record show that 
the defendant was present on 4 different occasions. He took out summons and other processes 
against his witnesses bat as he was not present on the day of trial, although his pleader was 
there, the case was decreed expane—perhaps the procedure is not right. In Small Canse 
Conrt Casas, if the defendant appears on the date of trial, his defence should be at once taken 
down in the*Summons book. 

Com No. 46 of 1897.— It appears that on the date of trial the defendant appeared and 
petitioned the Conrt for time on the ground of the refusal of his witnesses to attend the Court 
for the earth-quake. He did not offer to pay any adjournment fee. Vi<U petition. The .reason 
was a perfectly sound ona and well worthy of consideration. The Conrt without mentioning 
any of the reawns given by the- defendant in this petition, signs an order written by toe 
Pwshkar to the effect that the defendant volunteers to pay adjournment fee of a rupee and the 
oue upostponed. I mash say this is another instance of the abuse of granting adjournment 
fees. I do not know under whose orders this objectionable praotice has found its way in the 
Jwiteial Department. The position of the Sub-divisional Naib Ahilkars is very anomalous 
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and awkward. They should by all means be relieved of this nosition. I request the Naib Ahil- 
kar to furnish me with copies of orders, if any, under which the adjournment fee is paid to the 
Sheristadar and entered in a book of the office kept by him and the half of the money is 
subsequently paid for the Barwari Pujah and the other halt ohalhned by him to the Treasury 
for the local School. 

Execution Department. 

Ccue No. 105 of 1896-97 .—Istahar was not published for want of a person on behalf of 
the deoree-holder to point out the property. The peon should bare done the needful with the 
Mairfanm of Cbowkidars. No notice seems to have taken of this. The Accountant should 
look sharp and the Naib Ahilkar should look to this. 

The date in the original Istahar could be easily changed. Istahar net published.' 
Nothing in the records to show why the proclamation was not publishe I. The Naib Ahilkar 
should have gone into this. 

Civil Department. 


Execution Com No. 64 of1897 .— It does not appear from the records whether copies of 

f roclnmation were stuck up in the office of the Collector and in the Civil Judge’s Court" 
find the provisions of section 249 of Act VIII of 1859 are not acted up to as regards the 
number of proclamations which must be stnck up in the several offices. The Naib Ahilkar will 
be good enough to introduce the provisions at once and report his having done So in a week. 
A further report must be sSnt, to me after 3 months from this day informing me that the 
provision of law is being acted upto. 

1 I am sorry that the Dewuny mohurer is grown old and cannot therefore do his work 
satisfactorily. 

Accountant’s Department. 

The Accountant says it will be convenient if registration receipts of a day is entered in 
the General Cash Book on the next day. The reason he gives is that he had on occasions to 
await till night for the Registration 'eceipt to come in. I think his proposal may be accep¬ 
ted. He should submit a report on the subject in due course. 

MATHABHANGA. 

Small Cause Court Department. 

“Regiitcr of Execution Case*.—It appears that almost all the cases had to be struck off 
for default of tbo decree-holders to take out proper steps. The mohurer in charge of the 
department believes that these decrees are generally settled out of Court and the decree-holders 
do not come to inform the court about the satisfaction of their claims.” 

“I brought to the notice of the State Council already that we could safely increase the 
monetarv jurisdiction of the Naib Ahilkar* in Small Cause Court cases to Bs- 50. The 
Naib Ahilkar of Matliabhanga said that in that case it would perhaps bo necessary to increase 
the monetary jurisdiction of the Sub-Naib Ahilkar. That also can be safely done We 
have provision for it in the Jurisdiction Act already.” 

Civil Department. 

“ExecuHon Co** No. 92 of 1897.-1 find that the requisite number of sale proclamation. 
» issued from the office in every case, namely 2 are sent to the Civil Judge’s oSoe, 1 to the 

iK tatfl cLT f 0 n Pahhctt It Tu m 1 » ^ Malcutchery of the Subdivision, 1 to 

the Suddcr Daroja of theSub-di visional offioe and 1 is fixed on the property tobe sold. 
The original copy is filed with the records of the case.” P ™ ' 

•eJaj: tar's 1 £££? ™ 

nnenstu. I he man in the Rest 8 mt Shensta is a native of Coooh Behar Bn bn. m.rln 
himself scarce since the last few days.” 1 w ’ oon m - ,ar - ae m«to 

Aooountant’b Department. 

I am glad to find that there are no deposits of more than S month*’ mi. 

diet-money of witnesses also shows no undue accumulation.” " The 

pffi ^ i si, Ah v kar th M ' 8 that u w!U yer J desirable and the work will be mana^ 

fMt,'the^.ocountant, e he r sBys^ e cannot a *B^Te 0 , time e to C ^) 11 the t wwk^of B thB^ 

Court and he may do all the work of fh. ® Irar8r ? ““7 ” "T ,e “ ™ Swr of the 
while the Accountant may do the wort <rf the 7' £** * Bnksbls, 

Mohurer and his Poddir I thtok the n, n ™T“ Wp of.ont 

divided responsibilities will Tfo n-JL of tba “ tb#*M»eef 

Council with hi. view, in ° f th * BUte "V to mows the 



I inspected the pound and found that the accommodation for cattle ia insufficient. The 
nomber in the Pound is 53 to-day. One hut is no* sufficient. I requested the Naib Ahilkar 
to build a small hut at some distance from the pound so that when any animal get a 
contagious disease, it may be- removed to this but and not allowed to mix with other cattle. 
I selected the sites in company with the Naib and the Bub-Naib Ahilkar. 

MEKLIGUNJ. 

Small Cause Court Department. 

Cate No. 11 of 1997 .—-The peon neglected to serve and return fte process on the date 
fixed for trial. He was fined two annas. 

The case was not entered in the Day book and it was not therefore peshed and could 
not be tried. The fault was that of the Peshkar. The Peshkar should have been warned. 
I hope the Naib Ahilkar will take serious notice of such mistakes in future. It is strange 
that the parties did not bring the fact to the notice of the Naib Ahilkar. 

* Execution Department. 

Cote No. 10 of 1897.— Decree-holder prayed for payment of money on the 4th January 
1898. The inobuW filed his kyfeut on the very day, but the Accountant submitted his kyfeut 
on the 18fch January 1898 although he was distinctly ordered to do so in 2* days. It appears 
that Naib Ahilkar waB on tour and the cash book had not been signed. The delay of 
the Accountant to file the report in time, is thus explained. 

• Civil Department. 

Cate Oo. 196 of 1896 .—The Amin’s conduct is very unsatisfactory. The matter should 
have been reported to me at once. Whenever the Court Ameen fails to do his work within 
the time fixed by himself tho matter must be reported. Robocnries to the effect will be qpnt 
to all Subordinate Courts and the Ameen should be informed of it. To do away with the 
necessity of postponing cases for Ameen’s report for times without number, the present rules 
were framed. 1 have no means of knowing when tho Ameen does not file his report within 
the time named by him. Unless the rule is strictly enforced the old state of things will 
re-appeur and eases will have to lie postponed for years for Ameen’s report. 

Act X Department. 

Case No. 335 of 1 897 .—The Conrt, could not find time to hoar pleaders and the case 
wns thrice postponed. The value of tho suit is not more than Rs. 50. This is not as it 
•should be. I hope the Naib Ahilkar will try to hear pleaders as Boon, after all the evidence 
is ready, os possible. 

Execution Department. 

There was no attachment of property before judgment. 

In 8 cases tho debtors were ousted under the provision of Sub-infeudatio'n Act. 

No records have been sent to the Sudder record rooms after the month of March 1395. 
The records cannot be sent till the original record rooms are not repaired. It is necessary to 
have racks here like those put up at Maihaiiliaiua and Dinhata. The Naib Ahilkar should 
come up with a regular proposal. 

Tho Act X mohurer says that he cannot get twine, thread, pens Ac for his work. The 
Naib Ahilkar, it is stated, wrote often to the Council bat with no good result. I hope the 
Naib Ahilkar shonld come up officially in the matter. 

Accountant’s Department. 

The Accountant says there is no meney for permanent advance here and they have often 
to spend money from the miscellaneons and other deposits and adjust them when the bills 
are cashed. I hope the Naib Ahilkar .will at once write to the Dewan of the State officially 
on the subjeot and obtain its. 200 or so as permnnont advance. 

'l*am glad to find that no deposit more than 6 months old are in the sub-treasnry. The 
amount of money on account of diet of witnesses has also come down to a small figure. I 
am glad.to hear that pleaders now take away these monies promptly. 

I do not clearly understand why so many as 305’prooesses shonld be served by the 
peons,. for which no court-fee is realised. As far as the Civil Courts are concerned there is 
scarcely any process which win be legally ordered to be served without a Court-fee. . The 
Naib Ahilkar will be good enough to submit a full report in the matter shewing the differ¬ 
ent description of processes and the departments from which they were issued in detail. 

TUFANGUNJ. 

Small Cause Court Department. * 

C«e No. 59 of 1897-98.—As a rule oases may be fixed within 3 weeks from the date of 
their institution so that the defendants may have full 15 days to defend their oases. 

Civil Department* • 

Register of cases—In 14 oases the properties of the debtors were attached before judg¬ 
ment. The provision of law should boas sparingly availed of as possible. 
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u Ca*e No 280 of1895-96. —It is a grant pity that the witnesses were not examined 
this day (17th December 1897). They .should have been examined by all means. In my 
last year’s inspection diary, page 2, the Naib Ahilkar was specially directed to take down 
deposition of witnesses in similar cases at his personal inoonvemeooe even. The instruoboos 
should have been attended to.” * 

“Claim Cate No. 1 of 1897.— 15 head of cattle and 5 calves were attached on the 24th 
August 1897. The petitioner in this case lodged a claim to 7 of-these. ^ It appears that 
the sale of all the 20 hea^ of cattle was postponed till the final disposal of the claim. The 
order was an injurious one and I am very sorry it was passed without any reason or rhyme. 
The 13 head of cattle to which no claim was preferred should have been sold in due time 
but the Sub-Naib Ahilkar stopped all work in the exeoution case. The result is all the 
cattle have been remaining in the Pound for about 8 months and 4 cattle have died already. 
Orders should at once be passed for the sale of the 13 head of cattle. There is a standing 
order to the effeot that cases in which cattle are attached in execution of decrees and claims 
filed must be disposed of in 8 months. In the Sadder, a special report is submitted to me 
when cattle remain in the pound for more than 3 months. 1 must introduce this system in 
the moffussil courts also. The state of things is very unsatisfactory.” . > 

„ Act X Department. 

“Remitter of eatet. —It is satisfactory to find that as in last year no property of defendants 
in any cose was attached before judgment.” 

“Regitter of Execution catet. —Most of the demands were satisfied within 30 days from 
the date ot the decree on account of the stringent provisions of the Sub-iufendatioft Act” 

“Miscellaneous cate No. 3 of 1897-98. —The prayer of the applicant should have been 
rejected for his latches. Every thing appears to be so lax.” 

Accountant's Department. 


“It appears that several items of money on account of the pay of the peons Ac. who bare 
left the place for good, are lying in the “Pass Bill” cash. A date should be fixed nnd a 
notice to be struck up in the Court house inviting the parties to como within that time. If 
they do not come to take the money, it will be sent off to the Treasury. The Naib Ahilkar 
should remember that he has to append a certificate to each bill distinctly stating that all 
monies drawn for salaries for the previous month, have been disbursed and receipts taken.” 

“It appears that money on account of judicial deposits more than six months old, have 
not been remitted to the Treasury in accordance with a standing order on the subject. I 
direct the attention of the Naib Ahilkar to this. The accountant save that he will send all 
such monies liefore the end of the year. ft, 5-11 on account of pay of amlos cited as 
witnesses are also ren&ining in the Sub-Treasury for a very long time. This money must 
be sent at once.” 


18. The Civil Court Ameen Munshi Nassaruddin continued to work in the 

Local enquiries. Settlement Department and Babu Mohesh Chandra 

Atarthee to act in hie place. The number of cases 
made over to him for enquiry by the different civil courts of the State was 74 
against 87 cases of the previous year. This being added to 7 cases pending 
at the close of the previous year, the total number for enquiry was 81 cases. 

Of these, 76 cases were enquired into against 84 coses of the previous year 
shewiug a decrease of 8 cases, 5 cases were pending at the end of the year. 

19. Oat of the total number of original suits disposed of, 2649 or less 

Value of suite disposed oL on f, t ^ r< ^ were for claims not exceeding Rs. 20; 

S309 or little over one third for claims exceeding Rs. 20 
R Ut ?°\ e r edmg 50; 2137 or little less than one fourth for claims exceeding 
Rs. 50 but not exceed,ng ft, 100; 1211 or little more than one eighth for dliims 
exceeding Bs- iOO but not exceeding ft 500; 48 cases for claims above Bi 500 
but not exceeding B» 1,000; 21 cas4| were above ft 1,000. 

Disposal of execution case«, 90- The. statement given below shews thd disposal 
of execnt.tnn mnu dnnn. a _ r 




© 


TEAR. 

Civil Baits. 

Kent Saits. 

Small Canoe Court 
Suite opto Re. SO 
k Be. 60. 

9«Tax. :■ 

1894-95 ... , ... 

1,881 

1,787 

748 

4,881 

1896-96 

1.724 

1,628 

818 

4AM 

1896-97 

* I- 

1,791 

1,618 

■9 

• 4,184 V 

1897-98 

3,062 

—» 

1,859 

mm 

M81 
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The total number of execution cases disposed of was 4,681 against 4,234 of 
the previous year shewing an increase of 447* cases. There were 868 cases pend 
ing at the end of the year .against 744 of the previous year shewing an increase 
of 113 oases. 

Of the execution cases disposed of decrees were wholly or partially satisfied 
in more than J of the number. The ratio of applications struck off for default 
was *6; of cases in which judgment debtors were arrested ;2; of attachment of 
movable property '4; of attachment of immovable property *2‘; of sales of movable 
property -1; of sales of immovable property about "2 and 85 persons were in- 
prisoned in the Civil Jail. There were 12 application for declaration of insolvency 
of which 8 were allowed and 4 disallowed. 

MUoeiUoooiu cuetJadicui. „. 21 - The toble given below shows the disposal of 

• Miscellaneous cases of a Judicial nature:— 


Ysa*. ** 

Civil. 

Bent. 

1897-98 

299 

172 

• 





There was an increase of 78 cases in the number of disposals as compared 
with those of the previous year. The number of cases pending at the end qf 
the year was 115 against 93 of the previous year. 

... „ _ , . 22. The table given below shews the disposal of 

*neon» on- u ic . Miscellaneous cases of a Non Judicial nature. 



Small Cease 
Court tip to 
Bs. 20 & Its. 50. 


1897-98 




The total number of Miscellaneous cases of a Non-Judicial nature disposed 
of was 100 against 149 of the previous year shewing a decrease pf 49 cases. 
The number of cases pending at the end of the year was 95 against 92 of the 
previous year. 

23. The statement given below shows the work on the Civil original side 
of the Civil and Sessions Judge’s Court for the last 3 years:—_ 



«■* 
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The aomber of appeals filed during the year was 154 against 184 of the 
previous year shewing a decrease of'SO appeals. 

The number of regular Appeals preferred was 144. Every 56th original* 
decree (about 2 per cent) and almost every 9th decree in contested original Buits 
were appealed against. 

25. The disposals of appeals during the last 3 
Appealsdisposed of. t years is shewn below:— 

1896-96 ... ... ... ... .. 211 

1896- 97 ... ... - - ... 181 

1897- 98 ... ... - ... ... 168 

The number of appeals disposed of was 166 against 181 of the previous 
year shewing a decrease of 15 There were 38 appeals pending at the end of 
the year against 50 of the previous year. Three appeals were pending »over 6 
months and one over one year at the end of the year under report. 

26. The result of appeals for the last 3 years is shewn in ‘the table given 
below:— 


YEah. 

« 

Number of 
original suits 
disposed of by 
Subordinate 
courts. 

Number 
nf appeals 
preferred. 

Affirmed. 

Re versed.' 

1^96-96 

6,044 

214 

110 

35 

1896-97 

6,556 

184 

68 

46 

1897-98 

8,416 

154 

87 

29 



.me giuwiug gajjciiciigc vi mo ouuuiuiuHH! courts accounts lor the decrease 
in the number of appeals. 

27. The following table shows the result of appeals against the decrees 
of tiie several subordinate officers. 



1 1 
I 1 


Babu Narendra Nath Sen, B.l. 

» Haj Krishna Das, l.o.i, 

„ Satis Chandra Mustafl. 

„ Promatha Nath Chatter- 

joe, H A. B.L. 

,, Hari Nath Bose b.l. ... 

„ Suren dra Nath Chucker- I 
butty, if. a. b.l. ■ 

„ Bajani Kanta Bhowmic, 1,402 

H.A. B.L. 

„ Ashutoih Ghose, b.l, ... 828 

„ Jagad Ballubh Biswas, 1 757 

M A. B.L. ’ 

„ < P*dms Nath Das, b.l... . 1,489 


„ Harendra Natain Chow- ng 

dhury, b.l. 

Babn Bsma Oharan Neogi b.l. fin 

• • 

„ Gogal Grander Chat- 
teije^ b.l. 



1| t'g S* 

nil n 

■Scf .S-o £ -o g-S 
18=6 p p p 


psront. pas? oent. par 0 tat par cant 

8 38 66 

17 71 19 » 

10 88 28 42 

100 
19 62 

24 75 


70 ' 20 


12 22 


80 t 10 

IS 


17 I 17 
20 


50 

15 68 
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• One appeti against the decision of Babe Promatha Nath Chatterjee and one 
iaat that of Baba Gopal Chandra ChatteVjee were heard and confirmed daring 
i year. . 

Babti Sorendra Nath Chuckerbnttjr stands first, Baba Rai Krishna Das, 
second, Babe Rajuni Kanta Bhaumick, third, Baba Han Nath Bose, fourth, Babu 
.lagadballav Bisaws, fifth, Baba Bsina Cbaran Neogi, sixth, Baba Harendra 
Narain Chowdhuri, seventh, Baba Padma Nath Das eighth, Babus Narendra 
Nath Ben and Satis Chandra Mustafi ninth, and Baba Ashutosh Ghose, occupies 
the last place. 

88. The statement given below compares the work 
of the Sessions Department for the last 3 years 


Seaaioiu Cun. 


* 

7iu. 

Sessions cuss. 

Criminal Appeals. 

Criminal Motions. 

Remarks. 

1 

Mi 

|g. 

1 

! 

i 

Pending. 

1 

I 

I* 

i 

Disposed of. 

Pending. 

1 

\i 

i 

f 

M ■ 

i 

Pending. 

1895-96 ... 

0 

16 

15 

■ 

fl 

99 

m 

m 

fl 

I 

II 

u 

... i 

■ ■* 

1896-97 ... 


11 

19 

fl 


15 

15 

I 


10 

10 



1897-96 ... 

m 

14 

14 

■ 

fl 

16 

16 

H 

H 

■ 

6 

1 



It will appear from the above that 14 cases were committed for trial, 
16 criminal appeals preferred and 7 Criminal Motions filed in the Sessions Court 
during the year. 

There were one Sessions case and one Criminal Motion pending at the mid 
of the year. 124 witnesses were examined in the trial of Sessions cases. 

, , . , 29. The receipts of the Civil Department are Bhewn 

AdminiituMra sauiM. below under the several heads 

I. Stamp duty .—The following statement Bhews the stamp duty realised 
during the last 4 years •— 

1894- 95 ... ... ... ... B*. 73,726 

1895- 96 ... ... ... - ,, 69,940 

1896- 97 ... ... ... - „ 71,152 

1897- 98 ... ... - .'•• n 82,196 

The of Rs. ll ,044 is due to the increase in the institution of suits. 

II. Ameen't fete. —The table given below shews the receipts under this 
head for the last 4 years:— 


5s. 

883 

789 

768 


1894-95 
’ 1895.96 

1896- 97 

1897- 98 

Th«i« inui» decrease of Rs, 189 only. 

HI. Ptocms/ms.— -The amount of fees realised was Rs. 20,903 against 
Rs. 184609 of the previous yearshewing an increase of Rs. 2,294. This increase 
is attrihttable to we increase in the number of institutions. 

IV. Fines and forfeitures.—Amounted to Bs. 884 against Rs. 4? of the 
previous am dewing an increase of Rs. 491. This' increase is mainly due to 
thefe^ttn of obewoilh of defaulting purchase* of properties at 

sales lu execution of deoreea. 

. . V. Other Meripte.—Including copying ahd ee^hing fees cay up to 
R«. 3,996 against A* 8,616 of the previous year shewing «n increase of tt 380 » 
Th» tnoreaMlidbiflSy doe to inareasein the number of institution of suits. 


























( to ) ' 

The total amount of receipt* tinder several heads shewn above rmift 1,08,858 
against 8» 94,188 of the previous" year shewing an increase of 5U-, 14,070, 

80. Disbursement.. I—The salary ofJudicial officers amounted to fit 19,681 
againat Bi 19,247 of the previous year shewing an increase of 9*484. 

II. Hie establishment charges were lie- 12,497 against 8» 12864 of the 
previous year shewing an increase of ft 183. 

III. Promt service —The expenditure incurred in the service of processes wit 
8» 7,679 against 6a- 7,001 of the previous year shewing an increase of 8* 878. 

IV. Contingencies. —The amount expended under this head was 8» 1,880 
against ft 1,703 of the previous year shewing a decrease of ft 18 only. 

V. Ameeris salary ,—The cost of establishment of Civil Court Ameen 
amounted ft 870 against R» 864 of the previous year shewing an increase df ft 6. 

VI. Other charges .—The charges under this head which invade refund of 
sale fees, rcmurteration to copyists &c., amounted to ft 8,580 against S» 3,874 
shewing a decrease of Rs. 894. 

The total amount of expenditure came up to .Rs. 45,997 against Rs. 45 068 
of the previous year shewing an increase of Rs. 939. , 1 

81. The excess of receipts over expenditure was Us. 62,261 against 
Rs. 49,130 of the previous year shewing an increase of Rs. 13,131. 

32. Ministerial officers. 

The Assistant Civil Judge says;— 

it.. * ab ” B T aB k “ y? nn g diligent officer and discharged 

the dates ofhia office with credit to himself and with satisfaction to his superiors. The 
reskar Babn Gan™ Prosonna Ohnckerbutty was away on leave from the 9th February to the 

otose of the year. He is an intelligent hard working officer and he did his duties very well 

Dunnghis absenae mi leave Babn Knshal Chahdra Pal, the senior mohnrer got a lift and 
** 0th8r WOr hed hard and well and were found willing 

The Naib Ahilkar of Dinhata says 

“Th@ Sheristadar Babn Hari Charan Banerjee, Peshkar Babn Jouesh Chandra n on „^i_ 
worked well. The Accountant Babn Har cLdra Hoy “CSS™ 

The haib Ahilkar of Mathabhanga says 

a..* “, 1 ™ rd >ng n»y opinions about the services of my officers, 1 am glad to be able fam 

duJL^U.lutoTwell ^ ShUtadaJ 

man. fhe Mosnmdar is an intelligent youn^ 

by tbe Sub-Naib Ahilh7ALmtaS £h£n C fba d reported^? 

officer. Clerk Bhabendm M«S?b 2, fa a M ™g«t 

Mohutors Harish Chandra (Juba and Dwarika NathnUt! 11 ® yonn * . offi “ r «f intelligence, 
officers.'’ 18 ana irwanka rlath Dptt are expenenoed and hardworking 

t ^ ^rab Ahilkar of Tufangunj says s_ 


■vfrB-schiaa.fc^ir^rf !*■•«•**■-**•< 

tional experience. He is willing and wfwS“ ^ ^ ' ■"!« >»- 

•: 'eSnb-Naib Aiilkar’s Bench Clerk Babn 
■Ji «o He bears an amiable disposition " 


HemSedSJ M ° h " rflr ^***.Chakerbntty is 

officiating fob bun has been working well" 7 0o P ,i O 

The A T aib Ahilkar of Mekligunj says 

Banerfee, Dewani M^hm^r^bli^IsZr’ch^f Peghk K Brim 



with experinos 
of experience. 

.bCIS 
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M. During the yew under report record, of 19,442 casaa were received* 
VMM*. ' Sudaer Recdrdroom attached to the Civil and 

: . Rent Courts aa shewn below 



34. He .table given below thews the records of cases destroyed during the 
year:— 


Court*. Description of record* destroyed. 


Civil Judge, Gooch Behar ... B File of original Civil and Rent enite, Civil and Re n * 

appeals, Civil and Rent Exeontion end Miscellaneous 
coses from Jannary to Deoomher 1893. 

Assistant Civil Jndge ... ... B File of original Civil case* from Jannary 1889 to 

Jnly 1890. 


35. The terrible earth-quake of the 12th June 1897, more or lesa seriously 
damaged all the pucca buildings in the State. The Sudder Record-rooms were 
shattered and many records injured. The office of the Civil and S es si o ns Judge 
as well as the records had to be removed to the Vernacular Scho&l premises. 
The records are still there as the damages to the Record rooms have not yet been 
repaired. 


86 . The appointment of an additional clerk on a monthly salary Rs. 20 
.... . rising to Rs. 25 in two years was sanctioned for the 

Toofanganj Sub-divisional office during the year under 


report. 


37. Daring the year under review the work of the Nezarat was carried on 

n _ by Naib Nazirs Babu Bbuban Mohan Mojumdar and 

< * sm Dabu Ram Chandra GhoBe under the supervision of 

Nazir Babu G,uru Govindo Guha. A proposal for tire appointment of a whole 
time Najtir was made during the year and sanctioned by Your Highness in 
Council with effect from the beginning of current official year. 


88 . The total amount of fees realised in the Copying Department during 
finm in ■ — • - j** was Rs. 2,753 against Rs, 2,724 of the 

v previous year shewing a decrease of Rs. 29. Out ol 

the total receipts, B*. 782 wore credited to the State and the balance was distri¬ 
buted Among copyists and comparing clerks. He statement given below 
shews the,number of copyists and comparing clerks‘employed in each court with 
their average monthly income 













89. Twenty eight H^her greeted twenty seven Lower grade^Pleedere, 


the State daring the year 

Pleidenhip Eiaminitlon, 


UIUVV DU* JttUAliVWIMN NUW WMW w»» — 

two Revenue Agents, practised in the Civil Courts of 

t - 

40. During the year under report no Examination 
was held for the enrolment ot Pleaders, Mukhteari Ac. 


4l. As Baba Jadub Chandra Chuckerbutty, Civil and Sessions Judge, is 
Sway on privilege leave and will not return to duty till the end of the current 
month, this report is submitted by me. 


I have the honor to be, , 
Your Highness’ most obedient servant, 

Pkita Nath Dotta, 

Offg. Civil and Sessions Judge , Cooeh Behar. 
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No. 96. 

Fhom 

Babu PRIYA NATH DUTT, 

t 

Offff. Registrar of Deeds, ’Cooch Behar. 


To 

The PRESIDENT op the STATE COUNCIL, 

COOCH BEHAR. 


Dated , Cooch Behar, the 4th July 1898. 


Your Highness, 

1 have the honor to submit the Annual Report of the Registration 
Department of the State for 1897-98. The Annual Returns, I to X are here-to 
appended. 

2. The office of Registrar of Deeds was held by Babu Jadub Chandra 
Chuckerbutty throughout the year except for 45 days from the 21st of April 
to the 4th of June 1897 when he was away on privilege leave and Babu Raj 
Krishna Das, Officiating Assistant Civil Judge, remained in charge. Babu Man 
Mohan Bnxi was in charge of the Sudder Sub-Registry Office during the year 
except for 2 months and 5 days from the 11th of December 1897 to the 15th of 
February 1898, when he was on leave and Babu Joy Gobinda Guha, b.a., 
officiated for him. The charge of the Dinhata Sub-Registry offico rested with 
Babu Hari Nath Basu, b.l., throughout the year. Babu Ashutosh Ghosh, b.l., 
held charge of the Mathabhanga Sub-Registry office throughout the year except 
from the 31st of May to the 29th of June 1897, when Babu Jagadbullav 
Biswas, m.a. b.l., Sub-Naib Ahilkar, remained in charge At Mekligunj the charge 
rested with Babu Padma Nath Das, b.l. Babu Harendra Narain Chowdhuri, b.l., 
remained in charge of the Toofangunj Sub- Registry office from the beginning of 
the year to the 6th of February 1898 and Babu Bama Charan Neogi, b.l., Sub- 
Naib Ahilkar, from the 7 th of February to the close of the year. All these 
officers were remunerated by fees at 25 per cent on total collections. 

3. The total receipts under fees, fineB and other heads during the year 
amounted to Rs. 7,385-5 against 418. 8,197-6 of the previous year shewing a 
decrease of Rs. 812-1. The decrease was due to the decrease in the number of 
deeds registered, which again was due to good harvests. 

4.. The total disbursements during the year amounted to Rs. 4,979-9-4 
against fy. 4,897-12-1 shewing an increase of Rs. *81-13-3. This increase was • 
attributable to the appointment of an Index clerk and a paid apprentice for the 
Registrar's and the Sudder Sub-Registrar’s offices respectively. 

5. The net gain to the State was Rs. 2,405-11-8 against Rs. 3,299-9-11 
of the pfevious year showing a decrease of Rs. 893-14-3. 

6. » Table No. 1 hereto annexed compares the number of deeds both com- 
pulsoty and optional registered during the past and the preceding years. ‘ The 
number of deeds, the registration of which was compulsory, came down from 
4,785 to 4,600 and that of which the registration was optional from 3,360 to 
,3,119 shewing a decrease of 426 deeds in all. * 

7. The variations aa regards the different kinds of documents registered * 
during the year 1896-97 and 1897-98 are shewn in Table II hereto appended. 
There was a decrease of 330 and 287 deeds under the beads “Leases” and “Obli- 
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g&tions for payment of money” respectively and an increase of 13,221 and 9 
deeds under the heads “mortgage”, “sales” and “acknowledgments of payment 
of consideration on account of immovable property” respectively. 

8. The decrease under Gifts, Wills and Miscellaneous was small and calls 
for no explanation. 

9. The number«of deeds registered in the different offices as shewn in 
Table III are given below:— 


Registrar’s and Sadder offices 


... ... 

... 2,274 

Dinhata office 


a. ... 

... 1,651 

Matbabhanga office. 

Mckhlignnj ditto 

Toofangun] ditto ... 


•a* 

... 1,988 
... 1,246 
... 568 



Total 

.. 8,145 

• • 


10. The ratio of the different classes of documents is shewn below:— 


Less os 


SftlfB 

Gifts ... * ... 

Acknowledgments for payment of money on consideration of immovable 
property ... 

Obligations for payment of money ... 

Wills 

Miscellaneous 


•4 
•08 
• -8 
•007 

■1 

•07 

■001 

•07 


11. During the year under report Babu Jadub Chandra Chuckerbuttv 

registered 50 documents against 64 of the previous year, veilding fees of Rs. 97-4 
against Rs. 207 of the year preceding. ' J 

12. The following table shews the number of deeds copied by each office 

during the year as also the number which remained to be copied at the end of 
the year:— . r ^ 


Offices. 

• 


Deeds copied. 

Remained to be 
copied on the 31st 

Registrar’s and Suddor Offices 

... 2,274 

March 1898. 

Dinhata 

. ditto 

... 1,646 

5 

Matbabhanga 

ditto 

... 1,985 


Mekligunj 

ditto 

... 1,246 


Toofangnnj 

ditto 

... 568 



^ctory. Ument8 " e “ t " ed ”” “ pied P T& £ m£ 

<*». rf *?£*££ wf"* ■«•*» 

registration was ordered and in 5 the* orders SaffiSS In 4 C **f 

a Six cases remained pending at the close of the year Sub ' fte » lstrarB confirmed - 

B ‘ b ° J * dul, ' Clh * , > d '* 


I have the honour to be, 

Your Highness’ most obedient servant, 

PRIYA NATH DUTT, * 
'°fo of Deeds , Oooch Bekar. 










( 10 ? ) 

No. 1468. 

From 

Babc AM BIT A LAL SEN, 

Accountant-General of the Cooch Behar State. 
To 


The VICE-PRESIDENT; STATE COUNCIL, 

COOCH BEHAR. 




Sir, 


Dated, Cooch Behar, the 26th July 1898. 

% 


I have the honour to submit herewith the Financial Report for tie 

year 1897-98. 

2. In the budget estimates for 1897-98 it was estimated that the revenue 

of the year would be Rs- 20,80,092 and the expenditure Re- 21,64,490, inclusive 
of the payment on account of the extension of the Cooch Behar Railway to the 
town and the Government loan of 3i lakhs of rupees, and that there would therefore 
be a deficit of Ra- 84,398. According to the revised estimates it was expected 
that the revenue would be Rs. 21,82,515, which was better than the original 
estimates by Rs. 1,02,423, and the expenditure Rs. 24,71,432, which was greater 
than the original estimate by Rs. 3,06,942, and that there? would also be a 
deficit of Rs. 2,88,917. , 

3. The actual accounts shew that the revenue was Rb. 22,39,668, being 
better than the budget estimates by Rs. 1,59,576, and than the revised estimates 
by Rs. 57,153; that the expenditure web Rs. 24,12,101 being greater than the 
budget estimates by Rs. 2,47,611 but less than the revised estimates by 
Rs. 59,331. Thus the deficit of Rs. 84,398 in the budget estimate was increased 
to Rs. 1,72,433 in the actuals. If the adjustment of the balance of the Selim Tea 
Company's share account had not been made, the actual deficit would have been 
Rs. 72,433 only. 

REVENUE. 


4. The revenue collections* under the following heads of the budget are 
much, better than those Bhewn in the revised estimates, in spite of earth-quake 
and floods which happened during the year under report. This satisfactory 
result iq attributable to improvement in the prospects of crops and to better 
collections:— • 



(a) Land Revenue 
(¥) Stamps 
(e) Excise 


Civil Court 
Education 



if) Public Works 
(p) Sundries 
fh) Darjeeling 
(t) Chaklajat • 

(j) Ooooh Behar State Railway 


Reriaod. 

Actual. 

Bi. 

Hi. 

11,98,800 

12,18,495 

1,61,780 

1,80,829 

76,000 

76,136 

• 200 

497 

5,600 

. 6,326 

23,000 

28,788 

2,874 

3,226 

45,026 

50,875 

3,88,970 

4,23,543 

60,000 

62,656 
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The following items show decreases in revenue, the necessary explanations 

of which are given against each:— ReviMd; letui 

(«) Household. 43 - 18 « ^ 

The decrease is due to non-disposal of 15 elephants and. other causes. 

(A) Interest gn loan ■■■ ••• ^,780 _ 1,668 

The decrease is due to non-recovery of interest from parties. 

(c) Sundries ... ••• ••• 7,500 5,903 

The decrease is due to over-estimate under the head “Lapsed deposit . 

(d) Registration ... ••• 9,000 7,888 

There was a large decrease in the number of deed registered, and conse¬ 
quently in the amount of fees realized, owing to famine and earth-quake: hence 
the decrease. *« 


(e) Criminal Justice ... — 4,800 4,558 

The decrease is due to over-estimate as very approximate J timate is not 
possible, owing to the fluctuating character of the receipts under the several 
heads of the criminal budget. 

(/) Jail '... ... ... 5,156 3,892 

, The decrease is due to falling off in the number of working prisoners and to 
stoppage of extra-mural labor during the cholera epidemic. 

(g) Debutter ... ... ... 1,09,000 1,07,909 

The cause of the decrease is explained by the Dewan in the following * 
lines:— 


“The actual collection under Debutter amounted Rs. 1,11,035 which exceeded the cur¬ 
rent demand o r Rs. 1,09,232 by Rs. 1,803 and the amount provided in the revised budget 
by Rs. 2,035. There were monies in the hands of the collecting officers at the close of the year 
and the deficit of Rb. 1,091 was entirely due to short remittances from Sub-divisions”. 

(A) Simla Estate ... ... ... 7,949 . 7,651 

The decrease'is due to non-recovery of the amount for taxes from the ten¬ 
ants. , 

(i) Panga Estate ... ... ... 27,394 22,603 

The decrease is due to short collection. 


EXPENDITURE. 


5. The following statement will show the changes on the original figpres 
in the budget, and as such changes have had the sanction of the authorities no 
explanations in detail seem necessary. But certain facts may be generally recorded 
here to show how the actuals have so greatly exceeded the original estimates. 
It may he briefly stated here that during the year among other additional ex¬ 
penditure Rs. 1,11,000 were adjusted to “profit and loss account” being the irre¬ 
coverable balance of Selim Tea Company’s shafe and the remission of loan granted 
to certain individuals; and Rs. 1,77,449 were paid for earth-quake repairs • and 
construction. 1 r 


I HmitehoU .— 


(a.) His Highness' personal expenses 
(A.) Payment of bills 
(c.) Bajbari garden 

I 

Total of His Highness’personal expenditure 

(d.) Maintenance of Rajguns 4c. and education of 
Maharajkumar 

(*.) Philkhana and Sthble ..1 " 

if-) Band 

<p.) Miscellaneous 

(A.) Fund for His Highness’ children ..." 


Original. Revised.* Actual. 

Rs. Ri. Rs. 

3,00,000 3,00,000 3,00,000 
1,50,000 1,50,000 1,49,874 
6,000 6,000 6,012 

4,56,000 4,56,000 *4,55,386 

82,984 88,458 87,669 

48,807 47,894 48,082. 
88,U0 82,340 23,815 

45,768 45,779 42,565 

50,000 50,000 50,000 



11. Admhdsbratim.-- 
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1. Control 

1 General ... * 

Public Works department 

3. Revenue iss m 

4. Low and Justice 
III. Debatter ... 

IT. fin Highness’ Estates. 


(a) 

12 

V. Co 


Simla Estates 
Darjeeling „ 

Chaklajat „ 

) Panga „ 

Cooch Behar State Railway 





Original, ■, Bemad. Aetaal. 
Ba. Be. Be. 

... 70,050 1,90,801 1,87,739 

... 3,13,970 1 3,30,880 ) 8,16,590) 
... 1,25,131/2,29,703/2,17,7871 
... 2,49,73/ 2,37,159 2,29,036 


... 51,693 

I 52,256 

49,659 

... 45,358 

45,801 

45,518 

4,447 

4,447 

3.723 

35,116 

1,02,886 

96,631 

2,50,744 

2,51,753 

2,43,403 

18,861 

18,861 

17,970 

39,766 

47|000 

47,499 


Total 


19,10,066 22,20,753 21,61,422 


6. The following explanations are given regarding^the excess expenditure 
over the revised figures:— * 


Bevised. 

Ea. 


(a) Philkhann and Stable ... ... 47.394 

The increase is due to underestimate under “Khedda.” 

( b .) Cooch Behar State Railway ... ... 47,000 

The increase is due to under estimate. 


Actual. 

Be. 

48,082 


47,499 


7. Earth-quake Expenditure .—The following payments were made during 


the year:— 

Palace... ... ... ... Rs. 46,457 

Woodlands ... ... ... ,, 1,729 

Other State buildings ... ... „ .48,948 

Daijeeling house ... ... ... „ 14,308 

Construction of Rockville and Chevremont 
and repairs to Hermitage at Daijeeling... „ 44,610 

Cooch Behar State Railway ... ... „ 19,304 

Chaklajat Estate ... ... ... „ 2,093 


1,77,449 

8. Cooch Behar State Railway.—This line has suffered greatly from earth¬ 
quake and floods. The original estimate was for 70,000 which was reduced 
to R» 60,000 in the revised estimate on account of the suspension of traffic in 
consequence of the earth-quake and flood. 

The net earnings of this Railway were Re- 84,461 against Rs- 39,070 in 
1896-9£ shewing a decrease of R» 4,609. R» 19,304 which were not included 
in the ordinary expenditure were paid by the State on account of earth-quake 
and flood,repairs. 

9. Darjeeling Estates. —This estate has also suffered great loss during the 
year from the earth-quake of the 12th June. The following houses were 
destroyed and though die collections shew better result than the amount pro¬ 
vided in' the revised budget, yet the actual loss to the estate on account of rent 
n»y be pulldown to over R» 8,000. 

Rockville 
Chevremont 
Castleton 
Sonny site 

v. Snowy view 

The receipts of this estate were Re- 50,875 against Re 61.928 in 1896-97. 
The arretr of rent Rw 8,81&on the 81st March 1898, *as higher than that on 
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the same date in 1896-97. The cash balance at the end of the year was 
Rs. 6,236-3-3. 

10. Chaklajat Estate—The collections of this estate are fer better than 

those in 1896-97 as the following figures will shew:—. . 

1896- 97 ... — — Rs- • 3,60,426 

1897- 98* ... ... n 4,23,543 

They are better than the revised estimate by Rs. 34,573 which is satisfactory. 
The expenditure is less than the revised estimate by Rs. 8,850. The cash 
balance on the 31st March 1898 was Rs 1,09,108-0-9 against Rs. 97,633-5-10 
in 1896-97. 

11 . Panga Estate. —Against an estimate of Rs. 27,394, Rs. 22,653 have 
been the collections of the year shewing a deficit of Rs. 4,791. The cause of 
this short collection has been explained by the Manager in the following lines:— 

“The short collection was due to the bad after-effects of the failure of the crops in 
1896-97. The condition of the people continued to be bad np to August 1897.” 

12. Oooch Behar Railway Capital Outlay Account. —Out of Rs. 10,1(0,679 
placed at the disposal of tl\g Manager, Eastern Bengal State Railway, Rs. 9,89,086-9-4 
have been accounted for by the Examiner of Accounts, Eastern Bengal State 


Jailway, in the following manntr:— 




Open line, final heads ... 

Rs. 7,84,532 

15 

9 

Extension to Cooch Behar town 

„ 1,82,299 

2 

7 

Stores in stock &c. 

„ 22,254 

7 

0 

Tctal ... 

Rs. 9,89,086 

9 

4 


13. Government Loan for the construction of the Cooch Behar State Rail¬ 
way. —For the last two years no instalments have been paid towards the re¬ 
duction of the loan of 8 lakhs of rupees. During the year Government has 
further granted a- loan of 2 lakhs of rupees for the extension of the Cooch Behar 
line to Alipore which has been placed at the disposal of the Manager, Eastern 
Bengal State Railway. The balance of the Government loan on the 31st March 
1898 was Rs. 6,54,931 -13-3 exclusive of interest for 1897-98. 

14. Government Loan of 3^ lakhs. —This has been fully repaid daring the 
year. Rs. 23,954-12-7 on account of interest has been charged to service head 
instead of to debt head of the budget. 

15. Colinton House at Darjeeling.— Out of Rs. 1,50,000 at which the house 
had been purchased Rs. 33,300 towards the principal and Rs. 11,053-2-0 the 
interest, have been paid up to the end of the year under report leaving a balance 
of R.s. 1,16,700 due by the State. 

1<>. Fund for His Highness' Children.— The sum of Rs. 1,50,000 has already 
been invested in Government Promissory notes out of the money 
to this Fund. 

17. 1) Fire Insurance Fund.— Rs. 2,900 have been invested in 

Government Promissory notes and Rs. 25-11-6 remain as balance of this, fund on 
the 31st March 1898. 

<: 

18. Cash Balance. —When the revised estimates were framed it was 
anticipated that the year would close with a Cash Balance of Rs. 9,06,405, that 
is Rs. 98,734 better that the amount originally estimated. In the actuals how¬ 
ever it amounted to Rs. 10,54,145 which' was better than the revised estimates 
by Rs. 1,47,740. It may be remarked that this balance does not exclusively 
belong to the State as besides the Government money to the extent of 
Rs. 1,38,943 it‘includes the several kinds of deposits held by the State.. However 
the net cash balance of the State may be compared with the estimate as below — 

Aotntl. „ 

5,14,714 
1,09,108 


Estimate. 

Cooch Behar State ... ... 3,93,609 

Chaktyat ... ... ... 1,03,883 
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The very great difference between the estimated figures and the actuals 
lies in the fact that the actual collections w6re better than the amount estimated 
for, and that the expenditure was less than the amount sanctioned and provided 
in the Budget. The increase in the Cash Balance is also due to recovery of 
advances and to other miscellaneous receipts. 

19. Remarks upon the work of the Department .—All the Assistants have 
worked to my entire satisfaction especially Babu Shyam Sunder Chuckerbutty, 
an intelligent, painstaking and diligent Second Assistant. 

20. Returns .—’The Statement No. I shews the revenue and expenditure, 
No. II the receipts and disbursements, No. ill the actual Ledger balances on 
the 31st March 1898 and No. IV the Cooch tiehar State Railway Loan account; 
all th^se are appended hereto for reference. 


I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
AnnniTA Lal Sen, 

Accountant-General, Cooch Behar State■ 
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Statement A. 

; s Bmomt or oooniun ana fob thttub 1897 - 98 . 

qf duet instituted by tomptaini u a Magistrate or by Magistrate SEGMOTU 
m theyear 1897-98. 





^ 118 . Abetment of offenoe not committed, La. ........... 

<117 .. Abettingcommission of oflenooby public, fee. ... 

V118,119.. Ooooeallngdeeigntocommit offence, Ac. 


CLAUD I ,—Ofentts aga\ntt the Slate,public tranquillity, safety, and Justice. 
I 111 to 198,188.... | Offences relating to Army And Nary. 


I 2m 0261,487, and Offences relating to coin, i tun pa, and GoTamment ... 

471. note*. 

4 212,216. Harbouring an offender... 


924 to228 . Other offences against public justice.. 


I 143to 139,187,168. Rioting or unlawful aaecmbly. 1 

7 140,170,171.[personating public servant or soldier . 


CLASS ll.~~Serinvt offtnttt agaisut the person. 


II 807 .. Attempt* at murder 

14 104, IM . Culpable homicide .. 


15 871 ... | Rape . 

II 177 .I Unnatural offennw . 


17 217, 218. Exposure of Infanta or concealment of birth. 

12 106,302.102. Attempt at, and abetment of, euiolde .! ... 


12 122, 111, 188. Grievous hurt for Ihe purpom of extorting property 

or confession or deterring public servant. 

M 122,118,136...... Grieroue hurt ... 


31 >28 .. Administeringstupefyingdrug*tocausehurt. 

22 127,120,812. Hurt for purpoee of extorting property or ounfoaslon ... 

or dilcirtug publlo iMr ant 

21 124 . Hurt by dangerous weapon... 

34 Ml to 129 ....... Kidnapping or abduction... 3 

Si til to 241 . Wrongful confinement and restraint In Men* or for ... 

* purpose of extortion. 

32 172,178... iV'.i i\'Tin*;, or unlawfully obtaining a minor for ... 

.■r ... 


27 171 .. Habitually dealing In slaves.... 

28 161,224,162,129.. Criminal force to public • arrant or woman, or In 

attempt tu commit theft or wrongfully oonflne. 

» Mil.Ill ...... Bub ornegligentactoaosiugdeathergrieronahurt.. I 


. H U M UL 4 hH> it ttffeucti pgainM person and property, er 
sfftriMf prvptHy only. 

" m, in. flurtt,...... 

11 Ml.u,..,,,. FnpuiUm m4uwbU, for dauB,. 

„ . M*m by potooaow or itupetytng drug*.. 

( broat/nuM. 















































































I.-] 


Rsnnm of oofanxms ossa ros Tfli tub 1897-98. 

i a MagutraU or by Magistrate BOUMOlU 
is the year i857-98. 


CLAH III .—Unions effntee against person and property or 
cfttiM* properly only. - (Continued.) 


MS, Ml 


170, Ml, 981, 410 
to 488,486 to 440. 
498,499. 


464,4m, 467 to 4(H) 


449 to 449 . 

411,411 . 

111,400,401. 


/In dwelling-house 

Robbery .< on the highway between nnut 

I and smi me. 

\otlier robberies. 

Sarloni mischief and cognate offenoei . 

e 

Miaohtef by killing, potooning, or maiming any animal 

Lurking house-trepan or house-breaking with Intent 
to commit an offence, or having mode proparatlon 
for hurt. 

Hou so-trepan *^th ■ view to commit an offence or 
having made preparation for hurt. 

Beodving stolen property by dacoity or habitually 

Belonging to gangs of thugs, dacolta, robbers, bo .. 

Total. 


CLA8B IV.— Minor offences against Use person. 


841 to 844 
186,817 .. 
174 . 


Wrongful restraint and confinement. 

Bash set earning hurt or endangering life. 
Compulsory labour 

r Total 

CLA8B V. Minor offences against property. 

W> ' 481 . . Liking hoase-Acspua or house-breaking 

f of cattle ... 

(ordinary 

Criminal breach of trust 
Beodving stolen property 

Criminal or bonse-traspasi . 

Breaking closed receptacle . 

Total. 

ObAM VI.-OMrr offences not speeded above. 


879 to 683 

406 to 408 
411,414 .. 

447,448 .. 

r. 

461,463 .. 


Theft.. 


394,307 

Chapter VTIL, O.p. 
O. and Act IX. 
Of 1874. 


bbacr uie acm 


u inter sue 
■pedfiea 


I aa&si 

V. of 1801, and 
| other Munl- 

v olpalor local la we 

Other aneolai and 
local laws cog¬ 
nisable by Pol ioe 


Oflenom against religion 
| Vagrancy and bad character. 

'—O*«oes against Oambllng Act. 

—Excise Laws 

-Opium Act 

—Hallway Laws .«. 

—Balt and custom Laws. 

.—Anns Act 

Stamp Act. 

^Puljlio am) looal nulsanoes 


j Oo«h Mur IbhnMtt, let , ^ lm 



nrfs 














































































mtctm or ooomuu cans rot m not 1897-98. 


fplt II.—fk<W <4 Perto** etmeerntd in txutj mitituteii If eompUnt to a ifogirtratt or ijt Uagikrait Suemetu 


i 


a « 

1 1 i 

S! * 


DBBOBIPTIOir OF CRIME. 


... Abetment of oflenoa not committed, lie, 

■ ... Abetting commission of offence by public, I 
... OoBceaUng design to commit offence 


CLAM T. —Offeneu agabut Ms %taU, public tranquillity, utftty and Juttiei. I——- 

111 to IN. 188 ... i Offences relating to Army end Navy.| ... 

381 to 909, 360 to Offences relating to coin, stamps end Government . • - 


* 381 to 300, 360 to Offences relating to coin, stamps and 

308,467 and 471 Notes. 

i 813,316 . Harbouring an offmder . 

5 334 to 336 . Other offences against publlo justice 

« 141 to 168,107,168 Rioting, unlawful assembly . 

7 140,170,171 ... £enonating pnbllo servant or soldier 



IB II.—ArHeuj off turn aqaintt (As ptrton, 

! ( by tbngs . 

“» rtn St ::: 

l Poison . 

Other murders . 

Attempt at murder . 

Culpable homicide . 

?»P° ••• - . 


635,836,836 

326. 

827,880,082 


871 ... . 

868,864,866,867. 


i SI 


II li j js 



■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . . S. ■ -« - o .iroperty 

or confession. 

Grievous hurt . 

Administering stupefying drugs to cause hart “. 
Hurt for purpose of extorting property or confession 

Hurt by dangerons weapon . 

Kidnapping or abduction . 

Wrongful confinement and restraint In secret or for 
pursues of extortion. 

Selling, letting, or unlawfully obtaining a minor for 
prostitution. 

Habitually dealing In eleven . 

Criminal Force to pnbllo eervant nr woman, or Iri 
attempt to ooramlt theft or wrongfully confine. 
Rash or negligent not oaualng death or grievous hurt... 



OLABH III.—ffertetu offmrei aqaimt perto a and property, or agalnet 
property only. 

886,187,888 ... Daooity . 

888,403 . Preparation and assembly for daooity 

114,191,111 ... Bobborj with hnrt ( dn »* 

(In dwelllng-honae ...' ..." "" 

183,808 . Robbery., J on tbehlghwny between sunset and enorlie 

(other robberita . 

370,381,3B3,480 to Serlona mischief and ougnate offences 
488.186 to 440. 

428,499 . Mischief hy killing, poisoning Aw . 

464,466,467 to 460 Lurking honse-treapase or house-breaking with In¬ 
tent to commit an offenoe, or having made prepara¬ 
tion for hurt. 

448 to dlS. Honse-trapaM with a view to commit an offenos 

or having made preparation for hnrt. 

413,418 . Receiving stolen property by daooity or hlhltually... 

>11,400,401 ... Belonging to the gange of deoolte, thugs Ac. 


CLAM IV .—Minor off meet againtt the perion. 

10 841 to 844 ... ... I Wrongful restraint Hnd confinement. 

11 886,897 ... *.. Rash act causing hurt or endangering life ... 

18 874 .I Compulsory labour . 

Total 

Class V .—Minor ojftnea aqalmt property. 

II 413,466 . Lurking hoose-treepasa or house-breaking ... 

“ ... tmi .j -££ ;;; 

J6 406 to 408 ... Criminal breach, of trust . 

IS lil'fif —a Rfioelving stolen property . 

II *iJ>448 ... Criminal or house-trespass . 

18 461,461 ... Breaking doted receptacle . 


■ ‘ CLAM VI.— Otlkyr of eneet not ipeci/Ud above, 

5®*? HI,.. ._"i| Oflsnoes against religion 
Chapiter Vin. 'J.P.C. Vagrancy and bad character ... 
and Aot IX off 1174 . 


'Cognisable offenoea under the OatnbUng Art 


« . .A 'i. ——BXCINAAWI 

Cogs liable oflenoM --Railway Laws 

Rnfcf.W Aota <--gait and ouston Laws 

■Ph**L j——Btage end (Srriafo Ac 


•Biamp Art ... 


, US: ,!■. 

SSHrSTu 1 ! L Publlo and looal nuisAnoes ... . 

OtUr special and )' 

[CwcHiterFUteTA* .. 

iMe py roties. j 


' Total . 
Gram total 
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m, U4.u« ui 


( fay puuoii ... 

(Hh*r nunWr* 

Au*'iii|i*4 a! uinrJur 
Culpatik 1 bnuU'jiJn 
H«|h> 

l?nuatur«l offw* 

K\|>iMiin« «f Infant* or njnfonlinent ol birth 
AU'-mut at »i.d alaUuwnl o|, Mik'lite 
orW<*i*faurf fi*r tin |mr|*«iu of i,xt.ir*lnu property or 
nr deurrintf public imrvMit 
Urfa t'ni* hurt 

A'feiiiuiMimw •tuprryiiiR drujr» to obum hurt 
I * i« «' ji* ;«!■ ■ or oonfaMloa ur 

llurt fay't uiRitfun* «i<n(i<iQ 
or abJiw'.lwi 

Wriv.4. '<.'tflii'-nu>ut mid p»tralnl lo mit-nH or for pur 
pn*e >•( •;*ti>ni«m 

hrltintr, faiMiuuf or unlawfully oliUiniiilng a minor fur 
fir Hi.rl ill iiifl .... ... 

i'a . , » i»a 

• • *i. i ■ ■» <i> rim-.r 


I04A, SM .. ... I EUafa or iirytUffW* act caimrn* dnatfa or grief on* hart .. 
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■Amtuat statement of prisoners of all classes in the Coach Behar Jail far At year 1897-98. 


C * ) 


































































•toting *4 out-tAn of tM* mmu/actmr* of (ft, C«t* A tor J*a <tomg A* *«. JW-^ 












































' shearing the value of labour of prisioneri employed in the Cooch Behar Jail during the year 1897-98. 








































































Statement shewing the cost of the Cooch Bihar Jail during the yea t 1897*98. 






















( * ) 

PUBLICf WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

• • 

COOCH BIHAB 8TATE. 


Abitraet iff Animal Expenditure qf tin Public Work* Department for the year 1897-98. 



EXPENDITURE FOB 18M-VT. 

EXPENDITURE FOB 1897-9*. 

HEAD Or SERVICE. 





Anomrr. 

Total. 

Amount. 

Total. 

. • 

Rs. A. P. 

Be. A. P. 

Rs. A, P. 

Rs. A. P. 

Omioihal Wouki.’ 





Civil Buildings 

81,208 11 11 


18,350 4 2 


Miscellaneous Public 

1,044 8 6 


1,097 7 0 


Improvements. 





Forests . 

1,985 6 0 


5,800 11 4 


Total Original works... 


34,238 10 5 


20,248 6 6 

• Rkpaibs. 



Civil Buildings 

28,949 0 10 


1,17,888 6 0 


Military 

273 10 6 


168 0 9 


Miscellaneous Public 

26 12 6 


84 14 6 


Improvements. 





Total repairs 


29,249 7 10 

ft 

1.17.R14 5 H 

Tools and Plant 

1,708 S 9 

1,708 3 9 

3,377 8 0 

• 

3,877 8 0 

Public Works Estab- 

19,884 4 6 

l 

20,288 15 0 


lisbment. 





Dnk Bungalow Estab- 

1,358 3 3 


1,652 11 0 


lisbment. 





Conservancy Establish. 

522 15 3 


538 1 9 


ment. 





Forest Do. 

240 0 0 


284 0 0 


Artisans’ School Do... 

983 6 0 


942 0 0 


• • 

, Lsnsdowne Hall do, ... 

* 959 15 3 


1,098 5 9 




2S.RQB 12 S. 


24,744 1 R 

Maintenance of State 

6,324 6 8 

6,824 6 8 

6,618 8 9 

6,613 3 9 

carts. 





Profit and loss 
* 



223 4 9 

223 4 9 

Gbakd Total ... 


95,414 8 6 


1,72,820 18 9 

• 


• 

* 


Kxdak Nub Maiohdab, 
SuptriuUwUnt of Worit, P. W. Dept. 















( ) 

PUBLIC WOBJKS DEPABTMENT. 


COOCH BIHAB STATE. 


Annual Statement of Expenditure of the P. W. Dept, for the pear 1897-9& 



Original Works. 

Civil Puitdingi. 


R|. A». P.iRi Ai. P.iBs. As P." Bs. As. P 


1 Addition to guest-house for tlio Principal 
1 Addition to Fnlbnri Dispensary 
8 Ciril Surgeon's Bongglow 

4 Constructing t well in Ilia Military Linn slid 

raising tho plinth «f the Barrack. 

5 House fur Quarter guards 

4 HoVdsli Gndown 

7 Pncca honss for the Ciril Judge ... 

5 Puces Cutrhnry at Dinhata 
B Lightning Conductor 

lU Temple it Meokligunj ... ... 

II Tnofangunj Cutohory 

Wells at Htib-dirisioual Lockups 
Thatched honso for fiajmata ... 

Execrating a Tank on tho East of Woodlands ... 
16 Best honso et Fulbari 

16 Post office at Fnlbery ... 

17 Bi'st house at Haldiliarj- 

IS Wooden partition in Mritligunj kutchcry 
ID Excavating a well in the Compound of Kajmnta... 

20 (-Ir a Blngalow for the Superintendent 

of Btate 

21 Constructing kutcha Stable in the Palace Com¬ 

pound 

22 Addition to tin shed for His Highness’ occupation 
28 Providing Electric light io the Palace 

24 Postmortem honso at Haldibari ... 

26 Wooden railing in Dotrany and Fonsdnry office... 

26 Potty works done in Palace Stable... 

27 Unforeseen ... 

Totel original works C. B. 

Jftsceffaneoni Puttie Impmnnunti. 

28 Hilknty Garden 

22 Nilkuty play ground “Gymkhana ", 

Total Miac. P. Improvement ... * 


515 8 0 

489 11 9 

2,998 13 9 

774 15 0 85 9 0 

78 6 8 

938 6 2 

10.662 2 9 8,291 8 3 
6,492 14 3 
1,545 8 0 
800 0 0 
8,188 4 9 
691 7 0 
581 4 6 
762 0 9 
616 2 9 

. 849 12 9 

. 172 10 8 

. 67 18 9 

687 0 3 88 4 0 


2,947 12 8 


689 11 9 
85 9 « 
78 5 | 
2,291 5 J 



281 S 0 


13 12 6 
27 18 6 


849 12 9 
172 10 8 
£7 18 9 
83 4 0 
2,947 12 8 

2,417 3 0 

2,026 14 6 
1,398 4 9 
41 1 3 

18 12 6 
27 IS 6 


81.208 11 11 18,808 10 21 41 10 0 j 18,880 4 2 


I 


1,040 8 B 1,097 7 0* 
5 8 


1.044 8 6 1,097 7 0 


30 Forest In General ... 

31 Planting and protecting trees 
82 Uanufactnra of sleepers 

• 

Total Porast 


1.180 9 8 1,622 13 7 

866 12 9 915 6 9 

8,262 7 0 



Oarriad over Total Original works 



1,097 7 0 


1,027 7 0 


1,622 18 7 
918 6 9 
8,282 7 0 


MOO 11 6 


*6,288 10 # 120,206 « 6 j 41 10 0 








































( xSi ) 

■R —Statement showing the Jait offmcet and the nature of punishmentt infiktu 

during the year 1897-98. 


• 

* 

* 

Jail offense*. 

Description of pnniahmSnta. 

• 

. 

Ho. at convict*. 



' Oorporal pnniahments 

1 



Loss of marks 

14 

Haring forbidden articles ia poiseuion, stealing 
and other offence* against prison descipline. 


Degraded from warder's posh... 

1 


Warning 

1 

■ 


Put in iron 

« 

9 



. Solitary cell 

• 




86 


Phiya Nath Dorr, 
Officer incharge of the Jail. 











Statement shelving the General Receipt* and Disbursements of the Sub-divisional Lock-ups during the year 1897-98. 



‘xxflQ ttcvu varaj 






















HUD 0# Blind. 



H y pu rfWnn /y INT-N. 


Barth-quaka 


Bs. A). P. 

Brought forward Original work* ... 184,tag JO 6 


Repair*, 

v_.“ / OWIIMMiyi. 

Anred* Moree'i Dharmasal* with out-housei 
Artinus' school with oat-housea ... 
Bandsmen's Bungalow with oat-houses 
Brthmo Somu Building 
Boarding Institution witlv out housas 


Git il Surgeons Bungalow in Palace 

Civil Surgeon’s house at Jfilkuty (Ciicnit house)... 

D4k Bnngolow with out-houses (Sadder) 

Dik Bungalows with out-houses in Mofusail ... 
Dewan's Lodging with out-houses 
Dew/m’s office with Treasury and other ont-hoases 
Dew any and Fousdary Court ... 

Dispensary with out-houses 
Dispensaries in Mofnssil 

Elephant shods paddy golah and other out houses 
Eurasian Girls school ... 

Furniture Godown 

Gymkhana house 

Improyement of PalacA Ground 

Jail wall with Jailor's office and Gnsrd house ... 

Jails in fonr 8ub-dirisions 

Cuteheries in four Sub-divisions ... ... 

Lansdowne Hall 

Library building ... ... .... 

Model school buildings in Mofuseil ... 

Three Nativo Guest-houses 

“ Ont-houses of tho Palace | ••Kumlia" 

Palace with ont-honses... 

Post office and Post Master's Lodging 

Post Offices in Mofnssil 

Public Works office^ Godown Ac. ... 

Quarters for the Accountant-General 
Quarters for the Physician to their Highness' ... 
Quarters for the Minister of N. D. Church .., 
Quarter for the Assistant Surgeon ... 

Ditto for. Sub-Divisional Officers 
Ditto ter Personal Assistant to His Highness... 
Hajratta's Puocs house 

Record office with East wing of the Central building 
Repairs to Rajundm 

School Buildings, (Jenkins', Vernacular School A 
Bunity College ) 

Superintendent of State's office 
Stables and Coach honse 
State Pilki house# 

State Stables at Nilkooty with out-bouiea 
Sadder Police Station ... ... ... 

Superintendent of State's house with outhouses 


88 4 6 
281 10 8 
874 7 8 
887 0 8 
887 1 9 
60 8 9 
16 7 8 
878 8 6 
824 8 0 
818 10 0 


480 12 9 
177 1 6 
881 6 9 
480 IS 1 
281 1 8 
871 8 6 
990 1 8 
866 8 9 
1,189 14 9 
200 4 6 
16 11 6 
198 7 6 
1,537 18 9 11,281 11 

184 2 0 1 
868 2 0 

185 3 9 
260 0 8 

24 18 9 
849 0 0 
188 5 9 
1,949 8 8 
998 10 9 
8,990 1 8 
US 0 8 
881 0 0 389 11 3 

499 8 0 269 1 9 

94 1 9 
62 2 6 
67 4 0 
179 11 0 
568 12 3 11,648 13 
188 8 O' 

265 11 9 
606 0 0 
1,224 8 0 1,43? 12 9 
1,042 6 8 

857 8 9 
486 8 9 




Rt. At. P 
20,948 6 8 


121 5 6 
58 10 9 
881 7 3 


Carried ovsr Repairs ... 28,481 1 4 |10,097 9 

.Carried over Original work* .i. 84,888 10 5 



198 8 4, 

121 8 6l 1,266 W 


161 4 

6 

1*8 11 

8 

811 6 

0 

1,804 1 

8 

449 6 

0 

19 9 

9 

260 10 

9 

1,886 18 

•1 

6,448 11 

7 

1,186 16 10 

828 4 

6 

565 10 

6 

186 IS 

8 

870 7 

0 

807 0 

0 

4,005 4 

6 

318 8 

0 

8,282 0 

1 

250 9 

9 

1,"54 4 

8 

778 7 

9 

1,381 11 

0 

258 12 

0 

892 12 

8 

4,817 2 

9 

636 9 

» 

685 18 

0 

886 2 

0 

8,768 6 

1 

647 0 

8 

42,470 2 

8 

362 0 

8 

829 11 

8 

406 12 

8 

171 11 

8 

168 8 

9 

87 15 

6 

126 8 

0 

1,648 18 

8 

6 4 

0 

2,108 18 

0 

2,828 It 

8 

>1,489 15 

3 


3,339 14 7 
2,871 80 

49 7 0 
158 8 4 
1,618 11 5 


79457 1 10| 9f,587 8 7 















































( xriii* ) 

0 • •;* : 

Unud Statement of Etpenditure of iht P. W. DtjU /or Ae gtor 1897-98. 


Hiioor Kiinci. 


Eipmditin 
for 1306*97 



Brought Conrad Origin*! work* 


Brought [onwd Repair* 


tqwin. 

• Ciril BuiUmfi (Cmtkutij 
Temple* hi "Town" ... 

Temple* in “MofoHil" 

Tat godown ... 



*• ■* K P , 
20,148 | 
UfiV g 


7T7 6 ; 


“ Woodland*” 



Honoring Bobrioo al Police ... * 

Do. other State building! ... 
Superintendent of Stable* quarter ... 
Jenkin*' School now need ae Dowau'i office 


■ 179 M 

1,728 5 6 4 , 42 * 4 | 


6,260 1 5 5,260 1 


6,181 10 6 5,184 10 


698 11 9 


Settlement office 


8,685 3 8 8,659 2 


Latrine to the Police Line 


Police end Military Uoepital 
Accommodation of School, College/Palace liable) 


Carriage died 


Heornthhenni 

Unforeecm 

Total Repain Ciril Bnildiug 

$ 

Military. 

Bamcki, liable* and mngaiine ... 

Total Military 

MimUaumt Public Imfmtmnlt. 

Tuka, welle 4 t , in Mofnaail ... 

Total Mia. p. Improremat... 



185 6 I 


28,919 0 IP 113,458 6 II 


378 10 6 166 0 


273 10 6 I 166 0 


wOSm 

































K ** ,:} 


p.w.rnpijirAtmm 



hub of nimoa. 


Brought forward 

Ditto Original works ... 34,238 10 6 

Ditto Bepaire ... 29,349 7 10 [18,702 10 216,778 0 l|97,l*3 11 0 


H.. A. P; 


20,2*8 « #' 


Ditto Tooli nd pitot 

Hi Maintenance of State Carte 
»• 

PstaWiiAment.—P. JP. Dspartmmt, 
PS Engineer 

109 Upper Subordinates ... 

110 Lower ditto ... : 

111 Petty . 

;I3 Office 

118 Iona AgencT . 

114 Travelling allowances... 

113 Contingeuciei 


■ Total Public Works Establishment.119.814 4 6 [80,28316 

Dak Bungalow Eilalliihmtnt. 

116 Salaries ... 

Hi Contingencies 

Total Dak Banglow Establishment 
‘ Conitrvancy Eitahlwhmnt. 

118 Salary 

119 Contingencies 

Total conservancy Establishment 

120 Forest establishment ... 


, Lantdowne Hall EttahtMmmt. 

121 Selary ... 

122 Contingencies ,M 

. Totil. 

• Arlitani 1 ic hool. 

123 ▲rtiftna’i school 

Total EstaUiahment ...[23,898 12 8 

124 Ptoflt sod loss • ... ... .. 


161 & 8 
808 10 0 


939 16 S 1.098 6 9 





1,098 6 9 


9*1 0 0 


14,14* 1 6 


229 4 9 


Tbttt final Heads ... 96,414 8 4 













































< « ). 

Xtedkmtm Rmpts of the Public WorkDeparttmt /#fl897-98, 


k 'i/s: • | 

Bn 

(BEAD 8EBTI0I. 

imn. . 

• 

UI7«. . ’ 

|fo. ; 

: . ! 


Total. » 

AMoun. 

fauu : 



Ri A. P. 

Bi. A. P. 

. Ra. A. P. 

Bi. AP. 

.1 

Kin. RtwipU of P. W' DtpwtnAt ... 

2,547 0 0 


11,878 2 11 


' * 

Ml proceed* of nk. timbtn ilwpen&c. 

1,810 14 0 


9,870 6 1 


4 

Immm of Suit eiik 

7,007 0 9 


6,857 7 8 



r 

Totil Rnpee* ... 


11,421 4 9 


48,506 0 8 


Kedah Nath Mazumdar, 

Superintendent of Work, P. W, Dept. 










( **i ) 

Aktratt of Amul Expmdttur* of At Communication Impmmtnt Fund fjr they tar 18974)8. 


• 

. ... ' . _ • - - •• 

EXPENDITURE FOB 18M-87. 

EXPENDITURE FOB 1187-18. 

• 

Ki. A. P. 

■ 

Ei. A. P. 

Bi. A. F. 

Bi. A. P, 

rigintl Communication I. Fond 

18,601 11 10 


* 22,881 2 0 


npiin Communication L Fond 

26,635 4 7 


27,645 0 7 


Dtal Communication I. Fund 

• 

45,237 0 5 


50,526 2 7 

a 

• Mill 


. • 


Kkdak Nath Mazdmdar, 

Superintendent of Workt, P. W. Dept. 












h X™ ) 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

p 

COOCH BCHaB state. 

Annual Statement of eipenditure of the Communication Improvement Fund for the year 1891-68. 


Expkxditum ro* 1897*98. 



Kkdak Nats Mazuhdae, 

Superintendent qf Workt, P. W. Dtp* 

















































( xadii ) 

PUBLiq WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

■ ii i n" i m i y " ' i 

CHAKL A.TAT ESTATE. 


• Abstract of AnmuA expenditure of the ChaUajat for the year 1897-98. 


HEAD OP SERVICE, 

Eifptomma roa 18W-97. 

Biraromtis son 18S7-W. 

Amount. 

Total. 

Amount. 

Total. 

<1 

Ra. A. A. 

Ra. A. P. 

Ra. A. P. 

. Ra. A. P. 

ORIUllUL’WolHi. 








9 


Civil Buildinga ... 

3,943 12 C 


1,030 6 3 


* 



* 




3,943 12 6 


1 fiflfl fi 3 

RttrAina. 




Civil Buildings 

•» 

3,778 5 3 


6,105 2 6 


Communications 

106 10 8 


56 "7 0 


Miscellaneous 

6 9 0 

* 


0 0 0 


Total ... 




6,161 9 6 




Establishment 



685 10 0 


Establishments including cou- 

818 8 0 




tin gone iea 

* 




' • 

* 







1 



Total 

* 


B18 8 0 - 

• 

685 10 0 

Qaann Total ... 


1,633 13 3 

* 

8,477 » * 


Kidar Nath Majumdab, 

Supdt. of Works, P. W. Dept. 

. Gooch Bthar. 














PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

CHAKLAJAT estate. 

Annual Statement of expenditure for Chaklajat for die year 1897-98. 


ham 

Ho. 

PARTICULARS. 

Amount. 

Total. 

Rimabu. 


Original Work*. 

Ba. As. P. 

Ba. Aa. P. 



CMl Uuildingt. 




1 

Corrugated Iron shad for Rajnagore 

849 0 6 




Kou-herp. 




2 

Cnrmgstnci Iron abed for Mnlkadaha 

849 8 9 




Kntchcry. 




8 

Well at Bairagir bat 

53 2 8 



4 

Pncea wall at Mbiga 

110 0 0 



8 

Rauigunj pijw well at fihnraghat ... 

110 0 0 



6 

Barkandasea abed at Debiguuj 

658 15 8 




Total Civil Buildings 


1,680 6 8 



Repairs. 

Civil Buildingn. 




7- 

Amlaha Quarters at Jidpaignrec ... 




8 

Boil a Toko Kutcheries(10Tuke*)... 

835 8 fl 



« 

Dispensary ami Native Doctor's 

50 4 9 



10 

nuurters at Dcvigunj, Boda and 





Titnliya. 




11 

Manager's residence at Devignnj ... 

118 9 0 



IX 

Manager's Office Bungalow at 

103 11 8 




, Ilovigiinj, 




IS 

I Managers Bnnglow at .Inlpaignree... 

162 & 3 



14 

Ptti^rmu T«k« Cutcliorii’s 

182 1 0 



If. 

I'eelkhanah and Malioots' quarters 

51 9 8 



10 

Impairs to IIrIk 

523 12 0 



17 

l)o. Fengu Tobasil Kntchcrjr ... 

298 15 3 



18 

Kungporc Toke Outclieries 

486 13 6 



J» 

School buildings in the Estate 

51 4 0 



20 

Staging bungalow at Devigunj and 

125 2 0 




I’atgraui. 


a 


21 

Temples at Boda, Patgram aud 

617 IS 6 




I’nrbabliag. 





Eerth-gmkt rtpairt to huildtnge in the 





JCtl «(« :— 




22 

Boda Building ... 399 7 G 




38 

Undu TUakurbari ... 104 G 0 




24 

Bisla Well ... 67 12 0 




85 

iteccord honso ... 476 3 0 




2« 

itungpur kulcbery ... 1,039 0 0 




27 

Purbabbag kutchcry ... 9 11 6 




28 

Punga Dispensary ... 3 IS o 






2,100 15 0 



38 

Nripendra Narsyan Hall at Jalpaiguiy 

440 11 O 


* 


Total Bepaira Civil buildings ... 


6,105 2 6 



Cammunicatioiu . • 




SO 

Station roads ... 

HD 




Total cemninnieations ... 


56 7 0 



EitahUihment. 




81 

Rub-ovcrscer 

800 0 0 



S3 

Peon 

72 O 0 



S3 

Traveling k a contingencies 

217 10 0 



34 

Qhowkidnr and sweeper for ^atgraiD 

96 0 0 




Dak Bungalow., 





Total establishment ... 


685 10 0 



Grand Total « 


8,477 9 9 



MiaotIUmtmu HtctittU far 1387-93 - 




SB 

Miscellaneous Receipts ... 

64 1 0 

e 



• Total miscellaneous ... 


64 1 <0 


— 

• t 


• 



Kjuxar Nath Masbiidae, 


SupdL of Worke, P. W. Department 










Malcutcheby No. I. —Statement of Demands , Collections and Balances of Land Revenue (Alai) for the year 1897-98. 








































• Deduction erf Rj, 4l doe to came explained In note appended to table in para 1 rf report. 

















Statement of .Demands, Collections, Remissions and Balances of Excise Revenue for the year 1897-98. 



Detoan of Cooeh Behar. 




































Statement shewing thetS amp Revenue ert'liied to account during the year ending the 31st March 1898. 


( xxviii ) 
« 



Calica Doss Dutt, Demon of Cooch Debar. 


































( x»ox > ) 

Civn* Statement No. I. 
(A.) 


List gf Judicial and Rtvenlu Divisions of the Cooeh Behar State for the year 1897-98. 


Hum ot Division. 

Nunes of Police SUtions 
in each. 

a 

Ana in squaw 
miles. 

Population. 

Sadder Sub-Division 

Kotwali Station ... ... 

274 

1,19,366 

« 

Toofangunj „ 

Fool bar i Station ... 

233 

7B,0Y1 

Dinhstn „ » * ... 

DinUata Station ... 

361 

1,46,788 

Mathubhanga ,, 

Mathabhanga Station 

344 

1,43,114 

Mi'kligunj „ 

• 

Mckligunj Station... 

105 

61.061 


HuUllbarj Station... 

• SB 

34,744 


(B.) 

Return shewing the number of Civil and Revenue Courts of the Cooch Behar State 

for the gear 1897-98. 


Civil. 

Revekui. 

Total. 

. " ■ • 

Appellate. 

Original. 

| Appellate. 

Original. • 

l 

14 

• 

1 

10 

f 

26 


(C.) 


Hetum theming receipts and charges of Civil and Revenue Courts in Use Cooch Behar State 

for 1897-98. 


C'OIIfTR. 

* 1 
• 1 

U KG 11 FT B. 

OtiAHGIU. 

1 

j 

§• 

i. 

G 

■O , 

is 

! 

p 

i 

f 

1 

s 

J 

1 

u 

1 

1 

i 

i 

£ 

! | 
s 

o 

i 

*3 

1 

1 

1 

mi 

■4 

H 

C 

H 

Civil Court* .. 

• 

44,088 

11.346 

490 

m 

3*40 

*8£88 

IIJ61 

10,645 

mo 

I486 

870 

3,9*4 

41,602 

Hereon* Court* 

16,891 

8,844 

64 

..... | 

1110 

4MU 

1.180 


481 

178 | 


456 

3,762 

Small C. Court* 


611 



146 

8.881 



160 

1» 

« 

.... 

170 

748 

Total .. 

88,196 

10,901 

184 

689 

8.916 

1,08,1*8 

19,881 

| 19)497 

7,679 

1690 

870 

8*80 

4*,W7 

• 








L_ 


• 




__ _• 


* 

Priya Nath Dutt, 

• • 

Offg. Civil and Sessions Judge. 


69,861 0 0 


































CIVIL STATEMENT No. 2. 

Statement shewing the number and description of suits instituted in the Civil and Revenue Courts of the Cooch Behar State, during the year 1897-98. 


( tax ) 



f. Civil <$• Session* Judge. 

















































CIVIL STATEMENT No. 


































PBITA HATH 1 
Offj). Civil and S* 

























CIVIL STATEMENT No. 
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